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This study aims to examine the management of school leadership in
improving teacher performance at Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Negeri (MIN).
This research uses a descriptive qualitative approach with the subjects
being the school principal and MIN teachers. Data collection
techniques were carried out thru interviews, observations, and
document studies. Data analysis was conducted thru the stages of data
reduction, data presentation, and conclusion drawing, while data
validity was ensured thru source and technique triangulation. The
research results show that the management of the principal's leadership
is carried out thru targeted work program planning, proportional
organization  of  teachers' tasks, participatory leadership
implementation, and supervision thru continuous academic
supervision. In addition, the principal also provides continuous
motivation, guidance, and coaching to the teachers. Communicative
and humanistic leadership can enhance teachers' motivation, discipline,
and responsibility in carrying out their professional duties. The
conclusion of this research shows that the management of school
principal leadership plays an important role in improving the
performance of teachers at Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Negeri (MIN).
Effective and sustainable leadership is the main factor in creating a
conducive work environment and improving the quality of education in
madrasahs.

Submitted: 10-01-2026. Revission: 22-04-2026. Approved: 29-05-2026. Published: 25-06-2026

1. INTRODUCTION

Education is one of the main pillars in the development of quality human resources. The
success of education is not only determined by the curriculum used but is also greatly influenced
by the quality of educational institution management and the performance of educators. Schools,
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as educational organizations, require effective management so that all components within them
can function optimally in achieving national educational goals. (Fauzi, 2021)

In the context of a school, the principal plays a strategic role as an educational leader and
manager. The principal is responsible for planning, organizing, directing, and supervising all
school activities. Effective school leadership will be able to create a conducive work
environment, enhance teacher motivation, and encourage the creation of quality learning.
Therefore, the management of school principal leadership becomes a key factor in determining
the success of educational administration in schools. (Purnomo & Mulyasa, 2013)

Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Negeri (MIN) as an Islamic-based primary education institution has
its own challenges in management. In addition to emphasizing the mastery of general
knowledge, MIN also has the responsibility of shaping the character and Islamic values of its
students. This requires the principal of MIN to possess leadership skills that are not only
managerial but also capable of being a role model in moral and religious values. Such leadership
is expected to motivate all members of the madrasah, especially the teachers, to work
professionally and responsibly. (Lolita, 2022)

Teachers are the spearhead of education implementation in madrasahs. A good teacher's
performance will directly impact the quality of the learning process and the students' learning
outcomes. However, in practice, various issues related to teacher performance are still found,
such as suboptimal lesson planning, the use of less varied teaching methods, low work
motivation, and a lack of innovation in the learning process. These problems can be influenced
by various factors, one of which is the management of the principal's leadership. (Dian
Rostikawati, 2022)

Effective school principal leadership management is characterized by clear work
program planning, proportional task distribution, good communication, and continuous
supervision and coaching. Thru participatory and humanistic leadership, the principal can
empower teachers, enhance their sense of responsibility, and foster their commitment to
professional duties. Thus, teachers' performance can significantly and sustainably improve.
Based on the description, it can be concluded that the management of the principal's leadership
plays a very important role in improving the performance of teachers at Madrasah Ibtidaiyah
Negeri (MIN). Therefore, this research is important to conduct in order to deeply examine how
the management of the principal's leadership improves teacher performance, so that the results of
this research are expected to provide theoretical and practical contributions to the development
of educational quality in madrasahs.(Erwinsyah et al., 2024)

a. Management of School Principal Leadership

The management of school principals' leadership is a process of managing and
mobilizing all school resources in a planned and systematic manner to achieve the established
educational goals. Management and leadership are two interrelated concepts that cannot be
separated in the context of school management. Management emphasizes the functions of
planning, organizing, implementing, and supervising, while leadership focuses more on the
ability to influence, direct, and motivate school members to work optimally.

The management of school principals' leadership is a process of managing and
mobilizing all school resources in a planned and systematic manner to achieve the established
educational goals. Management and leadership are two interrelated concepts that cannot be
separated in the context of school management. Management emphasizes the functions of
planning, organizing, implementing, and supervising, while leadership focuses more on the
ability to influence, direct, and motivate school members to work optimally. (Marce et al., 2020)

The principal, as an educational leader, has a significant responsibility in managing the
school effectively and efficiently. In carrying out his leadership management, the principal must
be able to develop a well-thought-out plan based on the school's vision and mission. The
planning includes the preparation of work programs, curriculum development, improvement of
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teacher competencies, and the management of facilities and infrastructure. Good planning serves
as the foundation for the implementation of school activities and as a guideline for teachers in
carrying out their professional duties. (Asrin, 2021)

Beside planning, organizing is an important part of school principal leadership
management. Organizing is carried out by dividing tasks, authority, and responsibilities among
teachers and educational staff proportionally according to their competencies and areas of
expertise. Clear organization will create a well-structured work environment, avoid task overlap,
and improve work effectiveness and efficiency in the school. Thru good organization, the
principal can build a solid and harmonious team collaboration. (Kurniawati et al., 2020)

At the implementation stage, the principal actively plays a leadership role by providing
direction, guidance, and motivation to teachers. Effective leadership is demonstrated thru the
principal's ability to communicate, make decisions, and serve as a role model for the entire
school community. The principal not only acts as a controller but also as a driver of change and
a professional mentor for teachers. A democratic and participatory leadership approach will
encourage teachers to actively engage in decision-making and the implementation of school
programs. (Djafti, 2017)

Supervision is also an inseparable part of the principal's leadership management.
Supervision is carried out to ensure that all school activities run according to the established
plans and standards. In the context of learning, supervision is realized thru academic supervision
aimed at nurturing and improving teachers' performance. Constructive and continuous
supervision will help teachers identify shortcomings and enhance the quality of learning.
In the context of Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Negeri (MIN), the management of the principal's
leadership is not only oriented toward academic achievement but also toward the cultivation of
Islamic values and the character of the students. Therefore, the principal is required to possess
integrity, exemplary behavior, and leadership skills that reflect religious values. Effective
leadership management at MIN is expected to create a conducive, religious, and professional
educational environment, thereby improving teacher performance and the overall quality of
education. (Harto & Madihah, 2025)

b. The Role of the Principal as an Educational Leader

The principal is a central figure in the administration of education at the school. As an
educational leader, the principal is responsible not only for managing school administration but
also for developing the quality of learning and human resources, particularly teachers. The
principal's leadership significantly determines the direction, policies, and success in achieving
educational goals at the school or madrasah. (Rivayanti et al., 2020)

As an educational leader, the principal acts as an educator who nurtures and develops
teachers' competencies. The principal is responsible for providing direction and guidance to
teachers in enhancing their pedagogical, professional, and personal skills. Thru continuous
development, the principal can encourage teachers to improve the quality of learning, develop
innovative methods, and tailor learning to meet the needs of students.(Gunawan, 2025)

Beside being an educator, the principal also plays the role of a manager and
administrator. In this role, the principal manages all school activities in a planned and systematic
manner, including curriculum management, finance, facilities and infrastructure, as well as
human resources. The principal must be able to make decisions accurately and strategically so
that all school programs can run effectively and efficiently. Good managerial skills will directly
impact the smooth execution of teachers' duties and their performance improvement.
The principal also plays the role of an educational supervisor. In carrying out this role, the
principal conducts academic supervision of the learning process in the classroom. Supervision
aims to help teachers improve the quality of learning thru observation, evaluation, and the
provision of constructive feedback. Continuous and developmental supervision will encourage
teachers to continuously improve and enhance their performance. (Sarifudin, 2019)
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As a leader and motivator, the principal is required to create a conducive work
environment and motivate teachers to work optimally. Democratic, communicative, and
participatory leadership will foster a sense of togetherness and responsibility among teachers. A
principal who can provide appreciation, trust, and support to teachers will enhance work
motivation and teacher loyalty to the school.

In addition, the principal plays a role as an innovator and agent of change in the world of
education. Principals are expected to be able to respond to the developments in science and
technology as well as the ever-changing educational policies. Thru innovation and renewal, the
principal can encourage teachers to develop creativity and professionalism in teaching. In the
context of Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Negeri (MIN), this innovative role must also align with Islamic
values and the character development of students.

Thus, the role of the principal as an educational leader is very complex and strategic. The
success of the principal in carrying out these roles will have a significant impact on improving
teacher performance, the quality of learning, and the overall quality of education. Therefore,
school principals are required to possess professional, visionary, and human resource
development-oriented leadership competencies. (Hasan & Shaleh, 2023)

c. Teacher Performance

Teacher performance is a reflection of the level of success a teacher has in carrying out
their professional duties and responsibilities as an educator. Teacher performance is not only
measured by the final learning outcomes but also by the process the teacher undertakes in
planning, implementing, and evaluating the learning. Teacher performance is one of the main
indicators of the success of education delivery in schools or madrasahs because teachers are the
direct implementers of the learning process in the classroom. (Kurniawati et al., 2020)
Conceptually, teacher performance encompasses several important aspects, namely lesson
planning, lesson implementation, and assessment of learning outcomes. In lesson planning,
teachers are required to be able to prepare teaching materials such as syllabi, lesson plans (RPP),
as well as media and learning resources that are appropriate to the characteristics of the students.
Good planning will help teachers carry out learning in a directed and systematic manner.
(Rahman & Hamdi, 2021)

At the stage of implementing learning, the teacher's performance is reflected in the
teacher's ability to manage the classroom, deliver material, use varied teaching methods and
media, and create an active, creative, and enjoyable learning atmosphere. Teachers with high
performance are able to adjust their teaching strategies to the needs and abilities of the students,
so that the learning process runs effectively and meaningfully.

The assessment aspect is also an important part of a teacher's performance. Teachers are
required to design and implement objective, fair, and sustainable assessments to measure
students' competency achievements. Assessment not only serves to determine learning outcomes
but also as a basis for follow-up learning activities, such as remedial and enrichment programs.
In addition to the technical aspects of teaching, a teacher's performance also includes
professional attitudes, such as discipline, responsibility, loyalty, and commitment to educational
duties. A teacher with good performance demonstrates discipline in attendance, punctuality, and
seriousness in carrying out teaching duties and other additional tasks. This professional attitude
greatly influences the image and quality of education in schools or madrasahs. (Mardizal, 2025)

Teacher performance is influenced by various factors, both internal and external. Internal
factors include competence, work motivation, experience, and the professional attitude of
teachers. Meanwhile, external factors include school leadership, work climate, facilities and
infrastructure, and educational policies. In the context of Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Negeri (MIN),
effective school leadership based on Islamic values is an important factor in improving teacher
performance. (Harto & Madihah, 2025) Thus, teacher performance is a strategic component in
improving the quality of education. Efforts to improve teacher performance must be carried out
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continuously thru coaching, supervision, and support from the school principal. Optimal teacher
performance will directly impact the quality of learning and the achievement of educational
goals at Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Negeri (MIN). (Santika et al., 2025)

d. The Relationship between School Principal Leadership Management and Teacher
Performance

The management of the principal's leadership has a very close relationship with teacher
performance. The principal, as an educational leader, plays a role in directing, coordinating, and
mobilizing all school resources to achieve educational goals. The success of the principal in
carrying out management and leadership functions will directly impact the attitudes, behaviors,
and performance of teachers in carrying out their professional duties. (Wulandari et al., 2025)

Managerially, a principal who is able to formulate clear and directed planning will
provide definite work guidelines for teachers. A systematically organized school work program,
such as academic supervision programs, teacher professional development, and performance
evaluations, will help teachers understand the targets and work standards that must be achieved.
With good planning, teachers can carry out their teaching tasks in a more structured and
responsible manner, thereby optimizing their performance. (Seriyanti et al., 2020)

In the aspect of organization, the principal's leadership management is reflected thru the
proportional distribution of teachers' tasks and responsibilities according to their competencies
and areas of expertise. Effective organization will create role clarity and avoid task overlap,
allowing teachers to work with focus and efficiency. This condition positively affects the
improvement of teachers' performance, both in the implementation of teaching and in additional
tasks at school. (Pitrivani, 2023)

At the implementation stage of leadership, the principal acts as a driver and motivator for
the teachers. Democratic, communicative, and participatory leadership will foster a sense of
ownership and responsibility among teachers toward the school. A principal who is able to
provide motivation, appreciation, and support will enhance teachers' work spirit and encourage
them to continuously develop their competence and professionalism. This has an impact on the
improvement of the quality of learning and the overall performance of teachers.

The supervision conducted by the principal thru academic supervision also has a
significant impact on teacher performance. Supervisory activities that are developmental and
continuous help teachers identify weaknesses and strengths in the learning process. Constructive
feedback from the principal encourages teachers to make improvements and innovations in their
teaching. Thus, supervision not only serves as a control tool but also as a means of professional
development for teachers. (Jaliah et al., 2020)

In the context of Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Negeri (MIN), the relationship between the
principal's leadership management and teacher performance is further strengthened by the
religious values and work culture of the madrasah. A principal who can combine professional
leadership with moral and spiritual exemplarity will create a conducive, harmonious, and
service-oriented work environment. That positive work climate will enhance teachers' loyalty,
discipline, and performance in carrying out educational tasks.

Thus, it can be concluded that the management of the principal's leadership is a strategic
factor that significantly influences teacher performance. Effective leadership, supported by
planned and sustainable management, will be able to enhance teachers' motivation,
professionalism, and performance, thereby contributing significantly to the improvement of
educational quality at Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Negeri (MIN). (Marce et al., 2020)

2. RESEARCH METHOD

This research uses a descriptive qualitative approach with the aim of obtaining an in-
depth understanding of the principal's leadership management in improving teacher performance
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at Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Negeri (MIN). Qualitative research was chosen because it allows
researchers to understand the phenomena of leadership and teacher performance naturally based
on real conditions in the field without any treatment or manipulation of the research objects.
(Moleong, 2018)

The research was conducted at the Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Negeri (MIN) during the current
academic year. The research subjects consist of the principal as the main informant and teachers
as supporting informants. The object of this research is the management of the principal's
leadership and the performance of teachers at the madrasah. Data were collected thru in-depth
interviews, direct observations, and document studies. Interviews were conducted to explore
information regarding the planning, implementation, and supervision of the principal's
leadership, while observations were used to directly observe the principal's leadership activities
and the teachers' performance in the learning process. Document studies were conducted to
review supporting documents such as school work programs, teaching materials, and madrasa
activity reports. (Creswell & Poth, 2016)

Data analysis is conducted qualitatively thru the stages of data reduction, data
presentation, and conclusion drawing. To ensure the validity of the data, this study uses source
and technique triangulation, which involves comparing data obtained from various informants
and data collection techniques. With this method, it is hoped that the research results can provide
an objective and accurate picture of the role of school principal leadership management in
improving teacher performance at Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Negeri (MIN). (Miles et al., 2014)

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

a. Hasil Penelitian

The research results show that the principal's leadership management at Madrasah
Ibtidaiyah Negeri (MIN) has been carried out in a planned and continuous manner in an effort to
improve teacher performance. The principal plays an active role in managing all educational
activities by referring to the vision and mission of the madrasah as well as the need to improve
the quality of learning. In the aspect of planning, the principal prepares annual and semester
work programs that include activities to improve teacher performance, such as academic
supervision, professional development, and teacher competency development activities. These
programs are socialized to teachers thru work meetings so that teachers understand the direction
and goals that the madrasah aims to achieve. This clear planning provides guidelines for teachers
in carrying out their duties systematically.

In the aspect of organization, the principal distributes teachers' tasks and responsibilities
proportionally according to their competencies and educational backgrounds. Teachers are
assigned teaching duties, additional tasks, and committee responsibilities, taking into account
their abilities and workload. This structured division of tasks has resulted in an increased sense
of responsibility and discipline among teachers in carrying out their duties. In terms of
leadership implementation, the principal demonstrates communicative and participative
leadership. The principal regularly provides motivation, guidance, and direction to teachers both
formally and informally. In addition, the principal is directly involved in teacher development
activities thru learning supervision and professional discussions. This condition encourages
teachers to be more enthusiastic and committed to improving the quality of learning.

In terms of supervision, the principal conducts periodic academic supervision of the
classroom learning process. Supervision is carried out thru learning observations, examination of
teaching materials, and evaluation of teacher performance. The results of the supervision are
followed up with constructive and solution-oriented feedback. Continuous supervision helps
teachers improve and enhance their performance.

Overall, the research results indicate an improvement in teacher performance marked by
increased discipline, the ability to plan lessons, a variety of teaching methods and media, as well
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as responsibility in conducting learning outcome assessments. Teachers also showed an increase
in work motivation and awareness to develop professionalism independently. This shows that
the management of the principal's leadership plays a significant role in improving the
performance of teachers at Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Negeri (MIN).

b. Discussion

Based on the research findings, the management of school leadership at Madrasah
Ibtidaiyah Negeri (MIN) has proven to play a very important role in improving teacher
performance. The principal systematically carries out management functions, starting from
planning, organizing, implementing, to supervising all educational activities. The
implementation of these management functions provides clear direction for teachers in carrying
out their professional duties. In the aspect of planning, the principal formulates a school work
program oriented toward improving the quality of learning and teacher performance. This
program includes the formulation of the school's vision and mission, planning of academic
supervision, and teacher professional development programs. Thorough planning provides
teachers with clear guidelines in carrying out their tasks, making their performance more
directed and measurable. This finding is in line with educational management theory, which
states that good planning will facilitate the achievement of educational organization goals.

At the organizing stage, the principal assigns tasks and responsibilities to teachers
proportionally according to their competencies and areas of expertise. Clear task distribution
encourages teachers to work more focused and be responsible for the tasks they undertake. In
addition, the principal also builds solid teamwork thru open and participatory communication.
This has a positive impact on the conducive and harmonious work environment of the madrasah,
making teachers feel comfortable and motivated in carrying out their duties. In the
implementation of leadership, the principal plays a role as a leader who is capable of providing
motivation, guidance, and exemplary conduct to the teachers. The principal not only gives
instructions but also directly engages in teacher development, both thru academic supervision
and professional discussions. A humanistic and democratic leadership approach makes teachers
feel valued and supported, thereby fostering an internal awareness to improve performance and
professionalism. The aspect of supervision also becomes an important part of the principal's
leadership management. The principal conducts continuous supervision thru learning
supervision, teacher performance assessment, and evaluation of the madrasah's work programs.
The supervision carried out is not aimed at finding faults, but rather as an effort for guidance and
improvement. Constructive feedback from the principal helps teachers identify weaknesses and
strengths in the learning process, allowing them to make continuous improvements.

The implementation of effective school principal leadership management has a tangible
impact on improving teacher performance. Teachers become more disciplined in carrying out
their duties, more creative in selecting teaching methods and media, and more responsible in
conducting assessments and evaluations of learning. In addition, teachers also show an increase
in work motivation and commitment to professional development, such as participating in
training and self-development activities. The findings of this research reinforce the view that
school principal leadership is a key factor in improving teacher performance. Effective
leadership is capable of creating a work environment that supports the continuous professional
development of teachers. Thus, the management of school leadership at Madrasah Ibtidaiyah
Negeri (MIN) not only functions as administrative management but also as a strategic means to
improve the quality of human resources and the overall quality of education.

4. CONCLUSION

Based on the research and discussion results, it can be concluded that the management of
the principal's leadership plays a very important role in improving teacher performance at
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Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Negeri (MIN). The principal is able to carry out educational management
functions effectively, from planning, organizing, implementing, to supervising. Communicative,
participative, and development-oriented leadership has a positive impact on the discipline,
responsibility, and motivation of teachers in carrying out their professional duties. Additionally,
the sustainable implementation of school principal leadership management can create a
conducive work environment and support the professional development of teachers. Teachers
become more creative in the learning process, more responsible in conducting learning
evaluations, and have a high commitment to improving the quality of education. Thus, the
management of the principal's leadership is a strategic factor that needs to be continuously
developed as an effort to improve the quality of human resources and the quality of education at
Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Negeri (MIN).
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This study is a qualitative study using a library research approach, which is
included in the literary research category. This method is carried out through
reading, taking notes, synthesizing, and analyzing various relevant library
sources, such as books, scientific journals, articles, and other documents. The
focus of this study is to examine teachers' strategies in improving the reading
literacy of elementary madrasah students through the use of interactive digital
media. The results of the literature review indicate that the use of digital
media such as audiovisual e-books, educational videos, and game-based
applications can significantly increase students' interest, motivation, and
reading skills. The role of teachers as facilitators and designers of adaptive
learning is a key factor in the success of this digital media integration. This
study also emphasizes the importance of teachers' digital literacy
competencies, infrastructure readiness, and content suitability with Islamic
values and the local context. These findings reinforce the theories of social
constructivism and multimedia learning, which emphasize the importance of
social interaction and multisensory stimulation in the learning process.
However, challenges such as the digital divide still need to be addressed
through ongoing training and collaboration between stakeholders. The
implications of this research point to an inclusive and sustainable digital
learning transformation, with teachers as the main agents of change in
building a contextual and valuable digital literacy culture in madrasas.

Submitted: 24-02-2026. Revission: 18-04-2026. Approved: 29-05-2026. Published: 25-06-2026

1. INTRODUCTION

The massive digital transformation that has taken place over the past decade has
revolutionized the lifestyles of global society, including in the realm of education. Developments
in information and communication technology (ICT) , particularly internet penetration, digital
devices, and artificial intelligence, have disrupted traditional educational structures and driven a
shift in pedagogical paradigms from conventional learning systems to more adaptive, flexible, and
technology-based ones. (Lestyaningrum et al., 2022) In this context, educational institutions,
including Islamic elementary schools as one of the basic level formal institutions in the national
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education system, face challenges as well as strategic opportunities to reconstruct the teaching and
learning process to be more relevant to the demands of the digital era. (Nugroho et al., 2020)

Technological disruption has placed education at a crucial crossroads: maintaining
stagnant old methods or innovating with new, more dynamic approaches. The existence of digital
technology is no longer merely a complement, but has become a key instrument in transforming
the learning process. (Wang et al., 2023) The success of educational institutions in the digital era
depends heavily on the extent to which they are able to integrate digital devices functionally and
pedagogically to support student competency achievement. (Mauludi, 2020) Therefore,
digitalization of learning is not merely a response to the development of the times, but rather an
inevitability that must be managed strategically, structured, and oriented towards the formation of
a highly competitive educational ecosystem. (Abdullah et al., 2025)

One cognitive aspect that is a major focus in this context is reading literacy, which is the
foundation for mastering various academic disciplines and a key indicator of success in basic
education. Reading literacy can no longer be viewed narrowly as simply the ability to recognize
letters and understand the literal meaning of a text. (Mubarak, 2022) In today's digital and
information age, reading literacy has evolved into a cross-disciplinary competency encompassing
the skills of understanding complex text structures, interpreting meaning in depth, evaluating
acquired information, and developing critical reflections on the texts read. Reading literacy is now
an integral part of information literacy and digital literacy, essential for filtering the massive and
heterogeneous flow of information. (Gunawan, 2024)

Teaching reading literacy at the elementary madrasah level faces significant challenges.
Inequitable access to engaging learning resources, limited contextual teaching materials, and low
student motivation to read are all contributing factors to low basic literacy achievement. (Maryani,
2025) In this context, implementing innovative learning strategies based on interactive digital
media is a relevant and significant option. Interactive digital media not only provides a more
engaging and immersive learning experience but also supports a multimodal learning approach
that can accommodate diverse student learning styles. Digital reading apps, interactive stories,
educational videos, and gamification-based e-learning platforms have been proven to increase
student engagement in reading activities and build personal connections between students and the
texts they read. (Utoyo, 2020)

However, the effectiveness of digital media use in learning depends heavily on the
strategic role of teachers as key actors in educational practice. Teachers play a crucial role in
designing, implementing, and evaluating digital-based learning to ensure it meets the
developmental needs of students. (Marwiyah et al., 2023) In the context of reading literacy
learning, teachers must be able to recontextualize didactic approaches through creative and
sustainable technology integration. Teachers transform into learning facilitators, mediators
between students and digital learning resources, and agents of change who build a culture of
digital literacy in the classroom and school environment. (Putro et al., 2023)

The development of interactive digital media-based learning strategies must be structured
by considering various aspects, from students' psychological characteristics and cognitive
development, adaptive pedagogical principles, to socio-cultural factors that influence the learning
process. The strategies developed should not be linear, but rather flexible, collaborative, and
reflective to respond to the complex dynamics of learning in the digital age. (Agusiady et al.,
2024) In this case, it is important to examine how teachers design digitally literate learning
activities, select and utilize appropriate media, and evaluate the learning process and outcomes
holistically. (Fiandra & Yulastri, 2022)

Against this backdrop, this study focuses on exploring teachers' strategies for improving
students' reading literacy skills through interactive digital media in Islamic elementary schools.
This study aims to examine in-depth how teachers formulate innovative approaches to literacy
learning, how digital media is integrated into daily learning activities, and how effective these
strategies are in improving students' reading literacy competencies. This study is expected to
provide conceptual contributions to the development of technology-based literacy learning theory
and offer practical implications for teacher capacity development and education policy at the
elementary level. Furthermore, the findings of this study can serve as a reference for educational
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institutions in establishing a literate, adaptive, and transformative learning ecosystem amidst
increasingly rapid technological developments.

Literacy and reading are essential skills that are crucial to the overall educational process.
Literacy skills extend beyond understanding letters and words, but also encompass understanding
the meaning of those words. Reading literacy has evolved into a multidimensional competency in
today's information age, encompassing cognitive, affective, and metacognitive components.
(Hafiyusholeh, 2015) In other words, people who are literate in reading can not only capture
explicit messages but also understand implicit messages, and they can also consider the
information they read for relevance and accuracy. (Tahmidaten & Krismanto, 2020)

Reading, according to Anderson and Pearson, is an interaction between the reader and the
text. In this process, readers combine prior knowledge with the new information they learn.
(Anggraeni & Mukhlis, 2023) Therefore, reading literacy is closely related to the reader's
background knowledge and how they think during the reading process. Reading literacy is not
fixed; this ability develops and becomes more complex with experience and exposure to various
types of texts. (Basyiroh, 2017) Therefore, reading literacy learning must be designed in stages
and continuously from basic to higher levels, because this requires critical and reflective thinking
skills. (Masfufah, 2021)

Reading literacy now encompasses more than just print media, including digital texts in
various formats such as blogs, e-book articles, infographics, and multimedia content.
Conventional and digital literacy need to be integrated so readers can effectively understand,
navigate, and evaluate information from the digital environment. (Lena et al., 2023) The ability to
distinguish accurate from misleading information is a crucial skill. Furthermore, readers must be
able to use digital content critically. Developing digital reading literacy not only expands the types
and forms of reading but also enhances media literacy skills and higher-order thinking skills.
(Pohan et al., 2020)

In educational settings, especially in elementary schools, reading literacy must be instilled
in a fun and contextual way. Elementary school-aged children need concrete, visual media to
interact with the real world, as they are in the concrete-operational phase of cognitive
development. Therefore, reading literacy learning must involve texts related to everyday life,
delivered through various means such as shared reading, reading aloud, role-playing, and group
discussions. In their role to facilitate literacy learning, teachers must be aware of their students'
needs and characteristics and be able to use technology to improve their reading skills. (Halim,
2024)

Reading literacy serves as a tool for individual empowerment, going beyond mere
academic skills. People who are proficient in reading are better prepared to face life's challenges,
make rational decisions, and are more open to diverse perspectives. Ultimately, a society that
reads and critically engages with the world will be more critical, tolerant, and democratic.
Therefore, improving reading literacy from an early age is a crucial way to develop superior and
competitive human resources. (Amelia & Sofa, 2025)

Therefore, schools, families, and communities must all be responsible for improving
reading literacy in the digital age. To create a literacy ecosystem that supports the development of
students' reading skills, both digitally and traditionally, these components must work together. In
such situations, interactive digital media can serve as an effective way to encourage children to
participate in reading-related activities. Ultimately, this will strengthen the overall culture of
literacy. (Abidin et al., 2021)

One of the most significant information technology transformations occurring in education
is interactive digital media. This media is a crucial part of the contextual, creative, and active
learning process. They are more than just learning aids. They are called "interactive" because they
enable students not only to receive information but also to directly participate in learning activities
by acting, exploring, and responding to digital stimuli. Types of interactive digital media are very
diverse, including educational games or gamification, learning videos with intervention points,
digital quizzes with automatic scoring systems, web-based and Android-based learning
applications, and augmented reality (AR) and virtual reality (VR) technologies that provide
extraordinary learning experiences. (Thana & Hanipah, 2023)
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The use of interactive digital media is crucial for elementary school learning because
children are still in the concrete operational stage, according to Piaget's theory. Children at this
age understand ideas more easily when presented contextually, visually, and kinesthetically.
Interactive digital media can help children comprehend information by combining images, sound,
movement, and text into a cohesive display. An interactive e-book with moving illustrations and
audio narration can increase children's interest in reading and enhance their understanding of the
storyline. Consequently, this media facilitates multisensory learning, improving memory and
mastery of the material. (Wibowo, 2023)

Interactive digital media has a positive effect on reading literacy. Because the human brain
processes information through two primary channels, verbal and visual, learning is more effective
when information is presented simultaneously in text and visuals, according to multimedia
learning theory. Interactive media aids students in reading literacy because it allows them not only
to read text but also to listen to stories, answer reflective questions, and make personal
connections with what they read. This fosters students' interest in reading, improves their
comprehension, and broadens their horizons. Furthermore, literacy learning through interactive
media is more flexible and adaptable because students can learn in a way that suits their own style
and pace. (Damayanti & Ridwan, 2024)

Interactive digital media also offers immediate and contextual feedback. For example, in
text-based educational games, students receive correct or incorrect answers immediately after
answering questions, along with guiding explanations. This is a feature that supports formative
learning, allowing students to actively reflect on and evaluate their thinking. Students feel valued
and encouraged to continue learning after receiving instant feedback. This media provides
teachers with data that can be used to assess student learning progress and implement appropriate
interventions. (Fauziyyah, 2019)

However, the use of interactive digital media in learning is highly dependent on adequate
infrastructure and teachers' technological skills. Teachers must not only be able to use these media
but also understand the pedagogical principles involved. Media choices must be appropriate to
learning objectives, student developmental levels, and fit within the curriculum. The use of digital
media can lead to distraction and dependency on digital devices if not properly planned.
Consequently, teacher training in digital literacy and technology-based learning design is crucial.
(Kuncahyono et al., 2020)

Furthermore, school policies that fully support the digital learning ecosystem are also
necessary. To achieve this, infrastructure such as adequate internet access, appropriate hardware
and software, and support from experienced teachers is essential. Parental involvement in helping
their children use digital media, especially for elementary school students who still require
supervision and guidance, is crucial. Synergy between educators, students, schools, and parents
will create an ideal learning environment where interactive media can be fully utilized to help
students acquire 21st-century literacy and skills. (Waliulu et al., 2023)

Therefore, interactive digital media serve as more than just learning aids; they also serve
as drivers for the transformation of contemporary education. Their existence, we must see
opportunities to develop more flexible, inclusive, and student-centered learning approaches. These
media help improve reading literacy by providing students with opportunities to learn in more
enjoyable, diverse, and meaningful ways. They also shape students into independent learners
ready to face future challenges. (Suhendi, 2023)

Teachers create learning strategies to achieve learning objectives effectively, efficiently,
and meaningfully. These strategies encompass various important aspects, such as planning
teaching materials, selecting learning methods and approaches, using appropriate media,
assessment strategies, and managing classroom dynamics. (Iskandar & Farida, 2020)

Teacher learning strategies have undergone significant developments in the digital era,
which is fully connected and full of technological innovation. Teachers now must not only convey
information but also act as directors, guides, and designers of learning experiences. These new
roles require teachers to be flexible in implementing learning approaches that suit the
characteristics of today's students, especially the digital native generation, who are quick to
interact and use technology. (Erwinsyah, 2017)
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Interactive digital media in learning strategies is an increasingly popular method. A
student learning needs analysis should be conducted before using these media. This allows
teachers to choose media that aligns with their students' interests, ability levels, and learning
styles. The next step is to develop a strategy for incorporating digital media into the Learning
Implementation Plan (RPP) . Furthermore, the learning process is designed to encourage active
student engagement through direct interaction with various media. For example, students can
participate in educational games, answer questions in learning videos, or study material in
interactive e-books. After the learning process is complete, an evaluation is conducted to
determine the effectiveness of the strategy and to determine what needs to be improved in
subsequent lessons. (Lidia Susanti, 2020)

The principles of differentiation and inclusion are crucial for effective learning strategies.
Students' social backgrounds, levels of learning readiness, and learning styles vary within a
classroom. Therefore, teachers must be able to create diverse and adaptive reading literacy
activities. For example, students with visual tendencies can receive material in the form of
infographics or animated videos. Conversely, students with kinesthetic tendencies can engage in
reading activities through interactive simulations or story-based games. (Devi et al., 2018)

Although digital technology offers many conveniences and innovations in learning,
learning strategies must remain grounded in a strong pedagogical foundation. While technology is
merely a tool, the core of learning is the strong relationship between teachers, students, and
teaching materials. Therefore, teachers must adapt the digital content used, learning objectives,
and student demographics to ensure that the strategies employed are modern and impactful on the
learning process and outcomes. The success of learning strategies in the digital age depends on a
balance between humanistic and technological approaches. (Hapsari & Wulandari, 2020)

2. RESEARCH METHODS

The method used in this research is a literature review with a qualitative approach through
library research. This method involves systematic activities such as identifying, collecting,
reading, recording, analyzing, and synthesizing various relevant literature sources. To strengthen
the scientific validity of the study, the research procedure is carried out in several stages,
namely: (1) determining the research topic and focus related to technology-based learning media
and literacy skills, (2) searching and collecting relevant literature from scientific journals, books,
articles, and other academic sources, (3) selecting sources based on inclusion criteria such as
relevance to the topic, publication year, credibility of the source, and scientific quality, as well as
exclusion criteria for less relevant or non-academic sources, (4) organizing and classifying data
based on key themes, and (5) analyzing and synthesizing findings systematically.

In analyzing the data, the researcher employs techniques such as content analysis and thematic
analysis to identify patterns, concepts, and relationships among the reviewed literature. The
synthesis process is conducted by comparing, evaluating, and integrating various perspectives
from the selected sources to produce comprehensive conclusions. The sources reviewed include
books, peer-reviewed journals, magazines, and relevant scientific articles that support the focus
of the study. By applying these systematic steps, the research is expected to have stronger
methodological rigor and scientific validity.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

a. Research result

Based on a systematic review of various recent literature, it was found that teacher
strategies in improving students' reading literacy through the use of interactive digital media
significantly contribute to strengthening the reading skills of elementary school students.
Interactive digital media, such as e-books with audiovisual elements, educational narrative videos,
game-based educational applications, and multimodal digital learning platforms, have been
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proven to increase student interest, participation, and motivation in learning. Student engagement
in the reading process increases significantly when they are exposed to material presented
interactively and engagingly, both visually and auditorily.

The pedagogical strategies implemented by teachers play a crucial role in the successful
use of digital media. Teachers function not only as technology facilitators but also as contextual
and adaptive learning designers tailored to student characteristics. A thematic approach, project-
based learning, and the application of scaffolding techniques and independent exploration through
digital reading are integral parts of a successful literacy strategy. Teachers are also required to
possess digital literacy competencies to align material with student learning outcomes and needs,
while maintaining continuity in the teaching and learning process.

The analyzed literature study showed significant improvements in literacy aspects such
as reading comprehension, reading speed, inferential ability, and critical thinking skills after
integrating digital media into learning. Furthermore, the use of interactive digital media also
strengthened students' metacognitive skills, as they learned to monitor, evaluate, and direct their
reading process independently. These findings indicate that digital media is not only a means of
conveying information but also a cognitive tool that supports reflective and meaning-oriented
learning.

These results align with Vygotsky's social constructivist theoretical framework, where
learning occurs optimally through social interaction and the use of cultural tools such as digital
technology. In this case, digital media acts as a mediating tool, enabling dialogue between
students, teachers, and reading materials within a meaningful context. The use of interactive
media also strengthens the teacher's role as an agent of reading culture socialization in the digital
context, while facilitating the creation of a productive zone of proximal development.

Furthermore, the principles of dual coding theory and multimedia learning theory explain
that the use of media that combines text, images, sound, and animation can strengthen students'
conceptual understanding. Simultaneous information processing through verbal and visual
channels increases cognitive efficiency, enriches students' mental schemas, and supports the
formation of long-term memory. In the context of elementary madrasahs, this is particularly
relevant given the need for multisensory stimulation and interactivity in early childhood learning.

However, the effectiveness of this strategy is largely determined by several supporting
factors. Teacher readiness in terms of digital competency, the availability of adequate
technological infrastructure, and the availability of digital resources appropriate to the local
context and school culture are challenges that need to be addressed systematically. Not all
madrasahs have equal access to technology, so it is crucial to consider an inclusive and equitable
approach in implementing this strategy.

The implications of these findings demand serious attention from education policymakers.
Sustained efforts are needed to improve teachers' professional capacity through digital literacy
training, the provision of high-quality and contextual digital learning media, and curriculum
integration that is responsive to technological developments and 21st-century learning needs.
Collaboration between schools, local governments, and the private sector is also crucial in
creating a learning ecosystem that supports the digital transformation of Islamic basic education.

Conceptually, teachers' strategies for improving reading literacy through interactive digital
media reflect a paradigm shift from conventional instructional models to a learning approach
based on active student engagement. This transformation requires not only technical changes in
media use but also fundamental shifts in how teachers interpret the teaching and learning process
as a dynamic, student-centered interaction.

Thus, this strategy is not simply a technological innovation, but rather a strategic step
toward establishing a sustainable digital literacy culture. Literacy is no longer understood as
merely the technical skills of reading and writing, but as a complex competency encompassing the
understanding, interpretation, evaluation, and production of information in an increasingly
complex and dynamic digital ecosystem.

b. Discussion

The findings from this literature review indicate that the integration of interactive digital
media into teachers' learning strategies has a substantial impact on improving students' reading
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literacy in Islamic elementary schools. These results reinforce previous research that emphasized
the importance of technological approaches in the context of elementary education, particularly in
strengthening reading skills, which serve as the foundation for cross-disciplinary learning.

One important aspect emerging from these findings is the relationship between the
characteristics of interactive digital media and the cognitive development needs of elementary
school-aged students. At this stage, students are in the concrete operational stage according to
Piaget's theory of cognitive development, so visual, dynamic, and interactive media are easier to
accept and understand than conventional text. Interactive digital media offers a combination of
various stimuli (visual, auditory, kinesthetic) that can activate various pathways of perception
and information processing, and encourage students to actively construct meaning from the
material they read.

Furthermore, the use of digital media also provides space for students to develop learning
autonomy. This is reflected in their ability to independently access reading materials, regulate
their reading pace, and explore various information sources available online. This strategy aligns
with the principle of learner-centered instruction, which positions students as active participants in
the learning process. In this context, teachers act as facilitators, providing a conducive learning
environment and supporting the optimal development of students' potential.

Furthermore, this discussion also highlights the importance of teacher preparedness as a
key prerequisite for the success of this strategy. Teachers are required to possess a strong
pedagogical understanding of digital literacy, as well as technical skills in operating and selecting
relevant digital media. Teacher unpreparedness can result in digital media not functioning
optimally and even lead to disorientation in student learning. Therefore, ongoing training and
professional development for teachers are essential to supporting digital-based learning
transformation.

The madrasah context also adds cultural and spiritual dimensions that must be taken into
account. Digital-based learning must still consider Islamic values, local norms, and the unique
needs of madrasah students. In this regard, the digital media used must be contextual and relevant,
not only pedagogically but also ideologically and morally. This is crucial so that technology use is
not merely a mechanical adaptation but rather creates a holistic, meaningful, and valuable learning
experience.

These findings also open up discussion about the digital divide, which remains a serious
challenge in many parts of Indonesia, particularly in Islamic schools in underdeveloped regions.
Access to digital devices, internet connectivity, and quality digital-based learning resources is still
unequal. Therefore, this strategy, while effective, needs to be implemented with a contextual and
inclusive approach to avoid creating new gaps in access to quality education.

Theoretically, this discussion confirms the validity of constructivist learning theory and
multimedia theory in the context of Islamic elementary education. Interactive digital media serves
not only as a learning aid but also as an epistemological tool that enriches students' learning
experiences. The construction of meaning through digital interactions, student dialogue, and
independent reflection through multimodal content demonstrates that digital literacy is not merely
a technical skill but reflects the integration of cognitive, affective, and social skills within the
educational process.

Considering these findings and discussions, it is important to emphasize that digital-based
learning transformation should not be viewed solely as a technological innovation, but rather as
part of a long-term strategy to build an adaptive, inclusive, and values-based education ecosystem.
The role of teachers as agents of change in this transformation cannot be replaced by technology,
but rather strengthened by the appropriate and pedagogically meaningful use of technology.

4. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS

a. Conclusion

Teachers' strategies for improving student reading literacy through the use of interactive
digital media have proven effective in strengthening the reading skills of elementary school
students. Digital media, which combines audiovisual elements and interactivity, can increase
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students' interest, motivation, and active engagement in the reading learning process. The success
of this strategy depends heavily on teacher preparedness, both in terms of digital literacy
competency and pedagogical understanding, as well as adequate technological infrastructure
support.

Furthermore, the use of digital media must be adapted to the cultural context and Islamic
values in madrasas to ensure optimal and meaningful learning. Interactive digital media also
provides space for students to develop independent learning and metacognitive skills through
independent exploration and reflection. However, challenges such as the digital divide and
resource availability require attention to ensure the inclusive and equitable implementation of this
strategy.

Thus, the integration of interactive digital media into reading literacy learning is not only a
technological innovation but also a strategic effort to build a sustainable and inclusive digital
literacy culture in Islamic primary education. The role of teachers as agents of change and
learning facilitators remains key to ensuring the effective and meaningful digital transformation of
education.

b. Suggestion

Teachers in Islamic elementary schools are advised to continue developing digital literacy
and pedagogical competencies to optimize the use of interactive digital media in learning.
Teachers need to implement contextual, adaptive, and creative learning approaches so that digital
media can maximize student interest and engagement. Furthermore, teachers are expected to
actively participate in training and professional development related to educational technology to
effectively address the challenges of digital learning.

Students are expected to actively and responsibly utilize interactive digital media in their
reading literacy learning process. They are encouraged to develop independent learning by
exploring various available digital reading resources and using technology as a tool to improve
their comprehension and comprehensive reading skills.

Educational institutions are crucially committed to providing technological infrastructure
support, including adequate internet access, digital devices, and training to improve teachers'
digital competencies. Without adequate facilities, digital strategy implementation will be difficult
to achieve. Parents are expected to play an active role in supporting their children when using
digital media at home. Parental support in limiting inappropriate access and encouraging the use
of educational media will strengthen learning outcomes in schools.

Future researchers are expected to conduct more in-depth and comprehensive empirical
studies on the effectiveness of various types of interactive digital media in the context of literacy
learning in madrasas and other basic education settings. Furthermore, further research is
recommended to explore the supporting and inhibiting factors for digital media implementation in
diverse sociocultural contexts, as well as their impact on the development of students' character
and Islamic values.
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The development of the digital era brings significant changes to the world of
education, especially in the formation of students' character. The ease of
access to information and the massive use of digital technology not only have
a positive impact but also pose various ethical and moral challenges.
Therefore, character education has become an urgent necessity to shield
students from the negative influences of technological development.
Educational hadiths, as one of the main sources of Islamic teachings, play a
strategic role in shaping the character of students with noble morals. This
research aims to analyze the relevance of educational hadiths to the
strengthening of character education for students in the digital era,
particularly in building responsible digital ethics. The research method used
is qualitative research with a library research approach thru the analysis of
hadith books and Islamic education literature. The research results show that
the values contained in educational hadiths, such as honesty, responsibility,
discipline, manners, and self-control, have a strong relevance in shaping the
character of students amidst the dynamics of the digital era. In addition, these
values also play a role in shaping moral awareness and critical thinking skills
in filtering digital information. The integration of hadith values in Islamic
education can strengthen students' character to be wise in utilizing technology
and ethical in the digital space.

Submitted: 18-01-2026. Revission: 02-05-2026. Approved: 29-05-2026. Published: 25-06-2026

1. INTRODUCTION

The development of digital technology in the 21st century has brought significant changes
in various aspects of human life, including in the field of education. The presence of the internet,
social media, artificial intelligence, and various digital learning platforms has changed the way
learners obtain information, interact, and learn. (Shofiyati et al., 2025) This transformation
provides a great opportunity to improve the quality of learning, but it also presents serious
challenges, especially in the aspect of character building for students. Students today are not
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only faced with formal learning materials but also with a torrent of information that is not always
in line with moral and ethical values. (Aldi & Khairanis, 2025)

The phenomenon of character degradation among students has become an important
concern for the world of education. Various issues such as the decline in respect toward teachers
and parents, low academic honesty, increasing individualistic behavior, and the rampant misuse
of digital media like cyberbullying, hate speech, and the spread of hoaxes indicate that education
has not fully succeeded in shaping the character of students comprehensively. This condition is
exacerbated by uncontrolled use of digital technology and minimal value guidance, both from
the family, school, and community environments. (Baher et al., 2025)

In the context of national education, strengthening character education is one of the
strategic agendas to shape a generation that is not only intellectually smart but also emotionally
and spiritually mature. Character education requires the integration of moral, ethical, and
spiritual values into the entire learning process. (Agustianti et al., 2025) For Islamic education,
character strengthening is not a new concept, but rather has been the core of the educational
goals themselves, namely to shape individuals who are faithful, pious, and of noble character.
(Rahmani, 2025)

Islam has a very rich source of values in character building, one of which is thru the
hadiths of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Hadith, as the second source of Islamic teachings
after the Qur'an, contains comprehensive and timeless educational principles. The Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) not only conveyed teachings verbally but also provided real-life examples
in daily life, so the narrated hadiths became guidelines for holistic character education,
encompassing cognitive, affective, and psychomotor aspects. (Asyifa et al., 2025)

Educational hadiths emphasize the importance of fundamental values such as honesty,
trustworthiness, responsibility, discipline, simplicity, compassion, and manners in interacting
with others. (Kamila, 2023) These values are highly relevant to the needs of students in the
digital era, where the ability to sift thru information, self-control, and ethical behavior in the use
of technology are primary demands. Without a strong character foundation, technological
advancement has the potential to bring negative impacts on the moral development of students.
(Maulida & Yuriska, 2025)

Nevertheless, the reality on the ground shows that the integration of hadith values in
educational practices is still not optimal. Hadith learning is often limited to aspects of
memorization and text comprehension, without efforts to contextualize its values in the students'
lives, especially in facing the challenges of the digital era. As a result, students understand hadith
theoretically, but have not yet been able to internalize its moral messages in their daily behavior,
including in their digital activities. (Hoeruman et al., 2025)

Based on the description, the study of the relevance of educational hadiths to the
strengthening of student character in the digital era becomes very important to conduct. This
research aims to deeply examine the educational values contained in hadiths and their relevance
to the needs of strengthening student character amidst the development of digital technology.
(Amaturrohman, 2025) Thus, the results of this research are expected to provide theoretical and
practical contributions to the development of character education based on Islamic values that
are contextual and responsive to the challenges of the times. (Helmi & Kustanto, 2025)

A. Hadith as a Source of Islamic Education

Hadith is one of the main sources of Islamic teachings after the Qur'an, playing a very
important role in shaping the Islamic education system. Terminologically, hadith is defined as
everything that originates from the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), whether in the form of words
(qaul), actions (fi‘l), or approvals (tagrir). In the context of education, hadith not only serves as a
complement to the Qur'an but also as an explanation (bayan) and practical implementation of the
educational values contained within it. Therefore, hadith becomes a fundamental reference in
formulating  the  goals, methods, and  materials of Islamic  education.
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The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) was sent with the main mission to perfect human
morals, as he said:

P 2 ) -
RNER C- L weNy b P
dJ\A\}“ éJ\SA ('u/QJ\}{ L_\.gj Lu;\
“Indeed, I have been sent only to perfect noble character.” (HR. Ahmad).

This hadith emphasizes that the main orientation of education in Islam is the formation of
character and noble morals. Thus, Islamic education does not only focus on the transfer of
knowledge, but rather emphasizes the development of character (transfer of values) that is
reflected in the attitudes and behavior of the students.

The educational hadiths reflect the pedagogical approach of the Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) which is very humanistic, contextual, and effective. Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) educated his companions thru methods of exemplary behavior, dialog, habituation,
motivation, and giving wise advice. This approach shows that education from the perspective of
hadith is holistic, encompassing intellectual, spiritual, emotional, and social dimensions.
Students are not only invited to know what is right and wrong, but also guided to be able to
practice those values in real life. (I. A. Nasution et al., 2024)

In addition, hadith also place great emphasis on manners and ethics in the educational
process. The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) emphasized the importance of manners
before knowledge, as reflected in various hadiths that teach humility, respect for teachers, and
maintaining ethics in interactions. (Febriani et al., 2025) This shows that the success of
education is not only measured by intellectual intelligence but also by the quality of morals and
personality of the students. In this context, hadith serves as a normative foundation that
emphasizes that knowledge without morals can actually have negative impacts. (Zulfikar, 2024)

The relevance of hadith as a source of Islamic education becomes even stronger when
faced with the dynamics and challenges of the digital era. Hadiths that teach honesty,
trustworthiness, responsibility, self-control, and communication ethics have high applicative
value in shaping the character of students amidst technological advancements. These values can
serve as guidelines in addressing various moral issues that arise from the misuse of digital
technology, such as the spread of false information, violations of communication ethics, and the
degradation of manners in social interactions. (Aldi & Khairanis, 2025)

Thus, hadith as a source of Islamic education is not only normative and textual but also
contextual and relevant throughout the ages. The integration of hadith values into the education
system is a strategic effort to build the character of students who are noble, strong in personality,
and able to wisely adapt to the developments of the times. Therefore, the understanding and
practice of hadith in education need to be continuously developed so that Islamic education can
respond to the challenges of the digital era without losing its identity and fundamental values.
(Fagihuddin et al., 2026)

B. The Concept of Character in Education

Character is a fundamental aspect of the educational process because it is directly related
to the formation of an individual's personality and behavior. Etymologically, character comes
from the Greek word kharakter, which means a mark, feature, or trait inherent in a person. In the
context of education, character is understood as a set of moral values, attitudes, and habits
formed thru a continuous process of learning and habituation. Character is not formed instantly,
but rather thru a long process involving the family, school, and community environment.
(Faqihuddin et al., 2026)

In the perspective of modern education, character has become the main indicator of
educational success beside academic achievement. Education is no longer viewed merely as a
means of transferring knowledge, but also as a process of shaping individuals who are integral,
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responsible, and capable of living harmoniously within society. Therefore, character education
aims to instill universal values such as honesty, discipline, responsibility, hard work, social care,
and respect for others. These values become an important foundation for students in facing the
increasingly complex dynamics of life. (Maulida & Yuriska, 2025)

In the Islamic perspective, the concept of character is identical to the term akhlak.
Akhlak is a state of the soul that encourages a person to act spontaneously without having to go
thru lengthy considerations. Good character reflects a person's quality of faith, as emphasized in
various hadiths of Prophet Muhammad SAW. Thus, character education in Islam is not only
oriented toward outward behavior but also toward the inner development and spiritual awareness
of the students. Moral education aims to shape individuals who are balanced in their physical,
intellectual, and spiritual aspects. (M. A. Nasution & Abrianto, 2025)

Character education also emphasizes the importance of the value internalization process.
Students should not only know the concept of moral values theoretically but must also be able to
internalize and practice them in their daily lives. This internalization process requires exemplary
behavior from educators, habituation within the school environment, and reinforcement thru a
conducive school culture. In this context, the role of the teacher is very strategic as a behavioral
model that reflects the character values to be instilled in the students. (Mikdad et al., 2025)

In the digital era, the concept of character in education faces increasingly complex
challenges. Students live in an environment saturated with the influence of technology, social
media, and an unlimited flow of information. This condition demands strong character so that
students can filter information, control themselves, and act wisely in using technology. Without
character strengthening, technological advancement actually has the potential to cause negative
behaviors such as gadget addiction, decreased social empathy, and weakened communication
ethics. (Gina et al., 2025)

Therefore, character education in the digital era must be directed toward strengthening
moral values that are relevant to the contemporary context, such as digital literacy, media ethics,
social responsibility, and moral awareness in the virtual space. Character education cannot be
separated from religious values as the main foundation for personality development. In this
regard, character values derived from Islamic teachings, particularly the hadith of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him), play an important role in guiding students to lead a
responsible and meaningful digital life. (Village, 2024)

Thus, the concept of character in education is an important foundation in shaping
students who are not only academically excellent but also possess noble morals and strong
personalities. The integration of character education in all aspects of learning is essential so that
education can produce a generation ready to face the challenges of the times without losing
moral and spiritual values.. (Siregar et al., 2024)

C. Challenges of Character Education in the Digital Era

The digital era is marked by the rapid development of information and communication
technology that affects almost all aspects of human life, including the world of education. The
use of the internet, social media, artificial intelligence, and various digital learning platforms has
changed the learning patterns, ways of interaction, and lifestyles of students. On one hand, this
advancement provides ease in accessing information and broadening horizons, but on the other
hand, it also presents serious challenges in the effort to strengthen character education._(Sumatra,
2024)

One of the main challenges of character education in the digital era is the overwhelming
flow of information that does not always align with moral and ethical values. Students can easily
access various digital content without adequate filters, including content that contains violence,
pornography, hate speech, and excessive individualism values. This condition has the potential
to affect the mindset, attitudes, and behavior of students, especially if not balanced with strong
and continuous character development. (Baher et al., 2025)
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Moreover, the massive use of social media among students also poses its own challenges.
Social media often becomes a space for unrestricted expression, causing students to tend to
ignore communication ethics and manners in their interactions. Phenomena such as
cyberbullying, the spread of hoaxes, and mutual insults in the digital world indicate the weak
internalization of character values in digital life. This emphasizes that character education is not
enough to be taught theoretically, but must also be able to reach the realm of practice, including
in the digital activities of students. (Rahmani, 2025)

Another challenge is the weakening role of exemplary behavior in character education. In
the digital era, the figures that students look up to do not only come from the family and school
environment, but also from the online world, such as influencers and popular figures on social
media. Not all of these figures reflect positive moral values. As a result, students are at risk of
imitating behaviors that do not align with the expected character values, such as a consumerist
lifestyle, hedonism, and instant culture. (Saputra, 2025)

In addition, students' dependence on digital technology also poses a serious challenge in
character development. Excessive use of gadgets can reduce direct social interactions, decrease
empathy, and weaken interpersonal communication skills. Students tend to focus more on the
virtual world than on building healthy social relationships in the real environment. This
condition impacts the decline of values such as togetherness, care, and social responsibility..
(Ma’arif et al., 2025)

From the perspective of Islamic education, the challenge of character education in the
digital era demands a more integrative and contextual approach. Character values derived from
Islamic teachings, particularly the Hadith of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), need to
be actualized in the context of digital life. Hadiths that teach manners in speaking, maintaining
trust, and self-control are very relevant to guide students in facing the complexities of the digital
world. (Hoeruman et al., 2025)

Therefore, character education in the digital era is not only the responsibility of schools
but also requires synergy between families, communities, and the digital environment itself.
Educators are required to be able to utilize technology as a means of character strengthening, not
just as an academic learning tool. With the right approach and strong moral values, the
challenges of character education in the digital era can be transformed into opportunities to
shape students who are character-driven, ethical, and responsible in facing the developments of
the times.. (Presdiranti, 2026)

The impact of this research is expected to make a tangible contribution to the
development of character education concepts based on hadith values that are contextual to the
digital era, serve as a reference for educators in designing learning strategies oriented toward
moral formation, and strengthen the synergy between schools, families, and communities in
instilling digital ethics in students. In addition, this research is also expected to serve as a
foundation for the development of more adaptive educational policies in response to
technological challenges, thereby creating a generation that is not only digitally literate but also
possesses strong moral integrity. (Musthofa, 2023)

2. RESEARCH METHOD

This research uses a qualitative approach with the type of research being library research.
The qualitative approach was chosen because this research aims to understand, interpret, and
deeply analyze the relevance of educational hadiths to the strengthening of student character in
the digital era. This research does not focus on numerical measurement or statistical hypothesis
testing, but rather on the exploration of meaning, values, and educational concepts contained in
hadiths and their relevance to the context of contemporary education.

The data sources in this research consist of primary and secondary data. Primary data is
obtained from authoritative hadith books, such as Sahih al-Bukhari, Sahih Muslim, Musnad
Ahmad, and other hadith collections that contain hadiths relevant to the themes of education and
character building. Meanwhile, secondary data is obtained from various supporting literature,
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including books on Islamic education, scholarly works by Islamic education figures, scientific
journals, and articles discussing character education and the challenges of the digital era.

The data collection technique was carried out thru a systematic literature review of

relevant sources. The researcher identifies hadiths that contain educational values, particularly
those related to honesty, responsibility, discipline, manners, and ethics in interactions. In
addition, the researchers also reviewed literature discussing the concept of character, character
education, and the dynamics of education in the digital era to strengthen the contextual analysis
of the research.
Data analysis in this study was conducted using content analysis techniques. This analysis is
conducted thru several stages, namely data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion drawing.
In the data reduction stage, the researcher selects and chooses hadiths that are relevant to the
research focus. Next, in the data presentation stage, the hadiths are analyzed and their meanings
are interpreted in the context of character education. The final stage is drawing conclusions,
which involves formulating the relevance of educational hadith values to the strengthening of
student character in the digital era.

To maintain data validity, this research uses the source triangulation technique, which
involves comparing various literature sources and the views of Islamic education experts. The
researcher also rechecked the interpretation of hadith by referring to hadith commentaries and
the opinions of scholars to avoid misinterpretation. Thus, the research results are expected to
have an adequate level of validity and credibility.

Thru this research method, it is expected that the study will provide a comprehensive
overview of the role and relevance of educational hadiths in strengthening the character of
students in the digital era, as well as contribute conceptually to the development of character
education based on contextual and applicative Islamic values.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
A. Research Results

Based on the analysis of various relevant literature and educational hadiths, this research
finds that the educational values contained in the hadiths of Prophet Muhammad SAW have
strong and contextual relevance in the effort to strengthen the character of students in the digital
era. These hadiths not only emphasize cognitive aspects but are more dominant in the cultivation
of morals, manners, and moral responsibility, which are greatly needed in facing the challenges
of technological development.

The research results show that there are several main character values derived from
educational hadiths, namely the values of honesty, responsibility, discipline, manners and ethics,
as well as self-control. These values are directly related to the character issues faced by students
in the digital era, such as social media abuse, low digital communication ethics, and weak
responsibility in the use of learning technology.

Furthermore, this research also found that educational hadiths provide normative and
pedagogical foundations that can be used as references in designing character education
strategies that are adaptive to the times. Hadiths are not only textual but also contain flexible and
applicable moral messages that can be implemented in the context of modern education,
including in digital learning environments.

B. Discussion

1. The Relevance of the Value of Honesty in Hadith to the Character of Students in the
Digital Era
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Honesty is a fundamental value in character education that is heavily emphasized in the
hadith of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). The hadith stating that honesty leads to
goodness and paradise shows that honesty is the main foundation in building an integrity-filled
personality. In the context of the digital era, the value of honesty becomes very important,
especially in technology-based academic activities, such as online learning, online exams, and
internet information searches.

The phenomenon of plagiarism, data manipulation, and the spread of false information
(hoaxes) indicate the weak internalization of the value of honesty among students. Therefore, the
strengthening of the value of honesty derived from hadith needs to be integrated into the digital
learning process so that students can use technology responsibly and ethically.

2. The Value of Responsibility and Trustworthiness in the Perspective of Hadith

The research results show that hadiths emphasizing responsibility and trustworthiness
have a very strong relevance in shaping the character of students in the digital era. The hadith
about every individual being a leader and being held accountable for their leadership teaches that
every action, including digital activities, has moral consequences.

In digital learning, students are required to take responsibility in managing their time,
completing tasks, and using technology productively. Hadiths about trust can serve as a
foundation for instilling the awareness that technology is not just a means of entertainment, but
also a trust that must be utilized for goodness and self-development.

3. Strengthening the Value of Discipline thru Educational Hadith

Discipline is one of the important traits that often experiences degradation in the digital
era due to the flexibility of time and space in online learning. Hadiths that teach punctuality,
consistency in worship, and earnestness in fulfilling duties provide a strong value foundation in
building students' discipline.

The research results show that the internalization of discipline values thru the hadith
approach can help students manage their study time, avoid gadget addiction, and foster
awareness of the importance of orderliness in daily life. Thus, educational hadiths serve as a
moral instrument in shaping positive habits amidst technological advancement.

4. Etiquette and Ethics of Digital Media from the Perspective of Hadith

One of the important findings in this research is the relevance of hadiths about the
etiquette of speaking and guarding the tongue in building digital media ethics. Hadiths that
encourage speaking well or remaining silent have direct implications for the behavior of students
on social media and other digital spaces.

The phenomenon of cyberbullying, hate speech, and impolite communication in the
digital world indicates the need for strengthening digital etiquette based on Islamic values.
Educational hadiths can serve as a guide in instilling ethical awareness in students so that they
can interact politely, appreciate differences, and avoid negative behavior in the digital space.

5. Hadith as the Foundation of Holistic Character Education in the Digital Era

This discussion emphasizes that educational hadiths have a holistic approach in building
the character of students. Hadith not only regulates the relationship between humans and God,
but also the relationships among humans and their surrounding environment. This holistic
approach is highly relevant to the educational needs in the digital era, which demands a balance
between intellectual, emotional, and spiritual intelligence.
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The integration of hadith values in character education in the digital era can be achieved
thru the exemplary behavior of educators, the habituation of values in digital learning, and the
strengthening of school culture based on noble morals. Thus, education based on hadith can
shape students who are not only technologically proficient but also possess strong character and
ethics.

4. CONCLUSION

Based on the research and discussions that have been conducted, it can be concluded that
educational hadiths have a very strong and significant relevance in the effort to strengthen the
character of students in the digital era. Hadith not only serves as a source of normative teachings
in Islam but also as a comprehensive educational guide in shaping the personality of students.
The values contained in hadith, such as honesty, responsibility, discipline, trustworthiness,
manners, and self-control, are the main foundation in building the character of students who are
noble and ethical amidst the rapid development of digital technology.

The digital era presents various conveniences as well as challenges in the world of
education, particularly related to the degradation of moral and ethical values among students.
The rapid flow of information, massive use of social media, and minimal control in the digital
space demand a strengthening of character education that is more contextual and sustainable. In
this context, educational hadiths offer relevant and applicable value solutions to guide students
in utilizing technology wisely, responsibly, and in accordance with Islamic moral principles.

Furthermore, this research emphasizes that the integration of hadith values in character
education needs to be carried out holistically and systematically. Character strengthening is not
sufficient merely thru the theoretical delivery of material, but must be realized thru the
exemplary behavior of educators, the habituation of values in the learning process, and the
creation of an educational culture based on noble morals. Educational hadiths can be used as
references in designing learning strategies that are not only oriented toward academic
achievement but also toward the formation of students' attitudes and behaviors, including in their
digital activities.

Thus, hadith as a source of Islamic education plays a strategic role in shaping a
generation that is not only intellectually superior but also morally and spiritually strong. Hadith-
based character education is expected to produce students who are integrity-driven, ethical, and
possess moral awareness in facing the challenges of the digital era. Therefore, educators,
educational institutions, and policymakers need to make the values of hadith the main foundation
in the development of character education that is responsive to the times. This research also
opens up opportunities for further empirical studies to test the effectiveness of applying hadith
values in educational practices across various levels and contexts.
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This study aims to analyze the impact of low parental support on student
achievement and emotional well-being at the secondary education level.
Employing a qualitative approach with descriptive survey methods, data were
collected through open-ended online questionnaires distributed to students in
several urban areas in Indonesia. The data were further strengthened through
triangulation involving interviews and consultations with guidance and
counseling teachers. The findings reveal that low parental involvement, both
in academic guidance and emotional support, significantly affects students’
learning motivation and overall academic performance. Students tend to show
decreased interest in learning, limited comprehension of subject matter, and
difficulty maintaining consistent academic progress. In addition, the absence
of emotional support contributes to psychological challenges such as feelings
of neglect, stress, and persistent anxiety. Negative parental reactions toward
academic failure further intensify students’ emotional distress, reducing their
confidence and resilience. These results highlight the crucial role of parents
in fostering both academic success and emotional stability in students.
Therefore, this study recommends strengthening collaboration between
schools and families through parenting education programs, effective teacher-
parent communication, and family-based interventions to create a more
supportive, responsive, and sustainable educational environment for students.

Submitted: 24-02-2026. Revission: 02-05-2026. Approved: 30-05-2026. Published: 25-06-2026

1. INTRODUCTION

The role of parents in their children's education is a fundamental element that is
inseparable from their academic achievement and emotional balance. Support provided from an
early age forms a crucial cognitive, affective, and social foundation for a child's future
development. Parents act as the first educators, introducing life values, shaping character, and
providing guidance in facing academic and psychosocial challenges. (Baiti & Munadi, 2014)
Parental involvement extends beyond simply meeting material needs; it also encompasses
attention, positive communication, and consistent emotional support. This active participation has
been shown to create a conducive learning environment, significantly improving children's
motivation and academic achievement. (Khasanah & Abduh, 2023) However, in practice, not all
children receive adequate support from their parents. Factors such as economic pressure,
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workload, domestic disharmony, and low parental awareness of the importance of children's
education often pose major obstacles. This situation leaves children in a fragmented learning
environment, lacking clear direction and moral support from the family environment. (Putrie,
2019) Low parental involvement is often correlated with a decline in interest in learning, poor
academic discipline, and limited ability for children to independently address academic
challenges. This results in a progressive decline in academic achievement, which in the long term
can hinder children from reaching their intellectual potential. (Maulida, 2023) A child's emotional
well-being is also significantly affected by the level of parental involvement. Children who do not
receive emotional validation, attention, or psychological support are likely to experience various
emotional disorders, such as feelings of isolation, excessive anxiety, and even symptoms of
depression. This can lead to impaired concentration in school and a tendency to withdraw from
social activities at school. (Purnama, 2016) In many cases, this emotional instability triggers
deviant behavior, such as aggression or, conversely, apathy. Therefore, low emotional support
from parents can be said to have a dual effect on students' academic performance and mental
health, which are complexly interrelated. (Sinaga, 2018)

In a holistic education system, collaboration between schools and families is essential. The
absence of support from the home results in an unequal educational process, with schools having
to shoulder the burden of student development without the contextual support of the family
environment. (Wiradarma et al., 2021) When children do not receive moral and emotional support
from home, the learning challenges they face become increasingly difficult and difficult to
overcome. (Tumbol & Kho, 2022) Therefore, synergy between schools and parents must be built
within a strategic and sustainable framework, in order to create a comprehensive support system
for student development. (Sucipto, 2014) Various empirical studies have confirmed the
importance of parents' role in supporting student achievement. Epstein and Henderson & Mapp
have shown that parental involvement in the educational process is positively correlated with
students' academic achievement, learning regularity, and emotional stability. (Dhitaningrum,
2013) Conversely, minimal parental involvement is associated with an increased risk of school
absenteeism, low motivation to learn, and the emergence of behavioral problems. These studies
reinforce the assumption that parents' role is not merely supportive but also a key variable in a
child's educational ecosystem that cannot be ignored. (Handayani & Masyithoh, 2023)

The current social context adds complexity to building ideal parental involvement. Modern
lifestyles characterized by high mobility, minimal communication patterns, and changing value
structures within modern families have created an emotional distance between parents and
children. (Latifah, 2019) Time constraints and workloads cause parent-child relationships to be
more functional than affective. When these relationships lack emotional attention and warmth,
children will struggle to express their feelings and the challenges they face. (Diniaty, 2017)

In the long term, this situation can create a generation that is technically competent but
emotionally and socially unstable. Low parental support for children not only impacts individuals
but also reflects structural problems within the national education system. When large numbers of
students face learning challenges and emotional stress due to minimal support at home, the overall
quality of education declines. (Fadhilah & Mukhlis, 2021) Therefore, schools, as educational
agents, must establish effective two-way communication mechanisms with parents. Initiatives
such as parenting training, school-parent partnership forums, and family counseling services are
preventive strategies that need to be institutionalized to increase family involvement in their
children's education. (Fatmawati & Jani, 2024)

Based on the above explanation, this study aims to systematically analyze the influence of
low parental support on students' academic achievement and emotional well-being. The main
focus is to identify the extent to which minimal parental involvement affects students’ cognitive
and affective development, as well as to examine the causal relationship between these variables.
(Mata et al., 2018) The findings of this study reveal that low parental support significantly
contributes to decreased learning motivation, limited academic performance, and reduced
emotional stability among students. (Aman et al., 2019) Many students who receive minimal
attention from their parents tend to experience difficulties in understanding learning materials,
lack confidence in academic tasks, and show a decline in overall achievement. In addition, the
absence of emotional support from parents is associated with increased levels of stress, anxiety,
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and feelings of neglect. These emotional challenges further hinder students’ ability to engage
effectively in the learning process. The study also finds that negative parental responses toward
academic failure tend to worsen students’ psychological conditions, making them more vulnerable
to prolonged emotional distress. Therefore, this research is expected to provide both empirical and
theoretical contributions to the development of family-based education policies, as well as serve
as a practical reference for schools and policymakers in designing data-driven and contextual
intervention strategies. (Melinia et al., 2019)

2. RESEARCH METHODS

This study used a qualitative approach with a descriptive survey method, which aims to
deeply understand students' perceptions, interpretations, and experiences related to low parental
support in the context of learning and emotional well-being. The choice of this approach is based
on the subjective and contextual nature of the problem, where individual experiences are the main
source in revealing social reality. In this case, a qualitative approach allows researchers to explore
psychosocial dimensions that cannot be measured quantitatively, including the meanings formed
by students regarding the absence of parental support in their educational process. The focus on
personal experiences also provides space for students to articulate their emotional states
reflectively. The survey method in this context was used qualitatively with an instrument in the
form of an open-ended questionnaire distributed online through the Google Form platform. The
choice of Google Form aims to facilitate the efficient distribution of questionnaires to various
schools and allows students to provide flexible answers, without time pressure or formal
situations. The questionnaire was designed narratively with four main questions: (1) How do you
feel when parents are not involved in your learning process? (2) Does the absence of parents in
supporting your academic activities affect your enthusiasm and learning achievement? (3) Have
you ever experienced stress, anxiety, or loss of motivation because you felt you were not getting
enough attention from your parents regarding school matters? and (4) What are your hopes for
your parents' role in supporting your learning process and emotional well-being in the future?
These questions are open-ended so that students are free to express their personal views and
experiences. (Isik, 2025)

The population of this study was eighth and ninth grade junior high school (SMP)
students from urban areas in three provinces in Indonesia: North Sumatra (Medan) , Riau
(Pekanbaru) , and West Sumatra (Padang) . Students were selected purposively based on
inclusion criteria: willingness to actively participate, early adolescence (12—15 years old) , and
readiness to write narrative stories. Thirty students from three different schools participated.
Purposive sampling was used to ensure that participants had relevant backgrounds and could
provide rich descriptive information to uncover the dynamics of parental support for academic and
emotional aspects. Data analysis was conducted using a thematic analysis approach, which
involved several systematic stages. The first stage was the transcription of data from the
questionnaire into an analysis document. Next, open coding was performed, which involved initial
labeling of narrative fragments based on the occurrence of keywords and specific meanings. After
that, grouping into thematic categories was carried out based on similarities in context, meaning,
and student experiences. The emerging themes represented common patterns, such as “feeling
unappreciated,” “decreased motivation to learn,” “emotional loneliness,” and “expectation for
support.” The final stage involved interpreting the data, drawing on educational psychology
theory and mental well-being approaches to connect the data to broader conceptual understanding.

Data validity was confirmed through source triangulation techniques, which included
clarifying several student narratives through semi-structured online interviews and consulting with
guidance and counseling teachers at each school. The goal was to strengthen understanding of the
context and ensure that data interpretation truly reflected the actual conditions experienced by
students. Furthermore, triangulation helped identify consistencies and discrepancies between data
sources, resulting in more accurate, reliable, and interpretatively unbiased findings. This technique
is crucial in qualitative research, which relies heavily on the strength of narratives and contextual
understanding. Throughout the study, the researchers were fully committed to the principles of
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academic ethics and maintained the confidentiality of participants' identities. (Braun & Clarke,
2021)

Before completing the questionnaire, each student was given a written explanation of the
research's aims and objectives and asked to complete an online informed consent form. The
participating schools provided written consent, and the study was conducted in accordance with
applicable educational research ethics guidelines in Indonesia, including ensuring that there was
no pressure or coercion on participants. Data collection was voluntary, and each participant had
the freedom to withdraw at any time without consequence. This approach is expected to provide
an in-depth and reflective overview of the impact of low parental support on two crucial aspects
of students' lives: academic achievement and emotional well-being. The results will not only
enrich the scientific literature in educational psychology but also provide strategic input for
schools, parents, and policymakers in formulating educational models that are more responsive to
students' psychosocial needs. These findings are also expected to encourage the strengthening of
family-based education programs that position parents as key partners in supporting children's
success and well-being. (Patton et al., 2015)

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The results of this study revealed that low parental support significantly impacts two
fundamental aspects of students' lives: academic achievement and emotional well-being. Based on
qualitative data analysis obtained through open-ended questionnaires, brief interviews, and source
triangulation with guidance and counseling teachers, it was found that the majority of students
experienced minimal parental involvement, both in emotional and academic aspects. (Sidabutar et
al., 2023) This is reflected in student narratives, which describe feelings of alienation, low
motivation to learn, and psychological stress during educational activities. Most students reported
that their parents showed little interest or involvement in their learning. (Sumiyati et al., 2017)
Many of them must navigate the learning process independently without any guidance, whether in
completing assignments, understanding the material, or solving academic problems. This situation
leads to feelings of frustration, decreased enthusiasm for learning, and a tendency to neglect
academic responsibilities. Some students even stated that their home environment does not
support learning but instead becomes a source of stress due to high expectations not being
balanced with empathetic support. (Prianto & Putri, 2017)

These findings are reinforced by the bar chart visualization, which shows that 31.1 percent
of respondents acknowledged that a lack of parental support was a major factor contributing to
learning difficulties. Twenty-one percent agreed, and 10 percent strongly agreed, that parental
involvement is essential for understanding lessons. Only 5.6 percent disagreed, indicating that the
majority of students still greatly need family support in their academic journey. Emotionally, 29.5
percent of respondents stated that a lack of parental attention to their education triggers feelings of
sadness, disappointment, and neglect. Negative parental responses to children's academic failure,
such as comparing them with peers or providing criticism without constructive solutions, worsen
students' emotional states. As a result, students become reluctant to share their problems, feel
misunderstood, and experience increasing mental stress. This condition is also expressed in open
narratives that describe experiences of emotional loneliness and a strong desire for recognition
and validation from parents. (Yulika, 2019)

Furthermore, students also believe that mechanical parental involvement, such as asking
about report card grades or providing learning resources without warm emotional interaction, is
inadequate. They desire supportive relationships, open communication, and an appreciation for
the learning process, not just the end result. This view aligns with Bronfenbrenner's
developmental ecology theory, which emphasizes the importance of the family microenvironment
in shaping a child's character, resilience, and psychological well-being. When emotional
connections within the family are not well-developed, students lose a key source of resilience in
the face of academic pressure.
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Furthermore, parental support has been shown to significantly influence how students
interpret failure. Students who receive emotional support demonstrate higher levels of resilience,
are able to bounce back from failure, and are less likely to give up. (Razak et al., 2022)
Conversely, students who receive only criticism without support tend to experience serious
psychological impacts, such as decreased self-confidence, excessive anxiety, and withdrawal from
the school social environment. The absence of a safe space within the family environment makes
it difficult for students to channel the emotional stress they experience during the educational
process. Based on these findings, it can be concluded that the role of parents is not limited to
providing physical facilities and academic monitoring, but must also include aspects of emotional
support and psychosocial reinforcement.

Therefore, synergy between schools and families is needed to build a fully supportive
educational ecosystem. Schools can initiate parenting literacy programs, communication forums
between teachers and parents, and parenting skills training that emphasizes the importance of
emotional support for children. Through constructive collaboration, it is hoped that parents' roles
can be optimized in helping students achieve academic success while maintaining their mental
health sustainably. The questionnaire assessment data is presented in the following bar chart:

Apakah Anda merasa bahwa kurangnya dukungan orang tua memengaruhi semangat
Anda dalam belajar maupun dalam menjalani aktivitas lainnya

Kurang Setuju

Sangat Setuju

Tidak Setuju

Sefuju

0,00% 2.00% 4.00% 6,00% 8,00% 10,00%

Based on the bar chart above, the data was obtained from the results of a survey
distributed online via Google Form, with the aim of determining the extent to which a lack of
parental support affects students' enthusiasm for learning and other activities. The visualization
results show that the category with the highest percentage is "Disagree" at 11.1%, followed by
"Agree" at 10%, and "Strongly Agree" at 8.9%. The category with the lowest percentage is
"Disagree" at 5.6%. The high percentage in the "Disagree" category indicates that the majority of
respondents feel that a lack of parental support does not significantly impact their enthusiasm for
learning and activities. This can be interpreted as meaning that many students have other sources
of motivation, such as support from friends, teachers, or encouragement from within themselves.

However, the relatively high percentages in the "Agree" and "Strongly Agree" categories
also indicate that a significant number of students feel that parental support still plays a crucial
role in fostering enthusiasm for learning. As many as 18.9% of respondents explicitly
acknowledged that a lack of parental attention and involvement can lower their motivation, both
academically and in daily activities. Meanwhile, the group of students who chose "Disagree"
indicated that they did not feel a direct impact of parental support on their enthusiasm for learning.
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They are likely able to manage their enthusiasm for learning independently or receive support
from others.

Overall, these results reflect a diversity of perceptions among students regarding the role
of parents in supporting their enthusiasm for learning. While most respondents did not explicitly
blame a lack of parental support as the primary factor in low motivation, these findings remain
important for schools and families to work together to create an environment conducive to
fostering students' enthusiasm for learning.

Apakah Anda merasa semangat belajar Anda meningkat jika mendapatkan dukungan dari
orang tua

Setuju

Tidak Setuju

Kurang Setuju

Sangat Setuju

0.00% 5,00% 10,00%

Based on the bar chart above, the data was obtained from the results of a survey
distributed online via Google Form, with the aim of determining students' perceptions regarding
the influence of parental support on increasing their enthusiasm for learning. The visualization
results show that the category with the highest percentage is "Agree," at 10%, followed by
"Strongly Agree" at 6.7%. Meanwhile, the "Disagree" and "Disagree" categories each obtained
percentages of 6.1% and 5.6%, respectively. The high percentage in the "Agree" category
indicates that the majority of respondents feel that parental support plays an important role in
increasing learning motivation. The "Strongly Agree" category, which is also quite high,
reinforces the view that parental involvement, both emotional and practical, such as providing
encouragement, attention, or learning assistance, has a direct impact on increasing student
enthusiasm.

However, the significant percentages in the "Disagree" and "Somewhat Agree"
categories indicate that not all students directly experience the effects of parental support.
Students in this group likely have stronger internal motivational factors or receive support from
other sources, such as friends, teachers, or learning communities. Overall, 16.7% of respondents
agreed or strongly agreed that their enthusiasm for learning increased when they received support
from their parents. This finding demonstrates that the role of parents in supporting and motivating
children cannot be ignored, especially in today's educational context, which increasingly demands
active family involvement in students' learning processes.

These results can be used as a basis for schools and educational stakeholders to improve
collaboration with parents to support student learning. Active parental involvement in both
academic and non-academic activities is expected to create a more positive learning environment
and support optimal student development.
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Apakah Anda merasa sedih atau kecewa jika orang tua tidak menunjukkan perhatian
terhadap pendidikan Anda

Setuju

Sangat Sefuju

Kurang Setuju

Setuju, Kurang
Setuju

0.00% 5,00% 10,00% 15,00%

Based on the bar chart above, the data was obtained from the results of a survey
distributed online via Google Form, which aimed to determine students' responses to the
emotional conditions they experience when parents do not show attention to their education. The
visualization results show that the "Agree" category obtained the highest percentage, namely
17.8%, followed by the "Strongly Agree" category with 11.7%. This confirms that the majority of
students feel sad or disappointed if parents are not involved or pay attention to their education
process. The "Disagree" category was recorded at 4.4%, indicating that a small number of
students do not feel too emotionally disturbed by the lack of parental attention. Interestingly, there
is also a mixed category, namely "Agree, Disagree", with an even smaller percentage, namely
around 2.2%, which reflects doubt or inconsistency in respondents' perceptions of the statement.

Overall, when the "Agree" and "Strongly Agree" categories are combined, 29.5% of
respondents reported feeling sad or disappointed when they felt their parents' attention to their
education was lacking. This finding suggests that emotional support from parents not only impacts
students' enthusiasm for learning but also impacts their psychological well-being. This finding is
important for all parties, especially parents and educators, to consider in order to better understand
the importance of parental involvement in their children's education. Parental attention and
concern, even simple gestures, have a significant impact on students' feelings and emotional well-
being. Therefore, active communication and a supportive approach between parents and children
need to be continuously improved to create a healthy learning environment, both academically
and emotionally.
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Apakah Anda mengalami kesulitan belajar karena kurangnya bantuan dari orang tua di
rumah

Setuju

Kurang Setuju

Sangat Setuju

0,00% 5.00% 10,00% 15.00% 20,00%

Based on the bar chart above, the data was obtained from a survey distributed online via
Google Form. This survey aimed to explore the extent to which a lack of parental support at home
impacts students' learning difficulties. From the visualization results, the "Agree" category
occupies the highest percentage at 21.1%, followed by "Strongly Agree" at 10%, and "Disagree"
at 5.6%. The high percentage in the "Agree" category indicates that the majority of respondents
acknowledged obstacles in their learning process caused by a lack of parental support at home.
This indicates that most students need parental involvement in accompanying the learning
process, whether in the form of assignment assistance, academic guidance, or emotional support.

Furthermore, the relatively high percentage of respondents in the "Strongly Agree"
category confirms that some students experience significant learning difficulties due to a lack of
parental assistance. This indicates a reliance on parents for understanding the material,
particularly when students are studying independently at home. Conversely, the "Disagree"
category, which only reached 5.6%, reflects that a small number of students are less dependent on
parental assistance, perhaps they already have fairly good independent learning skills, or receive
support from other sources such as tutors, siblings, or peers. Overall, 31.1% of respondents stated
that a lack of parental assistance at home is indeed a cause of learning difficulties. This finding
emphasizes the importance of parental involvement, not only as providers of educational facilities
but also as active companions in students' learning processes at home. In the context of modern
education, which demands the role of families as partners with schools, these results signal the
need to increase parental literacy regarding children's learning needs.

4. CONCLUSION

Based on the research results, it was found that low parental support has a significant
impact on declining student learning achievement and emotional stability. Lack of parental
involvement in the educational process causes students to experience obstacles in understanding
material, difficulty completing assignments, and reduced enthusiasm and motivation to learn.
Emotionally, students who do not receive validation and attention from their parents tend to
experience stress, anxiety, and feelings of being unappreciated, which ultimately disrupt
concentration and social interactions in the school environment. Furthermore, students desire
parental involvement that is not only instrumental, such as providing learning facilities, but also
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emotional, such as open communication, empathy, and psychological support. The quality of
these relationships has been shown to be a key determinant in fostering student resilience in the
face of academic pressure. The absence of parents in this role causes students to feel isolated, lose
self-confidence, and struggle to develop optimally in both cognitive and affective aspects.
Therefore, it is crucial to build strong synergy between schools and families to create a holistic
educational ecosystem. Schools need to initiate parenting empowerment programs through
parenting training, dialogue forums, and awareness campaigns on the importance of emotional
support in children's education. Active, empathetic, and ongoing parental support is one of the
keys to educational success and students' mental well-being in facing the challenges of modern
education.
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The development of information and communication technology
encourages the education sector to adapt through the use of digital
learning technology. One of the developing innovations is the use of
Learning Management System (LMS) in the learning process at
secondary schools. This research aims to describe the utilisation of
LMS in enhancing the effectiveness of learning. The method used is a
qualitative descriptive approach with teachers and students as research
subjects. Data collection techniques include observation, interviews,
and documentation. The research results show that the use of LMS can
significantly enhance the effectiveness of learning. This is marked by
increased student participation in learning activities, the development
of learning independence, and the ease for teachers in managing
materials, assignments, and learning evaluations. LMS also supports
the creation of more flexible, structured, and interactive learning
because it can be accessed anytime and anywhere. However, the
utilisation of LMS still faces several obstacles, such as limited
technological infrastructure and differences in digital literacy levels
between teachers and students. Therefore, adequate support in terms of
facilities and infrastructure, as well as the enhancement of digital
competencies, is necessary so that the implementation of LMS can run
optimally, effectively, and sustainably in improving the quality of
learning in secondary schools.

Submitted: 11-01-2026. Revission: 23-04-2026. Approved: 30-05-2026. Published: 25-06-2026

1. INTRODUCTION

The development of information and communication technology has brought significant
changes in various aspects of life, including in the field of education. The world of education is
required to adapt to technological developments so that the learning process remains relevant to
the needs of students in the digital era. Secondary schools, as an educational level that plays a
strategic role in shaping the character, knowledge, and skills of students, are required to integrate
technology into the learning process to improve the quality and effectiveness of education.

(Fitriani 2020)
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The use of technology in education not only serves as a supporting tool but also as a
primary medium in creating innovative, interactive, and learner-centred learning. One form of
technology implementation in education is the use of a Learning Management System (LMS).
An LMS is a digital-based learning platform designed to manage, deliver, and evaluate the
learning process in a structured manner. Through an LMS, teachers can organise learning
materials, assign tasks, manage discussions, and conduct assessments online, while students can
access learning materials flexibly according to their individual needs and learning pace. (Fahrezi
et al. 2024)

In the context of secondary school education, LMS has great potential to enhance the
effectiveness of learning. The effectiveness of learning is not only measured by students'
academic achievements but also by the level of participation, active engagement, learning
motivation, and students' ability to understand and apply the learning material. LMS enables
two-way interaction between teachers and students through discussion features, forums, and
feedback available within the system, making the learning process more dynamic and not limited
by space and time. (Munir 2010)

In addition, the use of LMS can encourage students' learning independence. With the
availability of learning materials that can be accessed at any time, students are required to take
more responsibility for their own learning process. This is in line with the 21st-century learning
concept, which emphasises the development of critical thinking, creativity, collaboration, and
communication skills. LMS also provides students with the opportunity to learn according to
their own learning styles and rhythms, making the learning experience more personal and
meaningful. (Pratomo and Wahanisa 2021)

However, in practice, the utilisation of LMS in secondary schools still faces various
challenges. Not all schools have adequate technological facilities and infrastructure, such as the
availability of devices and stable internet access. In addition, the difference in digital literacy
levels between teachers and students also poses a challenge in optimising the use of LMS. Some
teachers still have difficulty fully utilising the LMS features, while some students are not yet
fully able to use the LMS as a means of independent learning. (Wiragunawan 2022)

Based on the aforementioned issues, a more in-depth study is needed regarding the
utilisation of LMS in the learning process and the extent of its contribution to improving the
effectiveness of learning in secondary schools. This research is important to provide a real
picture of the implementation of LMS, the benefits obtained, and the obstacles faced in its
application. Thus, the research results are expected to serve as evaluation materials and
recommendations for schools and educational stakeholders in developing more effective and
sustainable technology-based learning strategies.

a. Sistema de Gestion de Aprendizaje (LMS)

Learning Management System (LMS) is an information technology-based learning
system designed to facilitate the planning, implementation, management, and evaluation of the
learning process both online and blended learning. LMS functions as an integrated platform that
connects teachers, students, and learning materials in one digital platform. Through LMS, all
learning activities can be well-documented, making it easier for teachers to manage classes and
monitor students' learning progress. (Mahabu et al. 2025)

Conceptually, LMS not only serves as a medium for delivering materials but also as a
means of interaction and collaboration between teachers and students. LMS provides various
learning features such as uploading teaching materials in the form of text, videos, or interactive
multimedia, assignments, quizzes, discussion forums, and even an automatic grading system.
These features enable a more interactive, systematic, and structured learning process compared
to conventional learning.

In the practice of learning in secondary schools, LMS plays an important role in supporting
learning flexibility. Students can access learning materials anytime and anywhere without being
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limited by time and classroom space. This flexibility provides students with the opportunity to
review material they haven't understood and to manage their study time independently. On the
other hand, teachers can manage learning more effectively by organising materials, schedules,
and learning activities that meet the needs of students. (Sudiana 2016)

The use of LMS also makes a significant contribution to the improvement of learning
quality. LMS enables the implementation of student-centered learning, where students are
encouraged to be active in the learning process through online discussions, reflections, and
independent exploration of materials. The teacher acts as a facilitator who guides and provides
feedback on students' learning activities. Thus, the learning process is no longer centred on the
teacher, but rather on the activities and learning needs of the students. (Fitriani 2020)

In addition, LMS has advantages in managing learning evaluations. Through the LMS,
teachers can design assessment instruments such as quizzes and assignments online with a more
objective and transparent grading system. The assessment results can be accessed directly by
students, allowing them to understand their learning achievements and make continuous
improvements. LMS also provides student activity data that teachers can use to analyse the level
of student participation and engagement in learning.

Although it has many advantages, the use of LMS in secondary schools still faces several
challenges. The limitations of technological infrastructure, such as unstable internet access and
the availability of devices, are the main obstacles in the implementation of LMS. Additionally,
the differences in digital literacy skills among teachers and students also affect the effectiveness
of LMS usage. Therefore, continuous training and support are needed so that LMS can be
optimally utilised in supporting the learning process.

Thus, the Learning Management System (LMS) can be understood as a technology-based
learning innovation that has great potential in enhancing the effectiveness and quality of learning
in secondary schools. The proper and sustainable use of LMS is expected to create a more
adaptive, interactive, and relevant learning process in line with the demands of education in the
digital era.(Munir 2010)

b. Effectiveness of Learning

The effectiveness of learning is one of the main indicators in assessing the success of the
educational process. Learning is said to be effective if the established learning objectives can be
achieved optimally, both in terms of cognitive, affective, and psychomotor aspects of the
students. The effectiveness of learning is not only orientated towards learning outcomes but also
takes into account the learning process, student engagement, and the quality of interaction
between teachers and students during the teaching and learning activities. (Pratama and Kusuma
2021)

Conceptually, the effectiveness of learning is related to the extent to which the strategies,
methods, and media used can create conducive and meaningful learning conditions for students.
Effective learning is characterised by clear learning objectives, systematic delivery of material,
the use of varied methods, and the utilisation of learning media that align with the characteristics
of the students. Additionally, the effectiveness of learning is also influenced by the teacher's
ability to manage the classroom and provide constructive feedback to students.(Larasati and
Andayani 2019)

In the context of secondary school learning, the effectiveness of education is greatly
influenced by the level of student participation and motivation. Students who are actively
involved in the learning process tend to have a better understanding of the material being taught.
Active participation can be realised through activities such as discussions, question and answer
sessions, group work, and problem-solving. High learning motivation also plays an important
role in enhancing the effectiveness of education, as students will be more enthusiastic and
responsible for their learning process.(Sedana and Wijaya 2009)
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The effectiveness of learning can also be seen from the students' ability to apply the
knowledge and skills acquired in everyday life. Effective learning not only produces students
who can memorise material but also those who can think critically, creatively, and solution-
oriented. Therefore, learning in secondary schools needs to be designed to develop higher order
thinking skills and 21st-century skills.

In addition to the factors of students and teachers, the learning environment also affects the
effectiveness of learning. A conducive learning environment, both physically and
psychologically, can support the creation of a comfortable and enjoyable learning atmosphere.
The use of media and learning technology, including Learning Management Systems (LMS), is
one of the efforts to create an effective and adaptive learning environment in line with the times.

Thus, the effectiveness of learning is the result of the synergy of various learning
components, from planning, implementation, to evaluation of learning. Efforts to improve the
effectiveness of learning in secondary schools need to be carried out continuously through the
innovation of teaching methods, enhancement of teacher competencies, and the appropriate use
of educational technology. Optimal learning effectiveness is expected to produce graduates who
are not only academically excellent but also possess character and skills relevant to future
demands.(Yudhana and Kusuma 2021)

¢. LMS in Secondary School Learning

Learning in secondary schools has characteristics that demand a balance between mastery
of academic material, the development of thinking skills, and the formation of students' attitudes
and character. At this level, students are in a phase of cognitive development that allows them to
think more abstractly, critically, and reflectively. Therefore, a model and learning media that can
accommodate these needs are required, one of which is through the utilisation of a Learning
Management System (LMS). (Larasati and Andayani 2019) LMS in secondary school learning
serves as a means that integrates conventional learning processes with digital technology.
Through LMS, learning can be conducted online or through blended learning, thus not entirely
relying on face-to-face classroom learning. Teachers can utilise the LMS to deliver learning
materials in various formats, such as text, video, presentations, or other digital learning resources
that are relevant to the competencies that students need to achieve. (Subiyantoro and Ismail
2017)

The use of LMS also provides opportunities for teachers to implement more varied and
innovative teaching strategies. LMS allows for the application of project-based learning models,
collaborative learning, and problem-based learning. Through discussion and forum features,
students can discuss, exchange opinions, and collaborate in completing learning tasks. This
encourages the creation of more active interactions between students and between students and
teachers. (Listiyono et al. 2022)

In secondary school learning, LMS also plays an important role in enhancing students'
independence and responsibility in learning. With LMS, students are required to manage their
study time, access materials independently, and complete assignments according to the specified
deadlines. This condition trains students to have study discipline and readiness to face learning
at higher levels of education. (Alifiyanti, Afifah, and Ramadoan 2019)

Selain itu, LMS memudahkan guru dalam melakukan pengelolaan dan evaluasi
pembelajaran. Guru dapat memantau keaktifan siswa, mengelola tugas, serta memberikan
penilaian dan umpan balik secara sistematis. Data aktivitas belajar siswa yang terekam dalam
LMS dapat digunakan sebagai bahan evaluasi untuk mengetahui tingkat pemahaman, partisipasi,
dan perkembangan belajar siswa. Dengan demikian, guru dapat melakukan perbaikan dan
penyesuaian strategi pembelajaran secara berkelanjutan. (Anggriawan 2019)

Nevertheless, the implementation of LMS in secondary school education still faces various
challenges. The limitations of technological infrastructure, such as internet access and the
availability of learning devices, are one of the main obstacles. Moreover, the readiness of
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teachers and students to use learning technology is also a determining factor in the successful
implementation of LMS. Therefore, support from schools and education policymakers is needed
through the provision of facilities, training, and assistance in using LMS. Thus, the Learning
Management System (LMS) plays a strategic role in improving the quality and effectiveness of
learning in secondary schools. The optimal use of LMS can create more flexible, interactive, and
student-centered learning. This aligns with the demands of modern education, which emphasises
the use of technology as a means to enhance the quality and relevance of learning. Thus, the
Learning Management System (LMS) plays a strategic role in improving the quality and
effectiveness of learning in secondary schools. The optimal use of LMS can create more flexible,
interactive, and student-centered learning. This aligns with the demands of modern education,
which emphasises the use of technology as a means to enhance the quality and relevance of
learning. (Suaka et al., 2023).

More specifically, the results of this study show that the impact of using LMS is not only
visible in the technical aspects of learning but also in the changes in students' behaviour and
learning patterns. LMS is able to significantly increase student participation, especially in task
submission, online discussions, and engagement in structured learning activities. In addition,
students become more independent because they have broad access to learning materials that can
be reviewed according to their individual needs and pace. (Fahrezi et al. 2024) From the
teacher's perspective, LMS provides ease in designing, managing, and evaluating learning more
systematically. Teachers can utilise various features in the LMS to present diverse materials,
provide quick feedback, and monitor students' learning progress in real-time. This has an impact
on increasing the efficiency and professionalism of teachers in managing the learning process.
(Angreani, Dammar, and Mattalatta 2018)

However, this study also reveals obstacles that affect the optimisation of LMS, such as
limited internet access, availability of devices, and differences in digital literacy levels.
Therefore, continuous support from the school is needed in the form of adequate infrastructure
provision and digital competency training for teachers and students so that the positive impact of
LMS can be maximised sustainably. (Dongoran and Hariani 2025)

2. RESEARCH METHOD

This research uses a qualitative descriptive approach aimed at obtaining an in-depth
understanding of the utilisation of Learning Management Systems (LMS) in enhancing the
effectiveness of learning in secondary schools. This approach was chosen because the research
focuses on understanding the processes, experiences, and perceptions of teachers and students
regarding the use of LMS in learning activities without manipulating the variables being studied.
(Moleong 2020)

The research was conducted at one of the secondary schools that has implemented an LMS
in the learning process. The research subjects consisted of teachers and students directly
involved in the use of the LMS. Teachers served as the primary informants because they are
responsible for the planning, implementation, and evaluation of LMS-based learning, while
students acted as supporting informants to obtain data on responses, participation, and learning
experiences using the LMS. (Creswell and Clark 2007)

Data collection was conducted through observation, interviews, and documentation.
Observation was used to directly observe the implementation of learning utilising the LMS,
including interactions between teachers and students as well as learning activities taking place
within the LMS platform. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with teachers and students
to explore information regarding the benefits, challenges, and impact of using the LMS on the
effectiveness of learning. Documentation is used as supporting data in the form of teaching
materials, assignments, assessment results, and records of learning activities found in the LMS
system. This data collection technique is a common procedure in qualitative research to obtain
comprehensive data. (Miles, Huberman, and Saldana 2014)
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The data obtained were analysed using qualitative analysis techniques through the stages
of data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion drawing. Data reduction was carried out by
sorting and simplifying data relevant to the research focus, then the data were presented in the
form of a systematic narrative description to facilitate understanding. The final stage is drawing
conclusions, which is done by interpreting the data thoroughly in accordance with the research
objectives. This analysis model refers to the interactive analysis of Miles and Huberman, which
is widely used in qualitative research. (Denzin 2017)

To ensure the validity of the data, this study uses source and technique triangulation
methods. Source triangulation is conducted by comparing data obtained from teachers and
students, while technique triangulation is carried out by comparing the results of observations,
interviews, and documentation. Thus, the data obtained are expected to have a high level of
accuracy and reliability, making the research results scientifically accountable.

3. RESEARCH RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

a. Research Results

The research results show that the utilisation of the Learning Management System (LMS)
has been actively implemented in the learning process at the high school that was the research
location. Based on the observation results, teachers use the LMS as the main medium for
delivering learning materials, assigning tasks, and evaluating students' learning outcomes.
Learning materials are presented in various formats, such as written documents, presentations,
and educational videos, making it easier for students to understand the material being taught.

Research findings indicate that the majority of students regularly access the LMS
according to the predetermined learning schedule. Students utilise the LMS to download
learning materials, submit assignments, and participate in online discussions. Student activities
in the LMS are recorded systematically, allowing teachers to monitor the level of student activity
and engagement in the learning process. The activity data shows an increase in student
participation, especially in task submission and participation in discussion forums.

The results of the interviews with teachers indicate that the use of LMS helps improve the
efficiency of learning management. Teachers find it easier to manage learning schedules,
organise materials, and assess students' learning outcomes. The assessment system available in
the LMS allows teachers to provide quick and structured feedback to students. Teachers can also
monitor individual student learning progress through reports generated by the system.

From the students' perspective, interview results show that the use of LMS provides ease
and comfort in the learning process. Students stated that they can access learning materials
anytime and review the material they haven't understood. This helps students prepare for
learning evaluations. In addition, students feel more assisted with the presence of task reminders
and schedules available in the LMS, making them more organised in managing their study time.

The research results also show an increase in students' learning independence. Students
have become more responsible in completing tasks and following lessons independently through
the LMS. Some students have shown initiative in seeking additional learning resources relevant
to the material provided in the LMS. This indicates that the LMS contributes to fostering an
independent learning attitude among high school students.

However, the research findings also identified several obstacles in the utilisation of the
LMS. The most frequently encountered obstacles are limited internet access and differences in
the ownership of learning devices among students. In addition, there are still some students who
have difficulty operating certain features in the LMS. However, these obstacles do not
significantly hinder the implementation of LMS-based learning, as teachers and school
authorities strive to provide support and alternative solutions.

In general, the research results indicate that the utilisation of LMS has been quite
successful and has a positive impact on the effectiveness of learning in secondary schools. LMS
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helps improve participation, independence, and the regularity of the learning process, both from
the perspective of teachers and students.

b. Discussion

The discussion of this research results shows that the utilisation of Learning Management
System (LMS) significantly contributes to the improvement of learning effectiveness in
secondary schools. The research findings show that the LMS not only serves as a medium for
delivering material but also as a system capable of organising the entire learning process in a
more structured and systematic manner. This is evident from the ease with which teachers can
design, implement, and evaluate learning through a single integrated platform.

The improvement in learning effectiveness is reflected in the increased participation and
engagement of students in the learning process. Through the LMS, students have the opportunity
to actively interact with the material, teachers, and fellow students through discussion forums
and online assignments. This interaction creates a more dynamic learning environment and
supports student-centered learning. These conditions align with modern learning principles that
emphasise the importance of active student engagement in building knowledge.

The use of LMS also has a positive impact on students' learning independence. Students
are required to manage their study time, access materials independently, and complete
assignments according to the predetermined schedule. This independence becomes one of the
important indicators of learning effectiveness, as students no longer rely entirely on the teacher
as the sole source of learning. LMS provides space for students to learn at their own pace and
according to their individual learning styles, making the learning experience more personal and
meaningful.

From the teacher's perspective, LMS helps enhance professionalism in managing learning.
Teachers can create more varied and engaging teaching materials, as well as provide objective
and transparent assessments. The data on student activities recorded in the LMS provides
accurate information regarding the level of student engagement and understanding. This
information can be utilised by teachers to evaluate and continuously improve teaching strategies,
thereby enhancing the quality of education.

Although the research results show a positive impact of LMS utilisation, there are several
factors that influence the effectiveness of its use. The readiness of technological infrastructure,
the digital competence of teachers, and the digital literacy of students are determining factors for
the success of LMS implementation. When these factors are not optimally met, the utilisation of
LMS tends to be suboptimal and is only used as a medium for collecting assignments. Therefore,
efforts to improve competence and provide facilities support are needed so that the LMS can be
utilised optimally.

This discussion also shows that the successful utilisation of LMS requires support from
school policies and management. Schools need to provide adequate infrastructure, such as
internet access and supporting devices, as well as conduct regular training on LMS usage for
teachers and students. With adequate support, LMS can become an effective and sustainable
learning solution, especially in facing educational challenges in the digital era.

Overall, the discussion of the research findings emphasises that the utilisation of Learning
Management Systems (LMS) plays a strategic role in enhancing the effectiveness of learning in
secondary schools. LMS is capable of creating more flexible, interactive, and student-centered
learning. These findings reinforce previous research that states that the integration of technology
in learning can enhance the quality of the learning process and student outcomes if supported by
the readiness of human resources and adequate infrastructure.

4. CONCLUSION
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Based on the research and discussions that have been conducted, it can be concluded that
the utilisation of a Learning Management System (LMS) contributes positively to the
improvement of learning effectiveness in secondary schools. LMS serves as a digital learning
tool that can support a more structured, flexible, and interactive learning process. The use of
LMS makes it easier for teachers to deliver learning materials, manage assignments, and
systematically evaluate students' learning outcomes. Additionally, LMS also increases student
participation and engagement in the learning process through easy access to materials, online
discussion activities, and a well-scheduled assignment system.

In addition to improving the effectiveness of learning, the use of LMS also encourages the
development of student independence in learning at the secondary school level. Students
become more responsible in managing their study time, accessing materials independently, and
completing assignments according to the established guidelines. Although there are still
obstacles such as limited technological infrastructure and varying levels of digital literacy, these
obstacles do not diminish the potential of LMS as an effective learning medium. Therefore,
continuous support from schools and educational stakeholders is needed through the provision
of infrastructure, digital competency training, and policies that support the integration of
technology in learning so that the utilisation of LMS can be optimised sustainably.
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The Merdeka Curriculum is an educational policy designed to address
the challenges of 2Ist-century learning by emphasising the
strengthening of character and student competencies. One of the main
focuses of the Merdeka Curriculum is the strengthening of the
Pancasila Student Profile as a reflection of Indonesian students who are
faithful, devoted to God Almighty, noble in character, independent,
critical thinkers, creative, cooperative, and globally diverse. This
research aims to analyse the implementation of the Merdeka
Curriculum in enhancing the Pancasila Student Profile in educational
units. The research method used is descriptive qualitative with data
collection techniques through observation, interviews, and
documentation. The research results show that the implementation of
the Merdeka Curriculum through project-based learning, differentiated
instruction, and strengthening school culture can encourage the
development of students' character and competencies in accordance
with the dimensions of the Pancasila Student Profile. However, several
obstacles are still found, such as teacher readiness, limited facilities,
and uneven understanding of the concept. Therefore, continuous
support and improvement of educators' competencies are needed to
ensure the optimal implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum.

Submitted: 25-01-2026. Revission: 03-05-2026. Approved: 05-06-2026. Published: 25-06-2026

1. INTRODUCTION

Education is the main foundation in national development because it plays a strategic
role in shaping the quality of human resources. Through education, character values, knowledge,
and skills of students are developed in a planned and sustainable manner. (Handayani et al., 2022)
Amid the increasingly complex global developments, the world of education is faced with
significant challenges in the form of social changes, technological advancements, and the
demands of 21st-century competencies that emphasise critical thinking, creativity, collaboration,
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and communication skills. This condition demands an update to the education system that can
adapt to the dynamics of the times without neglecting the nation's identity. (A. F. Nasution et al.,
2024)

The curriculum, as the heart of the education system, plays an important role in
determining the direction and quality of learning in schools. A relevant and adaptive curriculum is
expected to meet the needs of students as well as the demands of society. (Ariesanti et al., 2023)
In response to these various challenges, the Indonesian government, through the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Research, and Technology, launched the Merdeka Curriculum. This
curriculum is designed to provide flexibility to educational units and educators in developing a
learning process that is student-centered, contextual, and meaningful. (I. A. Nasution et al., 2024)

The Merdeka Curriculum emphasises the concept of independent learning, which
provides space for students to learn according to their interests, talents, and developmental stages.
This approach is expected to reduce uniform learning and rote memorisation, replacing it with
learning that encourages deep understanding and competency development. (Ningsih et al., 2025)
In its implementation, the Merdeka Curriculum prioritises differentiated learning, formative
assessment, and project-based learning as the main strategies in developing students' potential
holistically. (Khoiriah et al., n.d.)

One of the main objectives of the Merdeka Curriculum is the strengthening of the
Pancasila Student Profile. The Pancasila Student Profile is formulated as an ideal depiction of
Indonesian students who possess global competencies and behave in accordance with the values
of Pancasila. The six dimensions of the Pancasila Student Profile, namely being devout and pious
to God Almighty and having noble character, global diversity, mutual cooperation, independence,
critical thinking, and creativity, serve as the foundation for designing all learning activities and
school culture. Thus, education is not only orientated towards academic achievement but also
towards the formation of character and national identity of the students. (Lathif & Suprapto, 2023)

In the context of implementation in educational units, the strengthening of the Pancasila
Student Profile is realised through the Pancasila Student Profile Strengthening Project (P5). The
PS5 activities are designed to provide contextual and relevant learning experiences for students' real
lives. Through thematic projects, students are trained to collaborate, solve problems, think
critically, and express their creativity. PS5 also serves as a strategic means to instill values of
diversity, social concern, and responsibility as citizens. (Saleh, n.d.)

Although the Merdeka Curriculum offers innovative concepts and learning approaches,
its implementation in the field is not without various challenges. Differences in teachers' readiness
levels, limited understanding of the curriculum concept, and the availability of facilities and
infrastructure are factors that influence the success of implementing the Merdeka Curriculum. In
addition, the shift in the learning paradigm from teacher-centered to student-centered requires an
adaptation process that is not easy for both educators and students. (Martatiyana et al., 2023)

Starting from that condition, an in-depth study and analysis are needed regarding the
implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum in educational units, particularly in relation to the
enhancement of the Pancasila Student Profile. (Raysa & Mustika, 2024) This analysis is important
to determine the extent to which the Merdeka Curriculum has been implemented in accordance
with the expected goals and how it impacts the formation of character and competencies of
students. The research results are expected to contribute to the development of educational
policies, the improvement of learning quality, and to serve as evaluation material for schools and
stakeholders in optimising the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum. (Pratiwi et al., 2024)

a. The Concept of Curriculum in Education
The curriculum is a set of plans and arrangements regarding objectives, content, teaching
materials, and methods used as guidelines in the implementation of learning activities. The
curriculum serves as the main direction and reference in the educational process, so the quality of
the curriculum greatly determines the quality of student learning outcomes. (Khairiyah et al.,
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2023) In its development, the curriculum is not only understood as a written document but also as
a dynamic and contextual process that must be adjusted to the needs of learners, the advancement
of science, technology, and societal demands. (Susilo & Sihite, 2022)

Education experts state that an ideal curriculum must be flexible, relevant, and orientated
towards competency development. The curriculum must also be able to integrate aspects of
knowledge, skills, and attitudes in a balanced manner. Therefore, curriculum renewal has become
an inseparable necessity from efforts to improve the quality of national education. (Anjeliani et
al., 2024)

b. Merdeka Curriculum

The Merdeka Curriculum is the latest curriculum policy developed as an effort to
transform education in Indonesia. This curriculum was born from the idea of Merdeka Belajar,
which emphasises freedom of thought, freedom of creativity, and freedom of learning for students
and educators. (Sumarsih et al., 2022) The Merdeka Curriculum provides greater autonomy to
educational units in designing and developing learning according to the characteristics of students
and the school environment. (Siregar & Munthe, 2024)

The main features of the Merdeka Curriculum are the simplification of the curriculum
structure, focus on essential materials, and strengthening of competency-based learning. (Istianah
et al., 2023) With a focus on essential materials, students are expected to have a deep
understanding (deep learning), not just a superficial mastery of the material. Additionally, the
Merdeka Curriculum encourages the implementation of differentiated learning, which is learning
that adjusts to the readiness, interests, and learning styles of students. (Hidayat & Putro, 2024)

In its implementation, the Merdeka Curriculum also emphasises the importance of
formative assessment as a tool to monitor students' learning progress continuously. Assessment no
longer solely functions as a final evaluation tool, but as an integral part of the learning process
aimed at improving the quality of students' learning. (Setiawan et al., 2023)

c. Pancasila Student Profile

The Pancasila Student Profile is an ideal depiction of the character and competencies of
Indonesian students that is expected to be realised through the educational process. This profile is
formulated based on the values of Pancasila as the foundation of the state and the worldview of
the Indonesian nation. (Albar, 2022) The Pancasila Student Profile is the ultimate goal of the
entire learning process in the Merdeka Curriculum. The Pancasila Student Profile consists of six
main dimensions, namely:

1. Faithful, devout to God Almighty, and possessing noble character, which reflects religious,
moral, and ethical attitudes in daily life.

2. Global diversity, which is the ability to appreciate cultural, ethnic, religious, and ideological
differences, and to have an open attitude towards global diversity.

3. Gotong royong, which emphasises the ability to cooperate, social concern, and solidarity.

4. Independent, which is the ability to manage oneself, be responsible, and have intrinsic
motivation in learning.

5. Critical thinking, which includes the ability to analyse information, evaluate arguments, and
make rational decisions.

6. Creative, which is the ability to generate ideas, works, and innovative solutions in various
situations.

These six dimensions are interconnected and form the character of students in a holistic
and sustainable manner. (Alfina & Hasanah, 2024)

d. Project to Strengthen the Pancasila Student Profile (P5)
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The Pancasila Student Profile Strengthening Project (P5) is one of the main strategies in
the Independent Curriculum to instill the values of the Pancasila Student Profile contextually. P5
is designed in the form of cross-disciplinary project activities that provide real learning
experiences for students. Through P35, students not only acquire knowledge but also develop
attitudes and social skills. (Munawir et al., 2024)

P5 emphasises problem-based learning and project-based learning. These activities
encourage students to be active, collaborative, and reflective. The themes of P5 are adjusted to the
local context and current issues, such as sustainable lifestyles, local wisdom, entrepreneurship,
and global diversity. Thus, P5 becomes an effective means of internalising the values of Pancasila
in the lives of students. (Handayani et al., 2022)

e. Curriculum Implementation

Curriculum implementation is the process of applying the curriculum in classroom
learning practices and the school environment. Effective implementation does not only depend on
the curriculum documents but also on the readiness and competence of teachers, the leadership of
the school principal, the support of facilities and infrastructure, and a conducive school culture.
(Nugroho et al., 2024)

The success of implementing the Merdeka Curriculum requires a shift in the learning
paradigm from being teacher-centered to being student-centered. Teachers act as facilitators and
learning companions, while students become active subjects in the learning process. In addition,
collaboration among educators and parental involvement are also important factors in supporting
the successful implementation of the curriculum. (Lestari, n.d.)

f. The Relationship between the Merdeka Curriculum and the Pancasila Student Profile

The Merdeka Curriculum and the Pancasila Student Profile have a very close and
complementary relationship. The Merdeka Curriculum serves as a means, while the Pancasila
Student Profile is the ultimate goal to be achieved. All learning strategies, assessments, and school
activities in the Merdeka Curriculum are directed towards developing the six dimensions of the
Pancasila Student Profile. (Cahyaningrum & Diana, 2023)

Through differentiated learning, PS5, and the strengthening of school culture, the Merdeka
Curriculum provides space for students to optimally develop their character and competencies.
Thus, the effective implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum is expected to produce a
generation of Indonesian students who excel academically, embody Pancasila values, and are
ready to face global challenges. (Nurbani et al., 2024)

2. RESEARCH METHOD

This research uses a descriptive qualitative approach with the aim of gaining an in-depth
understanding of the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum in enhancing the Pancasila
Student Profile in educational units. This approach was chosen because the research focuses on
the processes, meanings, and phenomena that occur naturally within the school environment
without manipulating the research variables. Descriptive qualitative research allows researchers to
systematically and factually describe the implementation practices of the Merdeka Curriculum and
its impact on strengthening the character and competencies of students.

The research was conducted at one of the educational institutions that have implemented
the Merdeka Curriculum. The selection of the research location was based on the consideration
that the school had gradually implemented the Merdeka Curriculum and had a Pancasila Student
Profile Strengthening Project (P5) program. The research subjects include the school principal,
teachers, and students who were selected using purposive sampling techniques, which involve
choosing informants based on their direct involvement and relevance to the research focus. The
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principal was chosen as the key informant due to their role in curriculum planning and policy-
making, teachers as the main implementers of learning, and students as the ones who directly
experience the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum.

Data collection was carried out through observation, interviews, and documentation.
Observations were conducted non-participatively to observe the learning process in the classroom,
the implementation of the Pancasila Student Profile Strengthening Project, and the school culture
that supports the character development of students. Semi-structured interviews were conducted
with the principal, teachers, and students to gather information related to their understanding,
experiences, and challenges in the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum. Documentation
was used as supporting data, including curriculum documents, teaching modules, learning tools,
PS5 activity reports, and school activity archives.

Data analysis was conducted qualitatively using an interactive model that included the
processes of data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion drawing. Data obtained from
various sources were selected and focused on information relevant to the research objectives, then
presented in the form of descriptive narratives for easy understanding. Conclusion drawing is
carried out in stages by considering the interrelation between data and field findings. To ensure
the validity of the data, this research uses source triangulation and technique triangulation, which
involves comparing data obtained from various informants and through various data collection
techniques.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The research results show that the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum in
educational units has been progressing gradually and quite systematically. Schools have made
adjustments to the curriculum structure, learning tools, and teaching strategies in line with the
principles of the Merdeka Curriculum. Teachers are given the freedom to design teaching modules
that focus on learning outcomes and the needs of students. This flexibility encourages the creation
of more contextual and student-centered learning.

In classroom learning practices, teachers have implemented differentiated instruction by
adjusting strategies, methods, and assessments based on the readiness levels and characteristics of
the students. Differentiation of content, process, and learning products is evident in group
discussion activities, project assignments, and the use of varied learning media. These findings
indicate that the Merdeka Curriculum provides space for teachers to develop creativity in
managing learning, while also encouraging students to be more active and independent in their
studies.

The implementation of the Pancasila Student Profile Strengthening Project (P5) has
become one of the main findings in this research. The P5 activities are carried out through various
themes relevant to the students' life contexts, such as global diversity, sustainable lifestyles, and
local wisdom. Through project activities, students are trained to collaborate, take responsibility,
and solve problems creatively. Observation results show that students are more enthusiastic and
actively involved in P5 activities compared to conventional learning, because projects provide real
and meaningful learning experiences.

From the aspect of strengthening the Pancasila Student Profile, the research results show
positive developments in several dimensions. The dimension of mutual cooperation is evident
from the increased ability of students to work together and help each other in completing group
tasks. The independent dimension is reflected in the increased responsibility of students towards
their own tasks and learning processes. In addition, the dimensions of critical and creative
thinking are also beginning to develop through discussion activities, presentations, and problem-
solving in project-based learning.

Strengthening the dimension of faith and noble character is carried out through the
habituation of religious activities, the instillation of moral values in learning, and the exemplary
behaviour of teachers. Meanwhile, the dimension of global diversity is developed through
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activities that encourage attitudes of tolerance, mutual respect, and understanding of cultural
diversity. The results of interviews with teachers and students show that these values are
beginning to be internalised in the attitudes and behaviours of students, both in the school
environment and in everyday social interactions.

Nevertheless, this study also found several obstacles in the implementation of the
Merdeka Curriculum. One of the main obstacles is the difference in teachers' levels of
understanding and readiness in implementing differentiated learning and P5. Some teachers still
face difficulties in developing teaching modules and designing assessments that align with the
principles of the Merdeka Curriculum. In addition, the limitations of facilities and infrastructure,
such as learning media and project implementation time, pose a unique challenge in the optimal
implementation of P5.

Another constraint is the administrative burden felt by teachers in the process of adapting
to the new curriculum. Teachers must adjust the learning tools and assessment systems that differ
from the previous curriculum. This requires time and ongoing support so that teachers can
perform their roles to the fullest. These findings are in line with various previous studies that state
that the success of curriculum implementation is greatly influenced by the readiness of human
resources and school management support.

As an effort to overcome these obstacles, the school has implemented various strategies,
such as internal training, teacher learning community activities, and supervision by school
inspectors. The principal plays an active role in encouraging collaboration among teachers and
creating a school climate that supports the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum. These
efforts demonstrate that school leadership plays a crucial role in the successful implementation of
the curriculum and the strengthening of the Pancasila Student Profile.

Overall, the research findings and discussion indicate that the implementation of the
Merdeka Curriculum contributes positively to the enhancement of the Pancasila Student Profile.
Flexible, contextual, and project-based learning can encourage the holistic development of
students' character and competencies. However, this success needs to be supported by the
improvement of teacher competencies, the provision of adequate facilities and infrastructure, and
continuous mentoring so that the goals of the Merdeka Curriculum can be optimally achieved.

4. CONCLUSION

The research results show that the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum in
educational units has been progressing gradually and quite systematically. Schools have made
adjustments to the curriculum structure, learning tools, and teaching strategies in line with the
principles of the Merdeka Curriculum. Teachers are given the freedom to design teaching modules
that focus on learning outcomes and the needs of students. This flexibility encourages the creation
of more contextual and student-centered learning.

In classroom learning practices, teachers have implemented differentiated instruction by
adjusting strategies, methods, and assessments based on the readiness levels and characteristics of
the students. Differentiation of content, process, and learning products is evident in group
discussion activities, project assignments, and the use of varied learning media. These findings
indicate that the Merdeka Curriculum provides space for teachers to develop creativity in
managing learning, while also encouraging students to be more active and independent in their
studies.

The implementation of the Pancasila Student Profile Strengthening Project (P5) has
become one of the main findings in this research. The PS5 activities are carried out through various
themes relevant to the students' life contexts, such as global diversity, sustainable lifestyles, and
local wisdom. Through project activities, students are trained to collaborate, take responsibility,
and solve problems creatively. Observation results show that students are more enthusiastic and
actively involved in P5 activities compared to conventional learning, because projects provide real
and meaningful learning experiences.
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From the aspect of strengthening the Pancasila Student Profile, the research results show
positive developments in several dimensions. The dimension of mutual cooperation is evident
from the increased ability of students to work together and help each other in completing group
tasks. The dimension of independence is reflected in the increased responsibility of students
towards their own tasks and learning processes. In addition, the dimension of critical and creative
thinking is also beginning to develop through discussion activities, presentations, and problem-
solving in project-based learning.

Strengthening the dimension of faith and noble character is carried out through the
habituation of religious activities, the instillation of moral values in learning, and the exemplary
behaviour of teachers. Meanwhile, the dimension of global diversity is developed through
activities that encourage attitudes of tolerance, mutual respect, and understanding of cultural
diversity. The results of interviews with teachers and students indicate that these values are
beginning to be internalised in the attitudes and behaviours of students, both in the school
environment and in their daily social interactions.

Nevertheless, this study also found several obstacles in the implementation of the
Merdeka Curriculum. One of the main obstacles is the difference in teachers' understanding and
readiness to implement differentiated learning and P5. Some teachers still face difficulties in
preparing teaching modules and designing assessments that align with the principles of the
Merdeka Curriculum. Additionally, the limitations in facilities and infrastructure, such as learning
media and project implementation time, pose their own challenges in the optimal execution of P5.

Another constraint is the administrative burden felt by teachers in the process of adapting
to the new curriculum. Teachers must adjust the learning tools and assessment systems that differ
from the previous curriculum. This requires time and ongoing support so that teachers can
perform their roles to the fullest. These findings are in line with various previous studies that state
that the success of curriculum implementation is greatly influenced by the readiness of human
resources and school management support.

As an effort to overcome these obstacles, the school has implemented various strategies,
such as internal training, teacher learning community activities, and supervision by school
inspectors. The principal plays an active role in encouraging collaboration among teachers and
creating a school climate that supports the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum. These
efforts demonstrate that school leadership plays an important role in the successful
implementation of the curriculum and the strengthening of the Pancasila Student Profile. Overall,
the research findings and discussions indicate that the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum
contributes positively to the enhancement of the Pancasila Student Profile. Flexible, contextual,
and project-based learning can encourage the holistic development of students' character and
competencies. However, this success needs to be supported by improving teachers' competencies,
providing adequate facilities and infrastructure, and continuous mentoring so that the goals of the
Merdeka Curriculum can be optimally achieved.

5. BIBLIOGRAPHY

Albar, J. (2022). Analisis Penerapan Kurikulum Merdeka Terhadap Kecerdasan Interpersonal
Siswa Sekolah Dasar. Jurnal Pendidikan Dasar. http://dx.doi.org/10.46368/jpd.v10i2.891

Alfina, I. A. D., & Hasanah, F. N. (2024). Analisis Implementasi Kurikulum Merdeka dalam
Proses Pembelajaran Kegiatan P5 Berbasis Teknologi Informasi dan Komunikasi di SMK
Negeri 2 Buduran. Physical Sciences. Life Science and Engineering, 1(2), 14.

Anjeliani, S., Yanti, L. D., Aisyah, S., Saputra, M. R., Khoirunnisa, K., & Risdalina, R. (2024).
Analisis Problematika Penerapan Kurikulum Merdeka di Sekolah Dasar. Jurnal Inovasi,
Evaluasi  Dan  Pengembangan  Pembelajaran (JIEPP),  4(2), 294-302.
https://doi.org/10.54371/jiepp.v4i2.416

Zeniusi Journal: Vol 3 No 1 June 2026 | 58


http://dx.doi.org/10.46368/jpd.v10i2.891
https://doi.org/10.54371/jiepp.v4i2.416

Hermawati, Galih Orlando, Khairul Fahmi Lubis, Syahrin Pasaribu, Mariani Siregar

Ariesanti, D., Mudiono, A., & Arifin, S. (2023). Analisis implementasi kurikulum merdeka dan
perencanaan pembelajaran di sekolah dasar. SENTRI: Jurnal Riset Ilmiah, 2(6), 1896—
1907. https://doi.org/10.55681/sentri.v2i6.995

Cahyaningrum, D. E., & Diana, D. (2023). Proyek penguatan profil pelajar Pancasila sebagai
implementasi Kurikulum Merdeka di lembaga PAUD. Jurnal Obsesi: Jurnal Pendidikan
Anak Usia Dini, 7(3), 2895-2906. https://doi.org/10.31004/obsesi.v7i3.4453

Handayani, S. D., Irawan, A., Febriyanti, C., & Kencanawaty, G. (2022). Mewujudan Pelajar
Pancasila Dengan Mengintegrasikan Kearifan Budaya Lokal Dalam Kurikulum Merdeka.
Ilma Jurnal Pendidikan Islam, 1(1), 76—81. https://doi.org/10.58569/ilma.v1i1.457

Hidayat, W., & Putro, K. Z. (2024). Implementasi kurikulum merdeka dalam pendidikan Pancasila
di sekolah dasar: Profil pelajar sebagai aset bangsa. Journal of Nusantara Education, 3(2),
79-90.

Istianah, A., Maftuh, B., & Malihah, E. (2023). Konsep sekolah damai: Harmonisasi profil pelajar
Pancasila dalam implementasi kurikulum merdeka belajar. Jurnal Education and
Development, 11(3), 333—-342. https://doi.org/10.37081/ed.v11i3.5048

Khairiyah, U., Gusmaniarti, G., Asmara, B., Suryanti, S., Wiryanto, W., & Sulistiyono, S. (2023).
Fenomena penerapan kurikulum merdeka dalam pembentukan karakter profil pelajar
Pancasila siswa sekolah dasar. ELSE (Elementary School Education Journal): Jurnal
Pendidikan Dan Pembelajaran Sekolah Dasar, 7(2), 172-178.
https://doi.org/10.30651/else.v7i2.16924

Khoiriah, B., Irpan Siregar, 1. S., & Sari, D. P. (n.d.). DPS., & Irvandy Anugrah Nasution, IAN
(2024). Education And Social Environment. Zeniusi Journal, 1 (1).

Lathif, M. A., & Suprapto, N. (2023). Analisis persiapan guru dalam mempersiapkan kegiatan P5
(Projek Penguatan Profil Pelajar Pancasila) pada implementasi kurikulum merdeka. Jurnal
Pendidikan & Pengajaran (JUPE2), 1(2), 271-279.
https://doi.org/10.54832/jupe2.v1i2.169

Lestari, S. (n.d.). Jupriaman.(2024). Peran Guru Pendidikan Agama Islam Di Era Digital. Zeniusi
Journal, 1 (1). https://doi.org/10.70821/zj.v1il.11

Martatiyana, D. R., Derlis, A., Aviarizki, H. W., Jurdil, R. R., Andayani, T., & Hidayat, O. S.
(2023). Analisis komparasi implementasi kurikulum merdeka dan kurikulum 2013.
Muallimuna: Jurnal Madrasah Ibtidaiyah, 9(1), 96-109.
https://dx.doi.org/10.31602/muallimuna.v9i1.11600

Munawir, M., Arofah, L. N., & Sari, R. A. P. (2024). Analisis penerapan kurikulum merdeka
dalam pembelajaran pendidikan agama Islam di madrasah ibtidaiyah. Jurnal Pendidikan
Dasar Dan Keguruan, 9(1), 49-54. https://doi.org/10.47435/jpdk.v911.2785

Nasution, A. F., Julia, A. P., & Zulna, R. F. (2024). The Influence of Learning Facility Quality on
Student Learning Motivation at Campus II UIN Sumatera Utara Medan. Zeniusi Journal,
1(2), 26-35. https://doi.org/10.70821/7).v1i2.25

Nasution, I. A., Jupriaman, Dwina Putri, D. P., & Munthe, M. Z. (2024). Potential And Challenges
Of Implementing Artificiallntelligence In The Field Of Education. Zeniusi Journal, 1(1
SE-Articles). https://doi.org/10.70821/zj.v111.9 https://doi.org/10.70821/zj.v1i1.9

Ningsih, T. L., Yusuf, W. F., & Yusuf, A. (2025). Implementasi kurikulum merdeka dalam
pendidikan agama Islam untuk membentuk profil pelajar Pancasila sejak dini. Andragogi:
Jurnal Pendidikan Dan Pembelajaran, 5(1), 244-259.
https://doi.org/10.31538/adrg.v5i1.1992

Nugroho, D. Y., Darmayanti, A., & Atikah, C. (2024). Penguatan Profil Pelajar Pancasila

Zeniusi Journal: Vol 3 No 1 June 2026 | 59


https://doi.org/10.55681/sentri.v2i6.995
https://doi.org/10.31004/obsesi.v7i3.4453
https://doi.org/10.58569/ilma.v1i1.457
https://doi.org/10.37081/ed.v11i3.5048
https://doi.org/10.30651/else.v7i2.16924
https://doi.org/10.54832/jupe2.v1i2.169
https://doi.org/10.70821/zj.v1i1.11
https://dx.doi.org/10.31602/muallimuna.v9i1.11600
https://doi.org/10.47435/jpdk.v9i1.2785
https://doi.org/10.70821/zj.v1i2.25
https://doi.org/10.70821/zj.v1i1.9
https://doi.org/10.70821/zj.v1i1.9
https://doi.org/10.31538/adrg.v5i1.1992

Hermawati, Galih Orlando, Khairul Fahmi Lubis, Syahrin Pasaribu, Mariani Siregar

dengan Implementasi Kebijakan Merdeka Belajar.

Nurbani, A., Suriswo, S., & Fr, D. A. (2024). Analisis Implementasi Projek Penguatan Profil
Pelajar Pancasila Dalam Kurikulum Merdeka Untuk Meningkatkan Kreatifitas Dan
Kemandirian Di Sekolah Dasar. Journal of Education Research, 5(3), 3015-3023.

Pratiwi, N. Q. E., Nugraha, U., & Widowati, A. (2024). Analisis implementasi projek penguatan
profil pelajar Pancasila (P5) tema kewirausahaan pada kurikulum Merdeka Belajar di kelas
V  sekolah dasar. JIIP-Jurnal Ilmiah Ilmu  Pendidikan, 7(5), 4719-4727.
https://doi.org/10.54371/jiip.v7i5.4283

Raysa, A., & Mustika, D. (2024). Tahapan perencanaan implementasi kurikulum merdeka melalui
projek penguatan profil pelajar pancasila. Aulad: Journal on Early Childhood, 7(1), 53-61.
https://doi.org/10.31004/aulad.v7i1.580

Saleh, R. (n.d.). Implementasi Kurikulum Merdeka melalui Penguatan Profil Pelajar Pancasila
Gugus.

Setiawan, R. B., Sholeh, M., Nurrahman, A., & Nurfatmawati, L. (2023). Literasi Proyek Profil
Pelajar Pancasila dalam Implementasi Kurikulum Merdeka pada Lembaga TK. Jurnal
Obsesi: Jurnal Pendidikan Anak Usia Dini, 7(6), 7030-7040.
https://doi.org/10.31004/0bsesi.v7i6.5435

Siregar, I. S. I, & Munthe, M. Z. (2024). The Role of Artificial Intelligence (Al) in the
LearningProcess PGMI Students at STIT Al-BukharyLabuhanbatu North Sumatra: Peran
Artificial Intelligence (AI) Dalam ProsesPembelajaran Mahasiswa PGMI Di STITAI-
Bukhary LabuhanbatuSumatera Utara. Zeniusi Journal, 1(1).
https://doi.org/10.70821/zj.v1il.3

Sumarsih, 1., Marliyani, T., Hadiyansah, Y., Hernawan, A. H., & Prihantini, P. (2022). Analisis
implementasi kurikulum merdeka di sekolah penggerak sekolah dasar. Jurnal Basicedu,
6(5), 8248-8258. https://doi.org/10.31004/basicedu.v6i5.3216

Susilo, J., & Sihite, M. (2022). Analisis Implementasi Kurikulum Merdeka Belajar dalam
Mengembangkan Karakter Pancasila Di SMPN 5 Satu Atap Kerajaan Pardomuan. Jurnal
Penelitian, Pendidikan Dan Pengajaran: JPPP, 3(3), 266-276.
https://doi.org/10.30596/jppp.v3i3.13216

Zeniusi Journal: Vol 3 No 1 June 2026 | 60


https://doi.org/10.54371/jiip.v7i5.4283
https://doi.org/10.31004/aulad.v7i1.580
https://doi.org/10.31004/obsesi.v7i6.5435
https://doi.org/10.70821/zj.v1i1.3
https://doi.org/10.31004/basicedu.v6i5.3216
https://doi.org/10.30596/jppp.v3i3.13216

ZENIUSI JOURNAL

Vol. 3 No. 1. June 2026
E-ISSN: 3063-6027 F 4
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70821/7j.v311.58

Open Access: https://journal.zeniusi.com/zj

The Influence of the Friendship Environment on Free
Association Among Students of the Faculty of Economics,

!Sabrina Erisa Aulia Sihotang

Universitas Negeri Medan

, 2’Khairunnisa Umi Almas{®, *Fais Irawan(®, *Hapni Laila Siregar

1234 Universitas Negeri Medan, Sumatera Utara, Indonesia.

Email: 'sabrinaerisal 8@gmail.com, *faisirawan80@gmail.com, *khairunnisaumil 5@gmail.com,

“hapnilaila@unimed.ac.id.

ARTICLE
INFORMATION

ABSTRACT

Keywords: Friendship
Environment, Free
Association, Students,
Peers, Deviant
Behaviour, Social
Interaction.

©2026 Sabrina Erisa
Aulia Sihotang, dkk.
This is an open-access
article under the This
work is licensed under
a Creative Commons
Attribution-
NonCommercial-
ShareAlike 4.0
International License.

This research aims to analyse the influence of the friendship environment on
free socialising among students majoring in Economic Education. The
college years are an important transitional phase where students form their
identities and expand their social networks. In this context, peers play a role
as a source of emotional support and significant behavioural reference.
However, intensive interaction with peers can also encourage individuals to
engage in deviant behaviour, such as promiscuity, which is often associated
with premarital sexual behaviour, alcohol consumption, and drug use. The
research results show a positive and significant correlation between the
friendship environment and free association, with a t-value (10.055)
exceeding the t-table value (1.69236) at a significance level of 0.000, which
is less than 0.05. Each one percent increase in the friendship environment
contributes to a 1.153 increase in free association, indicating that the higher
the friendship environment, the higher the free association among students.
The coefficient of determination of 0.754 indicates that the friendship
environment can explain 75.4% of the variation in free association. This
research is supported by the theories of Bandura and Sutherland, which
explain that deviant behaviour is learned through social interaction and
observation of peer behaviour. These findings underscore the importance of
understanding the dynamics of friendship environments in efforts to prevent
promiscuous behaviour among students. Thus, this research is expected to
provide insights for the development of effective intervention strategies to
reduce promiscuous behaviour in the campus environment.

Submitted: 25-01-2026. Revission: 03-05-2026. Approved: 05-06-2026. Published: 25-06-2026

1. INTRODUCTION

The college years are a very important transitional phase in a person's life. During this
time, students begin to form their identities, set life goals, and expand their social networks, which
become broader and more complex. The process of socialisation in the campus environment
becomes the main arena for students to build their character and worldview. (Syaiful, 2023) In this
context, the friendship environment plays an important role as a medium for shaping behaviour
and social attitudes. Peers become a place to share information, emotional outpourings, and
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behavioural models that can be imitated. Intensive interactions that occur regularly often influence
the way students perceive values and norms. If the friendship environment is positive, students
will be encouraged to develop a more responsible character. Conversely, if the friendship
environment is unhealthy, students will be vulnerable to deviant behaviour, including promiscuity.
Therefore, understanding the influence of the social environment is essential in thoroughly
analysing student behaviour. (Siregar et al., 2025)

Not all influences from the friendship environment are constructive or positive. Peer
pressure can lead students to actions that contradict moral values, such as involvement in
promiscuous sexual behaviour, alcohol consumption, and drug abuse. This pressure often
manifests in the form of indirect invitations or social expectations for someone to conform to their
group. (Yetti et al., 2025) Students who do not yet have strong convictions or life principles will
be more easily swept away by the current. The desire to be accepted in social circles and a high
level of curiosity also increase the chances of involvement in negative behaviour. The lack of
supervision from the family due to geographical factors or lack of communication also contributes
to the trigger. In this case, the research conducted by Tri Reni Novitasari revealed that free
association among students is greatly influenced by social relations and the campus climate.
Therefore, it is important for students to have a strong filter of values and principles so that they
are not easily swayed by the negative influences of their surroundings. (Novitasari et al. 2024)

Student life is not only focused on academic demands but is also coloured by complex
social dynamics. The diverse and competitive campus social environment also influences the
formation of students' lifestyles and mindsets. (Kasingku & Sanger, 2023) Social pressure to
appear trendy or follow certain trends can drive students to become consumeristic and prioritise a
hedonistic lifestyle. This condition is reinforced by the presence of friendship groups that serve as
references for behaviour and value orientation. In a friendship environment that has positive
values, students tend to develop strong and integrity-filled characters. Research conducted by
(Astuti et al. 2024) shows that students who have social groups with good values tend to exhibit
more stable moral tendencies. Conversely, a negative social environment can trigger the erosion
of norms, even leading to deviant behaviours such as promiscuity. This shows that the campus
social environment greatly influences the direction of character formation in students, whether
towards constructive or destructive paths.

The campus environment also plays a significant role in shaping students' social
interactions. The open character of the campus and the lax supervision provide ample space for
students to build social networks without significant restrictions. (Dipa, 2022) In situations like
this, students have the freedom to choose activities outside of class hours, including building
social relationships that are not always positive. The absence of moral values as a guideline in
social relations causes students to easily get caught up in a free social environment. When social
interactions are not framed by responsibility and value awareness, deviant behaviour becomes
difficult to avoid. Moreover, the high intensity of non-academic activities also opens up
opportunities for deviations if not accompanied by adequate character development. Ideally, a
campus should not only be a center of knowledge but also a place for the formation of values and
social ethics. Without an effective system of control and guidance, students will create their own
social world with standards far removed from ideal values. (Setyawan et al., 2019)

The weak role of higher education institutions in providing comprehensive character
development further worsens the situation. The main focus of educational institutions, which is
too centred on academic achievement, often neglects the moral dimension. Character education is
not prioritised, and is even considered merely supplementary. In such conditions, the role of peers
in value formation becomes increasingly dominant. (Nadirah, 2017) When students do not receive
strong moral value instillation from their institution, they will be more likely to adopt values from
their immediate environment, namely their peer group. If that environment is permissive towards
norm violations, then students are likely to follow that pattern. The absence of a comprehensive
character development program makes students more vulnerable to negative external influences.
Therefore, educational institutions need to redefine their roles so that they not only educate
academically but also consistently, systematically, and sustainably develop students' character.
(Rofii et al., 2021)
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The development of digital technology and globalisation increasingly adds to the
challenges faced by students in maintaining moral values. The vast access to information through
social media exposes students to various modern lifestyles that often do not align with local norms
and religious values. Social media has become a platform for self-existence and social validation,
encouraging students to imitate the lifestyles they see, even if they contradict the values they are
supposed to uphold. (Entuu & Yusuf, 2023) In many cases, students are motivated to showcase
the glamorous side of their lives in order to gain recognition from their digital social circles. This
forms a consumerist and hedonistic culture that ultimately impacts social behaviour. Permissive
online and offline friendship environments can reinforce such deviant patterns. If not balanced
with digital literacy and value education, the influence of technology can become destructive.
Therefore, it is important for educational institutions to equip students with critical skills in
filtering information and values received from digital media. (Tomi, 2024)

The impact of student involvement in free socialising is not only social but also touches on
psychological and academic aspects. Students who are caught up in free socialising often
experience a decline in learning motivation, loss of academic focus, and are vulnerable to mental
health issues. Stress, anxiety, and even depression are symptoms often found among students who
experience value conflicts and unhealthy social relationships. (Mudayanah et al., 2023)
Uncontrolled social life often leads to conflicts in friendships as well as with family. The
imbalance between academic and social life directly impacts students' achievements and future.
Therefore, serious efforts from both the campus and families are urgently needed to design a
holistic mentoring system. Education must not only shape intellectuality but also foster the
emotional and social balance of students. Counselling services and character strengthening
programs are one of the solutions to reduce the negative impact of free association. (Permata &
Handoyo, 2023)

Given the complexity of the issues faced by students, it is important to examine in more
depth the influence of their social environment on their behaviour, particularly in the context of
free socialising. (Mudayanah et al., 2023) Scientific studies in this field are greatly needed as a
basis for developing character education strategies that align with the realities of today's student
life. This research can provide an overview of social interaction patterns that have both positive
and negative potential, thus serving as a consideration in designing more targeted campus policies.
(Saragih et al., 2024) The program to strengthen student organisations, mentoring through
academic mentors, and the development of counselling service centers are important steps that can
be developed from the research findings. Synergy among campus elements needs to be built to
create a healthy and integrity-driven academic climate. With a measured and data-driven
approach, the campus environment can be directed to become a strong character-building platform
for students. (Fatu et al., 2022)

This research aims to analyse the influence of friendship environments on free socialising
among students of the Faculty of Economics. This faculty was chosen because it has a student
population with diverse social backgrounds, making it a representative object. By understanding
the dynamics of the relationship between the social environment of students and the tendency for
deviant behaviour, it is hoped that relevant and contextual prevention strategies can be found. The
research approach used will deeply explore the patterns of social relations among students and
how group values influence individual decisions. The results of this research are expected to serve
as a foundation for formulating educational and preventive policies that can be implemented in the
campus environment. In addition, this research also contributes to the development of theories on
character education and moral development at the higher education level. Through a deep
understanding of students' social relations, the interventions carried out will become more
effective and targeted.

2. RESEARCH METHOD

This research uses a quantitative approach to systematically and objectively assess the
relationships between variables. Quantitative research is a research method based on the
philosophy of positivism. This method is used to study a specific population or sample, with data
collection carried out using research instruments. The data obtained is in the form of numbers,
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which are then analysed using quantitative or statistical techniques. The data was analysed using
the simple linear regression method to determine and measure the relationship between the use of
PowerPoint-based learning media and the level of student learning activity. (Ali, 2022)

The population in this study includes all students of the Faculty of Economics at Universitas
Negeri Medan, in line with the definition of a population as a generalisation area with certain
characteristics determined by the researcher. From that population, 35 students were sampled
using the total sampling technique, meaning all members of the population were made
respondents. The selection of this technique refers to Arikunto's opinion, which suggests that if
the population size is less than 100, it is better to use the entire population as a sample so that the
data obtained is more representative.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

a. Research Results

1. Validity Test

The validity test is conducted by correlating the scores of each indicator with the total score
of the indicators within a variable. The correlation results are then compared with the critical
value at a significance level of 0.05. An instrument is considered valid if it can accurately and
appropriately measure the intended objective.

2. Friendship Environment Validity Test (Independent Variable)

The r table value is obtained from the rho table with degrees of freedom (df) =n — 2 (n =35
— 2 =33), and at a 5% significance level, the r table value is 0.344. Based on this, from the 10
statements used to test the validity of the gardening environment variable, all statements show a
calculated r value greater than the r table value of 0.344, thus they are declared valid. The r table
value is used as a reference to determine the validity of an item in the research instrument. This
value is obtained from the Pearson Product Moment correlation table (r table) based on the degree
of freedom (df) calculated using the formula: df = n — 2, where n is the number of respondents. In
this context, the number of respondents used is 35 people, so df = 35 — 2 = 33. At a significance
level (a)) of 5% (0.05), based on the r table, the r table value obtained is 0.344.

The next step in the validity test is to compare the calculated r value of each statement item
with the table r value. If the calculated r value is greater than the table r value (calculated r >
0.344), then the item is declared valid, meaning the statement can accurately measure the intended
variable. Conversely, if the calculated r value < table r value, then the item is declared invalid.

In this study, there are 10 statements designed to measure the variable of friendship
environment. After conducting a validity test on each item, all the calculated r values of the 10
statements turned out to be greater than the table r value of 0.344. This indicates that all items
used in the instrument to measure the friendship environment variable have met the validity
criteria. In other words, all statement items are declared valid, so they can be used in the
subsequent data collection process because they have proven to be relevant and accurate in
measuring the intended aspect.

3. Test of Validity of Free Association (Dependent Variable)

The r table value is obtained from the rho table with degrees of freedom (df) =n -2 (n =35
— 2 =33), and at a 5% significance level, the r table value is 0.344. Based on this, from the 10
statements used to test the validity of the free association variable, all statements show a
calculated r value greater than the r table value of 0.344, thus they are declared valid. The r table
value is a critical value obtained from the Pearson Product Moment correlation table (rho table)
and is used as a reference in conducting the validity test of the research instrument. The
calculation of the r table value is adjusted according to the number of respondents (n) and the
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specified level of significance. In this study, the number of respondents is 35 people, so the degree
of freedom (df) is calculated using the formula df = n — 2, which is 35 — 2 = 33. At a significance
level of 5% (a = 0.05), the table value of r obtained based on df = 33 is 0.344.

Next, a validity test was conducted on 10 statements used to measure the variable of free
association. This validity test aims to determine the extent to which each statement item can
accurately measure the aspect being studied. The testing procedure is carried out by comparing the
calculated r value of each item with the table r value. If the calculated r value > table r value
(0.344), then the statement item is categorised as valid, meaning it is suitable for use as a research
instrument because it has a significant correlation with the total variable score. Based on the
calculation results, all 10 statement items show that the calculated r value is greater than the table
r value of 0.344. Thus, it can be concluded that all items designed to measure the variable of free
association are statistically valid. This indicates that the instrument has good quality in measuring
the researched variable and can be used in the next stage of data analysis in a valid and accurate
manner.

4. Reliability Test

Reliability testing is an indicator that shows the level of consistency or reliability of a
measuring instrument. In this study, the reliability test was conducted using the Alpha Cronbach
technique. An instrument is considered reliable if it has a reliability coefficient (alpha) value of at
least 0.6 or higher.

Table 3.1 Results of Reliability Test from Variables

Variabel Alfa de Cronbach  Reference Number Explanation
Friendship Environment (X) 0,868 0,6 Reliabel
Free Association (YY) 0,867 0,6 Reliabel

The results of the reliability test for each variable in this study show that the obtained
Cronbach's Alpha values exceed the reference number of 0.60. Specifically, the Friendship
Environment variable has a Cronbach's Alpha value of 0.868, while the Free Association variable
shows a value of 0.867. Both values are above the established minimum threshold, so it can be
concluded that the instruments for both variables meet the reliability criteria.

Thus, the variables of Friendship Environment and Free Association are declared reliable,
which means that all items in the questionnaire have high internal consistency. This reflects that
the instrument used in this study has a good level of reliability, thus it can produce stable and
trustworthy data when used under similar conditions.

Therefore, the measurement results obtained through this instrument are worthy of further
analysis, both in the context of hypothesis testing and in the process of comprehensive data
interpretation. High reliability also strengthens the overall validity of the research, particularly in
ensuring that the findings produced truly reflect the empirical conditions being studied.

1. Coefficient of Determination Test

The coefficient of determination is used to determine the extent to which the regression
model can explain the variation occurring in the dependent variable. The R? value ranges from 0
to 1. If the R? value approaches 0, then the independent variable has only a very small influence
on the dependent variable. Conversely, an R? value approaching 1 indicates that the independent
variable has a strong influence on the dependent variable, meaning that the regression model has a
high level of accuracy in predicting changes in the dependent variable.

Table 3.2 Coefficient of Determination Test
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Adjusted RStd. Error of
Model R R Square Square the Estimate
1 .868% 754 746 3.36686

a. Predictors: (Constant), Lingkungan Pertemanan

Based on the results of the simple regression analysis displayed in the model summary table,
it is known that the R value is 0.868. This value reflects a very strong relationship between the
independent variable, namely Friendship Environment, and the dependent variable, namely Free
Association. The higher the R value, the stronger the linear relationship between the two
variables. Furthermore, the R Square (R?) value of 0.754 indicates that 75.4% of the variation in
the Free Association variable can be explained by the Friendship Environment variable. In other
words, the contribution of the Friendship Environment in explaining changes or fluctuations in
free association behaviour is quite significant. Meanwhile, the remaining 24.6% is contributed by
other factors outside the variables studied, such as family influence, social media, psychological
conditions, and individual personal values, which were not included in this research model. This
shows that although the Peer Environment plays a dominant role, there are still other external
factors that also influence students' free social behaviour and can be the subject of study in future
research.

1. Simple Linear Regression Test

Simple linear regression is a statistical method used to evaluate the linear relationship
between one independent variable (x) and one dependent variable (y). This method is useful for
identifying the direction and form of the relationship between variables, so it can be determined to
what extent changes in the independent variable, whether increases or decreases, affect the
dependent variable.

Table 3.3 Results of Simple Regression Test

Unstandardized Standardized
Coefficients Coefficients
Model B Std. Error  Beta t Sig.
1 (Constant) -5.483 2.951 -1.858 .072
Lingkungan Pertemanan 1.153 15 .868 10.055  .000

a. Dependent Variable: Pergaulan Bebas

Regression equation: In column B, the Constant is known to be -5.483 and the Regression
Coefficient for the friendship environment is 1.153. Therefore, the Regression equation is Y = -
5.483 + 1.153X. Further Interpretation: Therefore, the Regression equation is Y = -5.483 +
1.153X.

Significado de la Ecuacion de Regresion

a. La constante (a) es -5.483, lo que significa que cuando la variable Asociacion Libre es 0, el
promedio del Entorno de Amistad es -5.483 por ciento.

b. La pendiente de la regresion es 1.153, lo que significa que si hay un aumento del 1 por ciento
en el Entorno de Amistad (X), aumentard la prediccion de Asociacion Libre (Y) en 1.153. Un
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coeficiente de regresion positivo indica que cuanto mayor sea el Entorno de Amistad, mas
tiende a aumentar la Asociacion Libre.

1. Significance Test Significance Test

Next, in the Coefficients table, the t-value is known to be 10.055, with the t-table value at
o = 0.05 and df = 30 being 1.69236. Therefore, t-value (10.055) > t-table (1.69236), so HO is
rejected.

Conclusion The calculated t value (10.055) > table t value (1.69236), therefore HO is
rejected. This means there is a positive and significant influence of the Friendship Environment
on Free Association. The proposed hypothesis has been tested for its validity.

Individual Parameter Significance Test (t-Statistic Test): The t-statistic test is used to
evaluate the extent to which the independent variable affects the dependent variable individually.
This test is conducted by comparing the calculated t value with the table t value, with the criteria
based on:

a) If the result of thit > ttab or Sig < 0.05, then Ha is accepted and Ho is rejected, which means
the independent variable affects the dependent variable.

b) If the result of thit < ttab or Sig > 0.05, then Ha is rejected and Ho is accepted, which means
the independent variable does not affect the dependent variable.

Table 3.4 Statistical Hypothesis Table

Type of Hypothesis  One-Way Research Hypothesis — Right Direction Statistical

(Positive) Hypothesis
Simple Linear HO: There is no influence of the Friendship Ho:p <0
Regression Environment on Free Association Hi:p>0
Associative HI: There is a positive and significant influence of

the Friendship Environment on Free Association

In this study, the proposed hypothesis is associative and uses a simple linear regression
approach, as it aims to determine the influence between one independent variable, namely
Friendship Environment, and one dependent variable, namely Free Association. The hypothesis
used is one-tailed positive, with the assumption that the stronger the influence of the friendship
environment, the greater the tendency for students to engage in free social behaviour.

Substantively, the null hypothesis (Ho) states that there is no significant influence between
the Friendship Environment and Free Association. This means that the presence and dynamics
within the friendship environment do not make a significant contribution to the emergence of free
socialising behaviour among students. On the contrary, the alternative hypothesis (H:) states that
there is a positive and significant influence between the Friendship Environment and Free
Association. This means that the greater the involvement of students in socialising with peers,
especially those who have less control over values and norms, the higher their potential to engage
in free social behaviour.

Statistically, this hypothesis is formulated as Ho: B < 0, which indicates that the regression
coefficient between the two variables is not significant or negative, and Hi: B > 0, which means
there is a significant positive relationship between the Friendship Environment and Free
Association.

With this hypothesis testing, it is expected to determine the extent to which the friendship
environment plays a role in encouraging or shaping students' social behaviour, particularly in the
context of free association. The results of this test serve as the basis for concluding whether the
variable of Friendship Environment is a factor that significantly contributes to the tendency of free
socialising occurring in the campus environment.
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Table 3.5 T-test Table

Unstandardized Standardized
Coefficients Coefficients
Model B Std. Error  Beta t Sig.
1 (Constant) -5.483 2.951 -1.858  .072
Lingkungan Pertemanan 1.153 115 .868 10.055  .000

a. Dependent Variable: Pergaulan Bebas

The partial significance test (t-test) is used to determine the extent to which independent
variables individually affect the dependent variable. In this study, the sample size (n) is 35 and the
number of independent variables (k) is 1, so the degrees of freedom (df) can be calculated using
the formula df =n - k - 1, which is 35 - 1 - 1 = 33. Based on the degrees of freedom of 33 and a
significance level of 5% (a = 0.05), the t-table value obtained is 1.69236.

The test results displayed in the t-test table show that the calculated t-value is 10.055. If
compared to the t-table value, it is seen that the t-count (10.055) > t-table (1.69236). Thus, Ho is
rejected and Hi is accepted, which means that the variable of Friendship Environment has a
positive and significant effect on Free Association.

The rejection of the null hypothesis indicates that statistically, there is a significant
relationship between the Friendship Environment and Free Association. This means that changes
occurring in the social environment of students can significantly explain or influence their
tendency to engage in free socialising. This finding also reinforces the initial suspicion that peer
influence is one of the key factors in shaping students' social behaviour.

Conclusion: The calculated t-value (10.055) > table t-value (1.69236), therefore HO is
rejected. This means there is a positive and significant influence of the Friendship Environment on
Free Association. The proposed hypothesis has been proven true.

b. Discussion

Based on the results of the simple linear regression analysis, it was found that the
Friendship Environment variable has a positive and significant effect on Free Association among
students of the Faculty of Economics at UNIMED. The regression coefficient of 1.153 indicates
that each one-unit increase in the Friendship Environment variable will increase the Free
Association score by 1.153. The calculated t-value obtained is 10.055, greater than the t-table
value of 1.69236 at a 5% significance level, thus the influence is statistically significant. The
coefficient of determination (R?) of 0.754 indicates that 75.4% of the variation in Free Association
can be explained by the Friendship Environment variable, while the remaining variation is
influenced by other factors outside the model. This indicates the significant role of the social
environment in shaping the patterns of free association among students who are undergoing a
period of identity and social life exploration.

These findings are in line with Albert Bandura's Social Learning theory, which states that a
person's behaviour is learned from the environment through the process of observation and
imitation of those around them. Bandura revealed that behaviour is learned from the environment
through the process of observational learning. (Bandura, 1986). In the context of students, peers
become the main agents in shaping mindsets and actions because they are reference groups that
often interact intensively. Furthermore, Edwin H. Sutherland's Differential Association theory also
supports this finding by stating that deviant behaviour is learned through social interactions with
individuals who possess deviant values or norms. According to Sutherland, criminal behaviour is
learned through interactions with others in the process of communication. (Sutherland, 1998) In
other words, if someone frequently associates with a group that is permissive towards casual
relationships, it is highly likely that the individual will adopt similar behaviour.

This research is also supported by several scientific journals that consistently show a
relationship between the social environment and the tendency towards promiscuous behaviour.
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Linda Astuti Adiharu, et al. Stating that peers play a significant role in shaping adolescent
behaviour due to peer pressure and the need for social recognition. In their research conducted on
high school students in Makassar, it was found that the majority of students who engaged in free
sexual behaviour admitted to being influenced by their close friends, either directly or through
subtle invitations. (Astuti et al., 2020) Another study by Windi Yunita and Afifatus Sholihah,
published in the BK Scientific Journal, shows that the higher the intensity and attachment of
adolescents to peer groups with deviant behaviour, the greater the likelihood that these
adolescents will engage in similar behaviour. They add that weak self-control and lack of parental
supervision strengthen the influence of peers on an individual's social behaviour decisions.
(Yunita & Sholihah, 2021) Meanwhile, Devi Permata Sari and Agam Isdharmawan, in the Journal
of Health and Social Humaniora, found that a strong emotional bond between students and their
peer groups often leads individuals to adjust their values and behaviours to maintain group
harmony. In the study, students who felt accepted and valued by their group were more likely to
follow the free socialising patterns considered "normal" within their circle of friends. (Sari &
Isdharmawan, 2023) The three journals reinforce that the friendship environment is not only a
space for social interaction but also a primary source in the formation of values and behaviour.
Linda Astuti Adiharu et al. Emphasising that peer influence is a dominant factor in the emergence
of promiscuous sexual behaviour due to the urge to be socially accepted. Windi Yunita and
Afifatus Sholihah. Expressing that low self-control makes it easier for teenagers to be influenced
by group norms. Meanwhile, Devi Permata Sari and Agam Isdharmawan. Explaining that
emotional bonds in friendships encourage individuals to engage in deviant behaviour to maintain
social relationships. All three show that in permissive groups, casual relationships are considered
normal and become a pattern that is continuously replicated.

Logically, this theory and research findings are very reasonable and relevant to the social
phenomena occurring among students today. Bandura's theory shows that observing friends'
behaviour that is accepted and not sanctioned will encourage the imitation of that behaviour.
Sutherland's theory explains that deviant norms will become "normal" if they are continuously
learned within a group. Students who are in a permissive environment will adjust to be accepted,
even if it contradicts the moral values they previously adhered to. Therefore, the friendship
environment not only influences behaviour but also has the potential to shift an individual's moral
boundaries in the long term. During the transition to adulthood, students experience complex
psychological and social changes, making their peer environment a primary source of emotional
support and identity formation. Social pressure to be accepted in a group often leads students to
normalise deviant behaviours such as casual sex, alcohol consumption, or nightlife activities. In
addition, the development of social media reinforces the existence of friendship groups that
openly display a free lifestyle, which indirectly influences both personal and collective norms.
Therefore, it is very reasonable that a permissive friendship environment towards deviant
behaviour becomes the main factor triggering free association among students.

4. CONCLUSION

Based on the results of the data analysis, it can be concluded that there is a positive and
significant influence of the friendship environment on free association among students of the
Faculty of Economics at Universitas Negeri Medan. This is evidenced by the results of a simple
linear regression test which showed a t-value of 10.055, greater than the t-table value of 1.69236,
and a significance value of 0.000, which is far below the significance threshold of 0.05. Thus, the
alternative hypothesis is accepted, which means that the more intense and permissive a person's
friendship environment, the higher their tendency to engage in free social behaviour.

The R square value of 0.754 indicates that 75.4% of the free association variable can be
explained by the friendship environment, while the remaining 24.6% is influenced by other factors
such as parental supervision, religious values, social media, and psychological conditions. The
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obtained regression equation, Y = -5.483 + 1.153X, reinforces that every one-unit increase in the
friendship environment is followed by a 1.153-unit increase in the free association score.

Theoretically, the results of this study reinforce Bandura's Social Learning theory and
Sutherland's Differential Association theory, which state that deviant behaviour is learned through
an intense process of social interaction with peer groups. These findings affirm that the friendship
environment is not only a space for interaction but also a source of internalisation of social values
and norms, both positive and negative.

Practically, these results show that students who are in permissive friendship environments
and lack value control are more prone to engaging in deviant behaviour. Therefore, synergy
between educational institutions, families, and communities is needed to create a healthy social
ecosystem by strengthening character education, providing counselling guidance, and limiting the
influence of negative environments. Special attention should also be given to digital literacy and
strengthening self-control in facing peer pressure.

Thus, this research not only statistically proves the relationship between variables but also
provides a reflective foundation for preventive and educational efforts to minimise promiscuous
behaviour in the campus environment. Further research is recommended to explore the influence
of other variables such as religiosity, family conditions, and media exposure on student behaviour
in a broader and more diverse context.
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policy documents, then analyzed descriptively, critically, and
thematically. The results show that conventional LMSs do not fully
meet the needs of holistic Islamic education because they only focus on
technical aspects. In contrast, Sharia-based LMSs have proven more
effective in integrating spiritual values through features such as prayer
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addressing the challenges of digitalization while maintaining the
integrity of Islamic values in education.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The development of information and communication technology (ICT) has had a
significant impact on various sectors of life, including education. In today's digital era, nearly
every aspect of the learning process is undergoing rapid and dynamic transformation. (Mahabu et
al., 2025) One concrete form of this development is the widespread use of online learning
systems, which have now become an inseparable part of formal educational activities, from
elementary to tertiary levels. This digital transformation has also begun to be implemented as a
solution so that the learning process continues to be effective, especially in situations where face-
to-face interaction is limited. (Dongoran & Hariani, 2025) The use of a Learning Management
System (LMS) platform is key to achieving well-structured and organized online learning. An
LMS facilitates various learning activities, from material distribution and assignments to
evaluations, accessible to students and teachers anytime and anywhere. However, despite these
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significant benefits, significant challenges remain regarding the LMS platform's alignment with
the core values of Islamic education, the primary foundation of madrasahs. (Sugari et al., 2025)

One of the crucial challenges facing Islamic educational institutions is the limited
availability of digital platforms that truly accommodate Sharia principles in their design and
content. Most LMSs available on the market are products of secular or general educational
environments, thus neglecting the spiritual and moral aspects that should be inherent in every
learning activity in madrasas. (Rasiman, 2024) As a result, there is a significant gap between the
Islamic values intended to be instilled and the learning media used. Conventional LMSs often
focus solely on technical and academic aspects, while religious values and Islamic etiquette
receive less attention. (Setiono et al., 2021) This situation results in a suboptimal learning process
that fosters students who are not only academically intelligent but also possess strong character
and spirituality. Therefore, the need for an LMS platform that integrates technology with Islamic
values is urgent to address the challenges of the times while maintaining the identity of Islamic
education. (Sirait & Apriyani, 2025)

In line with this awareness, several Islamic educational institutions have begun developing
Sharia-compliant Learning Management Systems (LMS) . These LMSs are specifically designed
to incorporate relevant Islamic elements that align with religious teachings, enabling them to serve
as a comprehensive and holistic learning medium. (Khairiniza & Rizki, 2025) The Islamic
features embedded in this LMS include prayer time reminders that help students to continue to
perform their worship on time, presentation of material that is in accordance with Islamic beliefs
and values, and interaction controls that prioritize Islamic manners. (Fahrezi et al., 2024) This
initiative represents a significant breakthrough, bridging the technological and spiritual needs of
education. Although still relatively new and requiring in-depth evaluation, this Sharia-based LMS
has significant potential to improve the quality of madrasah education while preserving the purity
of Islamic teachings in the digital world. (Hijah et al., 2023)

Research on the effectiveness of a Sharia-based Learning Management System (LMS) is
crucial to provide an empirical overview of the platform's contribution to online learning in
Islamic schools, particularly in State Islamic Senior High Schools (MAN) . The study focuses on
how this Sharia-compliant LMS supports the achievement of Islamic educational goals, which
emphasize not only cognitive aspects but also affective and spiritual aspects. (Sari & Al Hamidi,
2024) Furthermore, the research also examines the effectiveness of the learning process using the
LMS, as well as the acceptance and response of teachers and students to its use. Therefore, the
research findings are expected to serve not only as an academic reference but also as strategic
input for policymakers and system developers in optimizing the use of Islamic value-based LMSs
in madrasah environments. (Sungkowo, 2023)

The primary objective of this study is to identify and analyze the effectiveness of a Sharia-
compliant Learning Management System (LMS) in improving the quality of online learning at
State Islamic Senior High Schools (MAN) . This study seeks to address the fundamental question
of how the limitations of digital platforms that are inconsistent with Islamic values can be
addressed through the development and implementation of a Sharia-compliant LMS. (Afnianda
2025) By understanding the technical aspects, content, and social interactions in the LMS, this
study attempts to provide a complete picture of the role of technology not only as a tool, but also
as a vehicle for character and spiritual formation of students. (Ahmad et al., 2023)

In general, a Learning Management System (LMS) is a digital platform used to manage,
deliver, and evaluate online learning activities. An LMS provides various features to facilitate the
teaching and learning process, such as distributing course materials, assigning assignments,
providing discussion forums, and providing evaluation and assessment. (Muntafi'ah et al., 2024)
Using an LMS allows instructors to monitor students' learning progress in real time and provide
prompt, structured feedback. The primary advantage of an LMS lies in its ability to integrate all
aspects of learning into a single system that is easily accessible to instructors and students
anytime, anywhere. An LMS also simplifies learning documentation and administration, which is
particularly useful in the flexible and dynamic context of online learning. (Prisuna & Budiyono,
2021)

However, the current widespread use of conventional LMSs still has significant
shortcomings in terms of their alignment with Islamic values. These LMSs focus primarily on
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technical and functional aspects without considering religious norms, which should be the primary
foundation of Islamic education. The learning content provided is often general and fails to
integrate character education, spirituality, and Islamic morality. (Yulianti et al., 2024)
Furthermore, interactions within a typical LMS are poorly structured to conform to Islamic
etiquette and ethics, thus suboptimally enhancing the learning potential for shaping students'
personalities and character. Therefore, an LMS that excels not only in academic and technological
aspects but also reflects Islamic values holistically is crucial. (Nurchayati & Gunawan, 2023)

A Sharia-based Learning Management System (LMS) offers a solution to these problems.
This LMS is designed to integrate Sharia principles into every aspect, from learning content
containing verses from the Quran and Hadith, prayer reminders, to user communication and
interaction settings based on Islamic etiquette. Thus, a Sharia-based LMS not only conveys
knowledge but also serves as a medium for developing noble Islamic character. This is crucial to
ensuring that education in madrasas does not lose the spiritual and moral values that are the
foundation of Islamic education. (Fagih et al., 2025)

In addition to content and technical aspects, a Sharia-based LMS also pays close attention
to ethical communication and social interactions between platform users. The discussion and
forum features within the LMS are designed to foster a polite and respectful communication
environment. The use of polite language, respect for others' opinions, and the avoidance of
unconstructive conflict are integral to managing communication on the platform. Values such as
honesty, politeness, patience, and responsibility must be the foundation of every interaction within
the LMS. Thus, a Sharia-based LMS can create an online learning ecosystem that is not only
academically effective but also ethical and dignified in accordance with Islamic teachings. (Afifah
et al., 2024)

Islamic education in today's digital era faces complex and diverse challenges and
opportunities. On the one hand, technological advances provide broader and faster access to
learning resources and information, significantly supporting the learning process. However, on the
other hand, technology also carries the risk of introducing content that is inappropriate or even
contradictory to Islamic values. Therefore, managing Islamic education in the digital era must be
carried out with great wisdom and selectiveness in adopting technology, to maintain the primary
mission of Islamic education: to develop knowledgeable, pious, and noble individuals. A Sharia-
based Learning Management System (LMS) is one solution to address these challenges by
harmoniously integrating technology and religious values. (Sitorus, 2025)

Online learning, as the primary form of digitalization in education, has enormous potential
to open up learning spaces without the constraints of time and place. However, the effectiveness
of online learning depends heavily on system design that accommodates social, cognitive, and
pedagogical engagement in a balanced manner. (Br & Sebayang, 2021) In the context of Islamic
education, online learning must maintain and strengthen students' spiritual dimensions to ensure
they are not neglected. Sharia-based LMSs offer significant potential because, in addition to
systematically delivering knowledge, they also provide space for holistic Islamic character
development. This makes online learning not merely a transfer of knowledge, but also an
integrated process of moral and spiritual development. (Riyani et al., 2022)

By considering all these aspects, the development and implementation of a Sharia-based
Learning Management System (LMS) in Islamic schools, particularly in State Islamic Senior
High Schools (MAN), is a crucial strategic step in strengthening the quality of online learning in
line with the mission of Islamic education. This LMS is expected to serve not only as a
technological tool but also as a means of strengthening Islamic values in digital education. In this
way, Islamic schools can respond to the challenges of the times while maintaining the purity and
authenticity of Islamic education, thus producing a generation that is not only intellectually
intelligent but also possesses noble morals and strong faith.

2. RESEARCH METHODS

In this study, the author used a qualitative approach with a library research method. The
qualitative method was chosen because it was deemed appropriate for exploring and analyzing
issues related to the effectiveness of using a Sharia-based Learning Management System (LMS)
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in improving the quality of online learning at State Islamic Senior High Schools (Madrasah
Aliyah Negeri) . This approach allowed the author to deeply understand the meaning and context
of the phenomenon of Sharia-based LMS use through a review of relevant literature. The
qualitative method is descriptive and analytical, namely describing and explaining data based on
scientific sources such as books, journals, articles, and official documents that discuss online
learning, educational technology, and the integration of Islamic values in digital learning systems.

This qualitative research employs an inductive approach in the analysis process, meaning
that meaning and understanding are derived from data collected and analyzed comprehensively
(Fadli, 2021) . This approach is commonly used in academics due to its flexibility in interpreting
data and explaining educational phenomena contextually and comprehensively. The literature
review examined various scientific references related to Learning Management Systems (LMS),
online education, the integration of Sharia values in education, and the impact of digital
technology on the quality of learning in madrasas.

The literature review in this study focuses on theoretical and conceptual studies from
various related literature, without incorporating fieldwork. Data collection techniques were
conducted through searching and gathering information from books, scientific journals, online
articles, and other digital sources relevant to the topic of the effectiveness of Sharia-based
Learning Management Systems (LMS) . The research instruments used were a classification of
library materials, a writing scheme, and a study format tailored to the research focus (Del Cid et
al., 2009) . Thus, this study is expected to provide a clear and in-depth picture of the use of
Sharia-based Learning Management Systems (LMS) in the context of online learning at State
Islamic Senior High Schools.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

a. Research result

This study shows that the development of information and communication technology
(ICT) has brought significant changes in the world of education, particularly in the
implementation of online learning in State Islamic Senior High Schools (MAN) . The use of a
Sharia-based Learning Management System (LMS) is one innovative solution adopted to address
the need for learning that combines technical aspects and Islamic values. Literature review data
shows that conventional LMSs currently in use have not been fully able to meet the demands of
Islamic education, so a Sharia LMS emerged as a more suitable alternative. This LMS not only
facilitates effective learning activities but also inserts Islamic values in each of its features, such
as prayer time reminders and content based on Islamic faith. The development of this LMS is also
adapted to the needs of the curriculum in madrasas, which emphasizes the formation of noble
character.

Research reveals that a Sharia-based LMS significantly improves the quality of online
learning at Islamic Senior High Schools (MAN) . This LMS facilitates teachers and students'
access to course materials anytime and anywhere, while maintaining the spiritual and moral
aspects that underpin Islamic education. A literature review indicates that Islamic features, such as
discussion forums with Islamic etiquette, conflict-avoiding interaction settings, and the
presentation of religious teachings, offer added value that conventional LMSs lack. This allows
the learning process to focus not only on cognitive aspects but also on holistically developing
students' character and faith. Some Sharia LMSs even offer integrated digital tadarus (recitation
of the Koran) , moral evaluation, and reflection on worship.

The study also showed positive teacher and student acceptance of the Sharia-based LMS.
Teachers reported ease in managing online learning, which was more structured and aligned with
Islamic values. Meanwhile, students felt more comfortable and motivated because the LMS
provided prayer reminders and instilled spiritual awareness throughout the learning process.
While technical and user adaptation challenges remain, the presence of a Sharia-based LMS is
considered a significant breakthrough, bridging the needs of technology and religious education in
madrasas, and supporting the achievement of the overall goals of Islamic education. This
acceptance also demonstrates madrasas' readiness to adopt values-based technology.
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Beyond technical and content aspects, this study found that a Sharia-compliant LMS plays
a crucial role in maintaining ethical communication and social interactions between users. The
LMS is designed to uphold the values of honesty, politeness, patience, and responsibility in every
interaction on the platform. Discussion forums and other communication features emphasize
Islamic etiquette, supporting the development of polite and respectful student character. Thus, a
Sharia-compliant LMS is not merely an online learning tool but also serves as a medium for moral
and spiritual development integral to Islamic education. These ethics are taught explicitly in
learning modules and implicitly through user interaction policies.

Research also shows that the implementation of a Sharia-based LMS at MAN opens new
opportunities and simultaneously faces challenges in Islamic education in the digital era. This
LMS provides easy access to information and learning without the constraints of space and time,
but also requires content management and interactions that maintain religious values. Awareness
of the importance of a platform that integrates technology and Islamic principles is a strategic step
to minimize the risk of negative content that conflicts with Islamic values. A Sharia-based LMS is
considered a digital learning medium capable of preserving the primary mission of Islamic
education: to shape knowledgeable, pious, and virtuous individuals. Continuous efforts are needed
for feature development, user training, and impact evaluation.

b. Discussion

The rapid development of ICT has fundamentally changed the face of education,
particularly with the rise of online learning. In the context of madrasas, the use of an LMS has
become crucial to ensure the continuity of effective teaching and learning. However,
conventional, general-purpose LMSs still do not fully meet the needs of Islamic education, which
demands the integration of spiritual and moral values. Therefore, a Sharia-based LMS presents an
important innovation that not only offers technical convenience but also strengthens Islamic
values in the learning process. This aligns with the goals of Islamic education, which prioritize
character development over mastery of knowledge. In other words, digital education in madrasas
must maintain the spirit of Islam.

A Sharia-based LMS enables the systematic integration of religious values into online
learning. With prayer reminders, content aligned with Islamic faith, and civilized interaction
settings, this platform delivers a holistic learning experience. Pedagogically, this LMS emphasizes
not only cognitive aspects but also affective and spiritual aspects, which are crucial dimensions of
Islamic education. This is a key differentiator from conventional LMSs, which tend to focus
solely on academic and technical aspects. Thus, a Sharia LMS makes a positive contribution to
realizing a comprehensive and balanced Islamic education, supporting the digital transformation
of values-based education.

The positive reception of a Sharia-based LMS by teachers and students is an indicator of
the successful implementation of technology aligned with Islamic values. Teachers find it easy to
manage structured and value-based learning, while students feel supported in carrying out their
religious obligations without disrupting the learning process. This indicates that a Sharia-based
LMS can be an effective tool for instilling religious discipline while increasing learning
motivation. However, technology adaptation remains a challenge that requires ongoing attention
to ensure all users can utilize the platform optimally. Intensive training and support from
madrasah policies are required for its implementation.

The importance of maintaining ethics and etiquette in digital interactions is given serious
attention in Sharia-based LMSs. In Islamic education, noble morals are a key pillar, so
communication within the LMS must reflect these values. Features that regulate discussion
forums with norms of courtesy and respect for others' opinions are crucial social capital in
building a conducive learning environment. This demonstrates that the LMS serves not only as a
medium for delivering material but also as a vehicle for developing students' character, including
politeness, patience, and responsibility, in accordance with Islamic guidance. In fact, managing
online etiquette is part of a teacher's competency that must be continuously developed.

The biggest challenge in the digitalization of Islamic education is maintaining the purity of
religious values amidst the rapid flow of technology. A Sharia-based Learning Management
System (LMS) is a strategic solution that can overcome this dilemma by harmoniously
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integrating modern technology and Islamic principles. In addition to providing broad and flexible
learning access, this LMS also strengthens the spiritual dimension of students so that education
produces not only intellectually intelligent graduates but also those with character and faith.
Therefore, the development of a Sharia-compliant LMS in madrasas such as MAN is an urgent
need to prepare a generation capable of facing the challenges of the times without sacrificing
religious values. This synergy between technology and spirituality is the main strength of this
model.

4. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS
a. Conclusion

The development of information and communication technology has driven significant
transformations in the world of education, including in the State Islamic Senior High School
(MAN) . Online learning through Learning Management System (LMS) platforms has become
one form of adaptation to the digital era. However, most conventional LMSs fail to fully
accommodate the core values of Islamic education, creating a gap between technology and
spirituality in the learning process.

To address these challenges, developing a Sharia-based Learning Management System
(LMS) is a strategic solution. This LMS not only manages the learning process technically but
also integrates Sharia principles through Islamic features such as prayer reminders, content based
on Islamic faith, and communication ethics grounded in Islamic etiquette. Thus, a Sharia-based
LMS plays a crucial role in developing students who are not only academically intelligent but also
possess good character and morals.

This study used a qualitative approach with a literature review method to analyze the
effectiveness of a Sharia-based Learning Management System (LMS) in supporting Islamic
education in madrasas. The results indicate that the development and implementation of a Sharia-
based LMS at MAN (Islamic State Islamic Senior High School) is a crucial step in addressing
the challenges of digitalization while maintaining the integrity of Islamic values in the learning
process. This LMS is expected to be a tool that not only supports online learning but also
strengthens the spiritual and moral dimensions of students within the context of a comprehensive
and holistic Islamic education.

b. Suggestion

As a recommendation, researchers examining the effectiveness of Sharia-based Learning
Management Systems (LMS) in Islamic education are advised to carefully select conceptual and
methodological approaches that align with the dynamics of digital education in madrasah
environments. It is crucial to ensure that any theoretical framework used, whether derived from
classical Islamic sources or contemporary educational theory, is directly relevant to Sharia
principles and the characteristics of the national education system.

Furthermore, a thematic analysis approach to LMS features should be complemented by
critical reflection on the integration of Islamic values into the technological dimension of learning.
Researchers need to consider the diverse backgrounds of students and the cultural context of
madrasas when interpreting the effectiveness of Sharia LMS implementation to avoid being
trapped by mere normative bias and maintain scientific objectivity.

Comprehensive documentation of the data analysis and validation process is also crucial to
support replication and further development. With systematic documentation, the results of this
research will not only provide a theoretical foundation but also serve as a reference for
formulating educational policies, developing a Sharia-based digital curriculum, and implementing
a technical LMS at the madrasah level.

Through this structured and reflective approach, the study of Sharia-compliant LMSs is
expected to enrich the discourse on the digitalization of Islamic education. Furthermore, the
results of this research are expected to make a tangible contribution to designing online learning
models that are not only technologically efficient but also value-rich, spiritually transformative,
and holistically shape students' character.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Poverty is a classic problem still faced by almost every country in the world, including
Indonesia. This phenomenon not only reflects economic disparity but also reflects the low
quality of life of the community due to limited income and access to basic needs. According to
Todaro and Smith (2012), poverty is not only measured by a lack of income but also by limited
opportunities for education, health services, and economic participation. (Ningrum et al., 2020)

In Indonesia, poverty is a central issue in economic development because it is closely
linked to the level of community welfare. One province that still faces challenges in poverty
alleviation is North Sumatra, which has heterogeneous characteristics between urban and rural
areas. Macroeconomic factors such as inflation and open unemployment are often the main
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causes of fluctuations in the number of poor people in this region. High inflation can reduce
people's purchasing power, while unemployment leads to the loss of household income sources.
Both of these factors have the potential to exacerbate poverty if not balanced with appropriate
economic policies. (Sembiring et al., 2021)

According to the Central Statistics Agency (BPS, 2024), poor people are those whose
average monthly per capita expenditure falls below the poverty line. The poverty line itself is
determined based on the minimum food and non-food needs for a decent standard of living.

Research by Sukirno (2016) states that the number of poor people can increase if there
is significant inflationary pressure and an increase in the unemployment rate that is not matched
by the creation of new jobs. Thus, the number of poor people reflects a community's ability to

meet the needs of a decent life, which is greatly influenced by a region's macroeconomic
conditions.
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Figure 1. Development of the number of poor people in North Sumatra in 2013 — 2024

According to the Official Statistics News of the Statistics Indonesia (BPS) of North
Sumatra Province (No. 41/07/12/Th. XXVIL, July 1, 2024), the number of poor people in
North Sumatra Province in March 2024 was recorded at 1.228 million, a decrease compared to
March 2023, which reached 1.240 million. Compared to March 2022, which reached 1.268
million, this decrease indicates a trend of improving public welfare, although it remains
relatively fluctuating.
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In general, since the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, the poverty rate in North Sumatra
has increased due to slowing economic activity and rising unemployment. However, along with
the national economic recovery, the poverty rate began to decline again from 2022 to 2024.

Inflation data in North Sumatra Province shows figures of 1.96% (2020), 1.71%
(2021), 6.12% (2022), 2.25% (2023), and 2.12% (2024) (BPS, 2025). Meanwhile, the Open
Unemployment Rate (TPT) in North Sumatra in August 2024 was recorded at 5.60%, a
decrease compared to previous years (BPS, 2024). This condition indicates that the dynamics
of poverty in North Sumatra are inseparable from the influence of inflation and unemployment.
When inflation increases, people's purchasing power decreases; while increasing
unemployment depresses household income. Therefore, analyzing the effects of inflation and
unemployment on the number of poor people is important to understand the effectiveness of
regional economic policies in alleviating poverty. (Ise et al., 2022)

During the 2001-2024 period, the poverty rate in North Sumatra Province showed a
downward trend, from approximately 1.9 million to 1.23 million people. However, the decline
was not always stable due to fluctuations in inflation and the open unemployment rate (TPT).
In 2005, inflation reached 17.1% due to rising energy prices, causing purchasing power to
decline and the number of poor people to increase. Conversely, in 2010-2015, when inflation
was controlled at around 3-—4%, the poverty rate decreased as regional economic stability
increased. The COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 increased the TPT to 6.91%, but in 2024, it fell to
5.6%, along with inflation, which declined to 2.12%.

According to Todaro (2000), unemployment is a major contributing factor to poverty
because it reduces household income and purchasing power. Meanwhile, Mankiw (2003)
explains that high inflation increases the poverty line due to rising prices of basic necessities.
This pattern is evident in North Sumatra, where rising inflation and unemployment are often
accompanied by rising poverty. Based on data from the Central Statistics Agency (BPS)
(2024), the relationship between these three variables indicates that controlling inflation and
creating jobs remains key to reducing poverty in this region. (Rumate & Engka, 2019)

Macroeconomically, the relationship between inflation and unemployment is explained
by the Phillips Curve, which shows an inverse relationship between the two. In the context of
North Sumatra, the period 2001-2024 shows a pattern whereby as unemployment falls and
inflation stabilizes, poverty rates also decline.

Perkembangan Penduduk Miskin, Inflasi, dan Pengangguran di Provinsi Sumatera Utara (2001-2024)
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During the period 2001-2024, poverty in North Sumatra Province showed a gradual
downward trend, from approximately 1.9 million people to 1.23 million. This decline indicates
improved welfare and the effectiveness of various poverty alleviation programs, such as social
assistance, energy subsidies, and increased regional investment. However, this trend is not
entirely stable, with some fluctuations in line with changes in inflation and open unemployment
rates (TPT):
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In 2005, inflation spiked to 17.1% due to rising national fuel and food prices. As a
result, poverty rates increased as people's purchasing power declined drastically.

In 20102015, inflation was controlled at around 3-4%, and poverty rates began to
decline as regional economic stability increased.

In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic caused a resurgence in unemployment (TPT 6.91%)
and slightly slowed the rate of poverty reduction.

In 2022, inflation surged to 6.12% due to the global energy crisis and food supply chain
disruptions. However, it was brought back to 2.12% in 2024, along with a decline in the TPT to
5.6%.

The Open Unemployment Rate (TPT) is the percentage of the working-age population
who are unemployed but seeking work compared to the total workforce (BPS, 2024).
Unemployment indicates an imbalance between labor supply and demand in the labor market.
According to Todaro (2000), unemployment is not only an economic problem but also a social
one because it reduces productivity and widens income inequality. (Lestari & Nilasari, 2025)

Logically, rising unemployment will reduce household income and the ability to meet
basic needs, thereby increasing poverty levels. Sukirno (2016) explains that if employment
opportunities decrease, national income will also decrease, increasing the number of poor
people. Research by Nasution & Lubis (2023) in the Scientific Journal of Development
Economics shows that the unemployment rate (TPT) has a positive and significant effect on
poverty levels in North Sumatra Province. (Firmansyah & Arizal, 2025)
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The graph shows the development of poverty rates and inflation in North Sumatra
Province during the period 2001-2024. Overall, the poverty rate has shown a downward trend,
from around 18-20 percent in the early 2000s to around 9-10 percent in 2024. This decline
reflects improvements in public welfare, albeit gradual. Meanwhile, the inflation rate tends to
fluctuate from year to year, with the highest spike occurring in 2005, thought to be due to rising
fuel prices and pressure on the prices of basic necessities. After that period, inflation has been
relatively more controlled, particularly in the last five years, where it has tended to remain
stable at below five percent.

In general, the relationship between the two variables indicates that when inflation rises
sharply, the rate of poverty reduction slows. This occurs because rising prices of goods and
services reduce people's purchasing power, particularly among low-income groups. Conversely,
when inflation declines, poverty reduction is more stable. Therefore, it can be concluded that
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inflation has a positive effect on poverty, with rising inflation potentially worsening poverty if
not offset by increases in people's incomes. (Ningsih, 2019)

Various previous studies have shown a strong correlation between unemployment and
poverty levels. Theoretically, according to Todaro (2000), rising unemployment will reduce
household income and the community's ability to meet basic needs, thereby driving up the
number of poor people. Mankiw (2003) also explains that high unemployment will hamper
economic growth and reduce people's opportunities to participate in productive activities.
(Novianto, 2018)

However, empirical research in various regions shows a research gap regarding the
direction and strength of unemployment's influence on poverty. For example, research by
Nasution & Lubis (2023) in North Sumatra Province found that the Open Unemployment Rate
(TPT) had a positive and significant effect on poverty, with every 1% increase in
unemployment increasing the number of poor people by 0.35%. This finding confirms that
rising unemployment directly worsens the economic conditions of poor households. (Sangkaen
etal., 2018)

In contrast to these findings, Siregar (2020), who studied West Java Province, found
that unemployment had no significant effect on poverty, as most people were able to adapt to
economic conditions through the informal sector or part-time work. This difference indicates
that the economic structure and role of the informal sector in each region are determining
factors that moderate the relationship between unemployment and poverty. (Rizani et al., 2023)

Thus, there remains a research gap regarding how the characteristics of unemployment
in regions with diverse economic structures such as North Sumatra affect poverty. Further
studies are needed to understand whether the dominant type of unemployment (structural,
frictional, or disguised) also determines the extent of its impact on poverty increases in the
region. (Utomo, 2012)

Inflation is the process of a general and continuous increase in prices over a period of
time (Mankiw, 2003). In Indonesia, inflation is often caused by increases in the prices of food,
energy, and transportation (BPS, 2023). High inflation reduces people's purchasing power,
especially among low-income groups.

Logically, when inflation increases, prices of goods and services rise while people's real
incomes remain constant, thus reducing purchasing power and pushing more people into
poverty. According to Mankiw (2003), inflation that is not offset by wage increases will
worsen the well-being of the poor. Research by Sari & Ginting (2022) in the Journal of
Economic Paradigm shows that inflation has a positive impact on poverty levels in North
Sumatra, particularly in household food consumption.
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The graph shows the development of the number of poor people and the open
unemployment rate (TPT) in North Sumatra Province during the period 2001-2024. Based on
the graph, the number of poor people (indicated by the blue bars) experienced a gradual
downward trend from the beginning of the period until 2024. In the early 2000s, the number of
poor people was still quite high, but continued to decline along with increasing regional
economic growth and the effectiveness of various poverty alleviation programs implemented
by the government.

Meanwhile, the open unemployment rate (TPT), depicted by the orange line, exhibits a
fluctuating pattern, with its highest peak occurring in 2005. This increase is likely related to
changes in the national economic structure and employment conditions. Since then, the
unemployment rate has gradually declined and has tended to stabilize in the 5—7 percent range
in recent years.

Overall, this graph shows that when the unemployment rate rises, the number of poor
people tends to increase, while when unemployment decreases, the number of poor people
decreases. This indicates a positive relationship between unemployment and poverty, where
increasing unemployment increases the risk of poverty due to declining income and purchasing
power. Therefore, efforts to reduce the unemployment rate are a crucial factor in reducing
poverty in North Sumatra Province.

Theoretically, inflation is closely linked to poverty because it affects people's
purchasing power. Mankiw (2003) explains that rising prices of goods and services without a
corresponding increase in real income will reduce people's welfare, especially low-income
groups. Similarly, Boediono (2014) asserts that high inflation will widen social inequality
because price pressures are felt more severely by the poor, whose income is largely spent on
food consumption. (Priyanto, 2005)

However, empirical research in various regions of Indonesia shows that the effect of
inflation on poverty is not always consistent, creating a research gap that requires further
investigation. Research by Sari & Ginting (2022) in North Sumatra Province found that
inflation has a positive and significant impact on poverty—every 1% increase in inflation can
increase the number of poor people by around 0.27%. Rising food and energy prices are the
main factors suppressing the purchasing power of poor households.

Conversely, Hutabarat (2020) found a different finding: moderate inflation can actually
reduce poverty by encouraging increased production and employment. These results indicate
that the impact of inflation on poverty is not linear, but depends on the characteristics of
inflation (food vs. non-food), the adaptability of people's incomes, and government policies to
maintain price stability.

Therefore, there remains a gap in empirical research on how specific levels of inflation,
particularly food inflation in regions like North Sumatra, significantly impact the well-being of
the poor. Further research is needed to clarify whether moderate inflation can actually be
productive or whether it continues to exacerbate poverty when not accompanied by price
control policies and increases in real incomes.

This research is interesting to study because it addresses the classic macroeconomic
issues of inflation and unemployment, but places them in a contemporary and local context,
namely North Sumatra Province, which has diverse economic characteristics between urban
and rural areas. Although the effects of inflation and unemployment on poverty have been
widely discussed in the economic literature, the results remain inconsistent, especially at the
regional level. Some studies find that unemployment significantly increases poverty, while
others suggest the effect is not always significant due to the strong role of the informal sector.
Similarly, inflation, while on the one hand, can worsen the welfare of the poor, under certain
conditions actually encourages economic activity and employment.

The research's uniqueness lies in its long-term analysis period (2001-2024), enabling it
to capture the structural dynamics of the North Sumatran economy, including the impact of the
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COVID-19 pandemic, the global food price crisis, and post-pandemic economic recovery. By
combining BPS macroeconomic data with development theories such as Todaro (2000) and
Mankiw (2003), this research not only examines statistical relationships but also examines how
changes in inflation and unemployment collectively shape long-term poverty patterns.
Therefore, this research is expected to provide new contributions to regional policymaking,
particularly in formulating effective inflation control and job creation strategies to reduce
poverty in North Sumatra.

2. RESEARCH METHODS

This research focuses on poverty in North Sumatra Province, covering several variables,
including poverty, unemployment, and inflation. This research was conducted using secondary
data sourced from the Central Statistics Agency (BPS) of North Sumatra Province. The data
used was time series data spanning 14 years, from 2007 to 2020.

For this reason, the functions used in this study are: PMIS = (PGG, INF) (1) From
equation 1, specified in the model and transformed into logarithmic form in the following
equation:

L (PMIS)Bo-B1 L (PGG) + B2 L (INF) + e
Information:

PMIS = Poor Population (People)

TPT = Unemployment (People)

INF = Inflation (Percent)

L = Logarithm

Bo = Constant

B1-B2 = Regression coefficient

e = Interference variable (error term)

The data analysis technique in this study used multiple regression analysis with the
Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) method. The assumption tests used included normality,
autocorrelation, multicollinearity, and heteroscedasticity tests (Ghozali, 2011). The results of
this study examined partial effects, simultaneous effects, and the coefficient of determination.
All data processing in this study used the Eviews 12 analysis tool.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
A. Results

1. Classical Assumption Test

a. Normality Test. The criteria for the Jacque Bera Prob. (JB) value > 0.05 means that Ho is
rejected, meaning there is no deviation from the normality assumption or the
disturbance/residual is normally distributed. Based on Table 2, it is known that the Jarque
Bera Prob. is 0.796 > 0.05, so it can be concluded that there is no violation of the
normality test in this research model.

b. Autocorrelation Test. Breusch-Godfrey Serial Correlation LM Test results with the
criteria that if the Obs*R-squared prob. value is > 0.05, then there is no autocorrelation
symptom in this study. Based on Table 2, it is known that Prob. is 0.4552 > 0.05, so it can
be concluded that there is no violation of the autocorrelation test in this research model.

c. Heteroscedasticity Test. Breusch-Pagan-Godfrey Results: Heteroscedasticity Test with
the criteria if the Prob. Obs R-squared value > 0.05, then there is no heteroscedasticity
symptom in this research model. Based on Table 2, it is known that Prob. is 0.0680 0.05,
so it can be concluded that there is no violation of the heteroscedasticity test in this
research model.

d. Multicollinearity Test. The results of the Variance Inflation Factors test with the criteria
if the Centered VIF value is <10, then there is no violation of the multicollinearity test in
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this research model. Based on Table 1, it is known that the Centered VIF value is (1.36;
1.36) <10, so it can be concluded that there is no violation of the multicollinearity test in
this research model.

The results of the assumption tests and hypothesis tests of the OLS regression model in this
study are summarized in Table 1 below:

Dependent Variable: LOG(MISKIN)

Method: Least Squares

Date: 10/06/25 Time: 13:58

Sample: 2001 2024

Included observations: 24

Variable Coefficient Std. Error t-Statistic Prob.
C 13.79276 0.070568 195.4532 0.0000
LOG(INFLASI) 0.072256 0.031141 2.320285 0.0305
TPT 0.041980 0.010491 4.001456 0.0006
R-squared 0.668446 Mean dependent var 14.22082
Adjusted R-squared 0.636869 S.D. dependent var 0.156840
S.E. of regression 0.094512 Akaike info criterion -1.763705
Sum squared resid 0.187584  Schwarz criterion -1.616449
Log likelihood 24.16447 Hannan-Quinn criter. -1.724638
F-statistic 21.16905 Durbin-Watson stat 1.232391
Prob(F-statistic) 0.000009

2. Hypothesis Testing

a. Simultaneous test, in general the unemployment and inflation variables have a significant
effect on poverty in North Sumatra Province with a Prob of 0.000 < 0.05, so ha is
accepted.

b. Partial test, there is a positive and significant influence of unemployment variable on
poverty variable in North Sumatra with a probability of 0.0006 < 0.05 then ha is
accepted. There is a positive and significant influence of inflation variable on poverty
variable in North Sumatra with a probability of 0.0305 < 0.05 then ha is accepted.

3. Coefficient of Determination

Based on Table 1 above, the R-Squared value is 0.6684, which means that 66.84 percent
of the contribution of the number of poor people can be explained by unemployment and
inflation. While the remaining 31.16 percent is influenced by variables not examined.

4. Discussion of analysis models

The regression equation produced from this research model is as follows:

L (PMIS)=13.7927 + 0.0722 L (INFLATION) + 0.0419 (UNEMPLOYMENT) +e¢

Based on the coefficient above, it can be explained that:

a. The constant 13.7927 shows that if independent wvariables such as inflation and
unemployment are constant, then the number of poor people in North Sumatra is 13.792
percent.

b. Every 1 percent increase in inflation will increase the number of poor people in North
Sumatra Province by 0.0722 percent assuming ceteris paribus.

c. Every 1 percent increase in unemployment will increase the number of poor people in North
Sumatra Province by 0.0419 percent, assuming ceteris paribus.

B. Discussion

Unemployment Variable on Poverty in North Sumatra Province, The results of the
partial hypothesis test in this study explain that the unemployment variable has a positive and
significant effect on the poverty rate in North Sumatra Province, with a probability value of
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0.0006 <0.05. This means that every 1 percent increase in the unemployment rate will increase
the number of poor people by 0.0419 percent, assuming other factors remain constant (ceteris
paribus). Thus, the hypothesis that unemployment has a positive effect on poverty in North
Sumatra Province is proven true.

The results of this study support the theory put forward by Todaro (2000), who stated
that unemployment is one of the main causes of poverty due to reduced household income and
declining purchasing power. When someone loses a job, they lose a source of income to meet
basic needs such as food, clothing, shelter, and health, thus decreasing household welfare.
Mankiw (2003) also emphasized that the higher the unemployment rate, the lower the national
productivity and aggregate income of the community.

Empirically, the results of this study align with the findings of Nasution and Lubis
(2023) in the Scientific Journal of Development Economics, which showed that the Open
Unemployment Rate (TPT) in North Sumatra Province has a positive and significant impact on
poverty. Every 1% increase in the TPT leads to a 0.35% increase in the number of poor people.
These findings demonstrate that creating quality jobs is key to poverty alleviation in this
province.

Similar findings were obtained by Primandari (2018) and Mufidah et al. (2022), who
stated that rising unemployment will increase the extent of poverty because declining incomes
result in an inability to meet minimum living needs. Arsyad (2010) explained that there is a
close relationship between the unemployment rate, the extent of poverty, and unequal income
distribution. The higher the unemployment rate, the greater the risk of increasing social
inequality. (Primandari, 2018)

This situation is clearly evident in North Sumatra Province, where, although the
unemployment rate decreased post-COVID-19 pandemic from 6.91% (2020) to 5.60% (2024),
the reduction in poverty is not always significant. This indicates that a decrease in the
unemployment rate does not always translate into increased welfare, as most of the new jobs
created are informal and low-wage. This phenomenon reinforces Simanjuntak's (2001)
argument that unemployment in developing countries is often structural, occurring due to a
mismatch between workforce skills and job market needs.

However, a research gap emerged when comparing the results of this study with those of
studies in other regions. Siregar (2020), in his research in West Java Province, found that
unemployment had no significant effect on poverty because some people were able to adapt
through the informal sector. This suggests that the relationship between unemployment and
poverty is highly dependent on the regional economic structure, the strength of the informal
sector, and the quality of available jobs.

Thus, this study strengthens empirical evidence that unemployment remains a significant
factor influencing poverty in North Sumatra Province. However, to reduce poverty sustainably,
policies are needed that not only create new jobs but also improve the quality of jobs and skills
of the workforce to meet industry needs.

Inflation Variable on Poverty in North Sumatra Province, The results of the partial
hypothesis test show that inflation has a positive and significant effect on poverty in North
Sumatra Province, with a probability value of 0.0305 < 0.05. This means that every 1 percent
increase in inflation will increase the number of poor people by 0.0722 percent. Thus, the
hypothesis that inflation has a positive effect on poverty is empirically proven correct.

The results of this study support Mankiw's (2003) theory, which states that high
inflation will increase the poverty line because prices of goods and services rise while people's
real incomes remain constant. As a result, people's purchasing power decreases, and more
households fall below the poverty line. Boediono (2014) also emphasized that uncontrolled
inflation can widen economic inequality because the burden of price increases falls heaviest on
low-income groups.
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The results of this study are consistent with the findings of Sari and Ginting (2022) in
the Journal of Economic Paradigm, which showed that inflation has a positive and significant
impact on poverty levels in North Sumatra Province, particularly in the household food
consumption sector. Every 1% increase in inflation increases the number of poor people by
0.27%. This is because the poor allocate a larger portion of their income to basic needs such as
food and energy, making them more vulnerable to price fluctuations. (Sari & Wulansari, 2022)

Furthermore, this research aligns with the findings of studies by Primandari (2018),
Ningsih and Andiny (2018), and Mardiatillah et al. (2019), which show that inflation plays a
significant role in increasing poverty because rising prices lead to decreased consumption and
reduced levels of public welfare. When inflation increases, the real value of income decreases,
making it increasingly difficult for poor households to meet basic needs. (Primandari, 2019)

Conditions in North Sumatra reinforce this evidence. According to Statistics Indonesia
(BPS) data (2025), inflation in this province fluctuated from 1.96% in 2020, 1.71% in 2021,
then sharply increased to 6.12% in 2022, and then fell again to 2.12% in 2024. The sharp
increase in 2022 due to the global energy crisis led to a spike in food and energy prices, directly
impacting the poor. The decline in inflation in 2023-2024 will not necessarily improve welfare
because the prices of basic necessities are already high and people's purchasing power has not
fully recovered. (Mardiatillah et al., 2021)

However, a research gap emerges when these results are compared with Hutabarat's
(2020) study, which found that moderate inflation can actually reduce poverty by encouraging
increased production and employment. These differences in results indicate that the effect of
inflation on poverty is not always linear, but rather depends on the type of inflation (food vs.
non-food), the adaptability of people's incomes, and government policies to maintain price
stability. (Hutabarat et al., 2025)

Thus, this study reinforces the view that inflation in North Sumatra Province
significantly exacerbates poverty, particularly during periods when the price of basic
necessities rises rapidly without a corresponding increase in income. This study closes the
empirical research gap by confirming that the impact of inflation on poverty at the regional
level is strongly influenced by local economic structure and the resilience of poor household
consumption to price fluctuations.

4. CONCLUSION

Based on the results of data analysis, hypothesis testing, and discussion regarding the
effects of inflation and unemployment on poverty levels in North Sumatra Province during the
study period, it can be concluded that unemployment has a positive and significant effect on
poverty. The results show that every 1 percent increase in the unemployment rate will increase
the number of poor people by 0.0419 percent. Increasing unemployment has a direct impact on
decreasing household income and purchasing power, thereby increasing the number of poor
people. This finding is in line with the theory of Todaro (2000) and research by Nasution and
Lubis (2023), which states that unemployment is one of the main causes of increasing poverty
in a region.

Furthermore, inflation has been shown to have a positive and significant impact on
poverty in North Sumatra Province. Every 1 percent increase in inflation can increase the
number of poor people by 0.0722 percent. Rising prices of basic necessities without a
corresponding increase in real incomes leads to a decline in purchasing power, especially
among low-income groups. This worsens the welfare of the poor. The results of this study are
consistent with the views of Mankiw (2003) and Sari and Ginting (2022), which explain that
inflation negatively impacts public welfare, particularly for those with fixed or low incomes.

Simultaneously, inflation and unemployment significantly influence poverty in North
Sumatra Province, with an F-test probability value of 0.000 < 0.05. These two macroeconomic
variables together explain 66.84% of the variation in poverty levels, while the remaining
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33.16% is influenced by other factors such as economic growth, investment, education, and
labor productivity. However, there is a research gap with several previous studies, such as
Siregar (2020) and Hutabarat (2020), which showed different results in other regions. This
confirms that the influence of inflation and unemployment on poverty is contextual, depending
on the regional economic structure, the strength of the informal sector, and the community's
ability to adapt to economic pressures.
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The implementation of tahfizhul Quran carried out by tahfizh teachers/tutors
to students in memorizing juz 30, some apply the science of tajwid and
makhrajul huruf, others do not use it so that the implementation of tahfizh
tutors varies and the appointment of tutors is still not appropriate according to
each person's expertise. The formulation of the research problem is how the
implementation of tahfizhul Quran in the morning assembly, efforts made in
improving students' memorization of the Quran and obstacles in improving
the memorization of the Quran of students of the Nur Ibrahimy Private
Middle School Rantauprapat Labuhanbatu Regency. This type of research is
qualitative and uses descriptive methods. The informants of this research are
students and teachers/mentors of tahfizh of the Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle
School. The data collection instruments used are observation, interviews and
documentation. The results of this study are the implementation of tahfizhul
Quran is an additional program and the passing grade of students of the Nur
Ibrahimy Private Middle School. The implementation of tahfizhul Quran is a
form of awareness for the creation of a generation of hafidz-hafidzah who are
able to memorize 1 juz and can improve students' memorization of the Quran
and the tahfizhul Quran program can involve Madrasah students in the
implementation of Musabaqah Tilawatil Quran (MTQ) at the Regency and
Provincial levels. Efforts have included holding several Quran memorization
competitions, awarding prizes, and providing additional time for
extracurricular activities. Challenges include a lack of awareness of
memorization, which considers it merely rote memorization, laziness,
overwork, and inadequate mentoring.

Submitted: 25-02-2026. Revission: 18-04-2026. Approved: 05-06-2026. Published: 25-06-2026

1. INTRODUCTION

., The Quran according to language is reading or what is read. Derived from Arabic S8 -8
Ul’# is masdar which is interpreted as the isim maful which is maqru which is read. This gives a
signal for Muslims to like reading the Quran, by reading it, it means taking steps forward to try to
understand its contents. According to the term of religious experts, it is the name for the word of
God which was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad SAW. which is written in a mushaf. The Quran
is God's revelation to humanity which was revealed through the Prophet Muhammad SAW. in
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Arabic, guidance for worldly and hereafter life, miracles, sources of Islamic law and is beneficial
for those who read, study and practice it as worship. The verses of the Quran were revealed
gradually over 22 years 2 months 22 days. (Syatina et al., 2021)

The Koran consists of 114 surahs with a total of 6251 verses. (Nashiruddin, 2002) The
Quran is compiled in a mushaf starting from Surah Al-Fatihah and ending with An-Nas, conveyed
to us through mutawatir from generation to generation in writing and orally, it is preserved from
change or replacement. (Nata, 1993) The Quran contains nothing but revelations received by the
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) . These revelations came to him bit by bit, over time.
Immediately after receiving the revelations, he communicated them to his companions. He
instructed them not only to memorize them but also to write them down. (TH Wijaya et al., 2019)

In this way, the entire Koran was written down and also enshrined in the memorization of
hundreds of friends in Arabic and its purity and holiness was preserved forever. The Koran is
limited to the type of revelation written in Arabic and conveyed to the Prophet Muhammad SAW.
through the angel Gabriel. Word of Allah SWT:

53 /tcjnt\"/ &.f ,"% /Oa:‘.’i °
(D) uskantad gy & G as d
Meaning: "Indeed, We have sent it down as an Arabic Quran, so that you may understand."”
(QS Yusuf: 2)

—@
L3

OOY Gt a8k G, e Gl 3 4dd3H Gy

Meaning: "Indeed, We are the ones who sent down the Qur'an, and indeed We truly
preserve it." (QS Al-Hijr: 9)

As from the time of the Prophet until now, the custom of memorizing the entire Quran is
still preserved, and the number of Quran memorizers worldwide now numbers hundreds of
thousands of people. One way to maintain the authenticity of the Quran is to memorize it,
commonly known as tahfidzul Quran, and unlike other books, the Quran is easy to memorize and it
turns out that many people are able to memorize the 30 juz of the Quran. The ability to memorize
the Quran for Muslims is a very good skill to have. In the ritual of prayer, a Muslim is obliged to be
able to memorize the verses of the Quran, because reading the Quran, especially Surah Al-Fatihah,
is an inseparable part of prayer. Reading the verses of the Quran in prayer is understood not in the
sense of reading the text, but reading based on memorization that is firmly embedded in memory.
(Khoiri et al., 2023)

Thus, the ability to memorize the Quran is crucial for every Muslim. Therefore, if the
memorization process begins early, the results will be better. Quran memorization has been
practiced by Muslims since the time of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and
continues to this day. The Quran is a book that is easy to memorize and understand. This is in
accordance with the Word of Allah SWT, in Surah Al-Qamar, verse 17:

(D) 55 ba 08 230 &) D G g

Meaning: "And We have indeed made the Qur'an easy for study, so is there anyone who will
take it?"

People who study the Koran and teach it are one of the virtues of the Koran. (Balady, 1993)
As the hadith of Rasulullah SAW regarding the advantages of people who study and teach the
Koran, which reads:
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Meaning: "Has told us Muhammad bin Basysyar said, has told us Yahya bin Sa'id Al
Qaththan said, has told us Syu'bah and Sufyan from Algqamah bin Martsad from Sa'd bin Ubaidah
from Abu Abdurrahman As Sulami from Uthman he said; Rasulullah shallallahu 'alaihi wasallam
said: Syu'bah mentioned; "The best of you- Sufyan mentioned; "The most important person among
you is the one who studies the Qur'an and then teaches it." (Zarkasi, 2023)

Learning the Quran encompasses a wide range of activities. It can involve learning to read
it, memorize it, or understand its interpretation. Memorizing the Quran is a noble task and
responsibility. Memorizing the Quran is not an easy task or something that can be done in spare
time. It must be done with sincerity and concentration. Once memorized, it must be repeated and
practiced to maintain its memorization. It is imperative for those who memorize the Quran to
review their memorization to ensure it is not forgotten and to maintain its integrity. This is a
reminder conveyed by the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) in his hadith.

S 0T o i Gy 06 ol e i o dn 5l Silagis B G ek o 1

-0
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Meaning: "From Ibn Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, that Rasulullah shallallahu
'alaihi wasallam said: "Indeed, the parable of those who memorize the Qur'an is like a person who
has a tied Utna, if he always looks after it, then it will always stay with him, and if he lets it go, it
will definitely disappear and go away." (HR Bukhari No. 4643)

This hadith demonstrates human involvement in preserving the purity of the Quran, one way
of doing this is by memorizing it and preserving what has been memorized by repeating it.
Something that has been memorized if not repeated will easily be forgotten, and so is the
memorization of the Quran. This hadith also shows that people who have memorized the Quran
must pay attention to their memorization and maintain it with full sincerity, one way of doing this is
by repeating it, because if the memorization is not repeated, it will automatically disappear from the
memorizer's memory like a camel that is freed from its tether. (Sari et al., 2023) Based on initial
interviews, the Quran memorization program was conducted starting from grades VII, VIII, and 1X
at Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School, with each grade assigned a different chapter. The students
at Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School come from diverse educational backgrounds, varying Quran
reading and memorization abilities. Furthermore, the students' Quran memorization instructors are
different. (Mila, 2023)

The implementation of Quran memorization for students partly applies the science of tajwid
(the science of how to read the Quran, where to start and stop, etc.) and makhraj (the place where
letters appear) . Others go beyond just memorizing. There is no fixed guideline for guiding students'
Quran memorization, so the implementation of the tahfidz mentors varies. As a result, the different
tahfidz guidance is not fully achieved. After completing memorization, it is not recommended to
repeat the memorization or use it as verses during prayer, so what is memorized is easily forgotten.
(Al _Munawar, 2002) Other challenges include less-than-conducive implementation, a lack of
attention and supervision from the Principal, and inappropriate assignment of instructors based on
their respective expertise. Furthermore, there is no evaluation after students submit their
memorization, resulting in much of what they have memorized being forgotten, and the objectives
of this memorization process not being achieved as planned. (Kadri & Kirin, 2022)

From the description above, the author is interested in conducting research and discussing it
in the form of a thesis and raising the title: "Implementation of Tahfizhul Quran at Morning
Assembly in Improving Al-Quran Memorization of Students of Nur Ibrahimy Rantauprapat Private
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Middle School, Labuhanbatu Regency". Based on the background of the problem described
previously, the author focuses this research problem on "Implementation of Tahfizhul Quran at
Morning Assembly in Improving Al-Quran Memorization of Students of Nur Ibrahimy
Rantauprapat Private Middle School, Labuhanbatu Regency". Definition of Tahfizhul Quran:
Tahfizh comes from the word hafazha which means to maintain, guard, memorize, and supervise.
While the Qur'an according to language is reading or what is read. The Qur'an is masdar which is
interpreted as the isim maf'ul meaning, namely maqru which is read. According to the term of
religious experts, it is the name for the word of Allah revealed to the Prophet Muhammad SAW,
which is written in a mushaf. (Nasution, 2024)

The Koran is the best and truest provider of information (khabr) . Sufficient proof of that
glory. The Word of Allah SWT. which means: "And indeed the Koran is in the Mother of the Book
(Lauh Mahfuzh) with Us, is truly High (in value) and contains a lot of wisdom." (QS Az-
Zukhruf: 4) The Koran is a religious book and guidance that was revealed by Allah to the prophet
Muhammad SAW. for all humanity. As in the words of Allah SWT in QS Al-Jasiyah which means:
"This Al-Quran is a guide for humans, guidance and mercy for people who believe." (QS Al-
Jasiyah: 20)

The Koran encourages humans to learn and gain knowledge, the strongest argument in this
case is that the Koran which was first revealed was a call to read and study. In the words of Allah
SWT in QS Al-Alaq 1-5 which means: "Read with (mentioning) the name of your Lord who
created. He has created humans from a clot of blood. Read, and your Lord is the Most Gracious.
Who teaches (humans) by means of kalam. He teaches humans what they do not know. (QS Al-
Alaq 1-5)

The purpose of the Quran being revealed gradually was so that the Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) and his companions could properly listen, understand, practice, and preserve
it. The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) recited it to his companions slowly, and they
read it bit by bit. Furthermore, the Quran was revealed in connection with events, both individual
and social. (Muntofingah et al., 2024) In this way, the process of maintaining the purity of the
Koran runs by itself. Indeed, Allah preserves the Qur'an from exchange, change and loss from
circulation, it is preserved on earth and in the sky, as Allah SWT says in QS Al-Hijr verse 9 which
means "Indeed, it is We who sent down the Qur'an, and indeed We truly preserve it." (QS Al-Hijr:
9)

Law of Tahfizhul Quran: Looking at Surah Al-Hijr verse 9 above, Allah's safeguarding of
the Quran does not mean that Allah directly safeguards the phases of the writing of the Quran, but
rather that Allah involves His servants to take part in safeguarding the Quran. Looking at the verse
above, many Koran experts say that the law of memorizing the Koran is fardhu kifayah. From
several opinions it is concluded that the law of memorizing the Koran is fardhu kifayah, that is, if
among a group there are those who have done it, the burden is free on others, but on the other hand,
if in one group no one has done it, then everyone is guilty. (Umar, 2017)

Allah sent down the Quran to earth. The first to receive it was the noble heart of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) . Then it was sent to the companions who were experts in the
Quran, and then from some of them it moved to the memorizers of the Quran of this nation. Ad-
Dhahak said: "It is fitting for anyone not to abandon the memorization of the Quran that he has
memorized." (Sopyan & Hanafiah, 2022) In the word of Allah which means (however (he said) :
"You should be rabbani people, because you always teach the Bible and because you keep studying
it." (QS Ali-Imran: 79)

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) reported, as just mentioned, that those who
are versed in the Quran, along with the noble writers (angels) , the Companions of the Quran, will
be elevated in Paradise according to their recitation (memorization) . (Heryawan, 2025) Ideally, a
Muslim must follow this priority so that he does not become devoid of Al-Quran jewelry and
protects himself from falling into a collapsed building. Law of Tajweed Science: Memorizing the
Koran ideally means reading the verses with correct Tajweed, understanding the meaning word by
word and then trying to keep it in your chest. Lafadz tajwid according to the language means to
make good. Meanwhile, according to the term, it is: "Removing every letter from its place of origin
by giving it its rights and mustahak." What is meant by letter rights are the original characteristics
that are always with the letter, such as Al-Jahr, Isti'la', istifal and so on. Meanwhile, what is meant

Zeniusi Journal: Vol 3 No 1 June 2026 | 95



Samaroh Hasibuan

by mustahak letters are characteristics that appear at any time, such as tafkhim, tarqiq, ikhfa' and so
on. (Irhas et al., 2021)

The law of studying the science of tajwid in theory is fardhu kifayah, while the law of
reading the Koran in accordance with the rules of the science of tajwid is fardhu 'ain. The postulate
of the obligation to read the Koran with tajwid which means "And read the Koran slowly". (QS Al-
Muzzammil: 4)

Therefore, the science of Tajweed is crucial for readers and memorizers of the Quran as an
introduction to correct recitation. Without Tajweed, people will be able to read and memorize the
Quran haphazardly. To avoid errors in reading and even memorizing the Quran, an understanding
of Tajweed is necessary. (Sudiarjo et al., 2015)

Method of Memorizing the Koran: The Koran is a book or reading that cannot be compared
with any other book or holy book. Because it is a miracle and magic from the Koran with the
physical miracles of the Koran. The Koran, which consists of 6,236 verses in 114 long-short suras,
shows the miracle of ease in memorizing the reading of the Koran given by Allah SWT. It is not
unusual for children to memorize the Koran when they are in their teens because of the guidance
and miracles of the Koran. In fact, as age increases and one's appreciation of religion deepens, the
memorization of the Koran will become more deeply embedded in one's heart. The Koran was
revealed in Arabic, it is very easy to know if the Koran is to be added or taken away. Many people
are illiterate in their national language, but are adept at reading the Koran (reciting the Koran) and
can even memorize the entire Koran. (Nurnaningsih et al., 2021)

To memorize the Quran, a hafidz must employ various methods and approaches. Some of
the methods for memorizing the Quran include:

a) Bin-Nazar Method
The method of carefully reading the verses of the Koran that will be memorized is by looking at
the Mushaf of the Koran repeatedly. This Bin-Nazar process should be carried out as many as
possible or forty-one times as was done by the ulama in the past.

b) Tahfizh Method
This method involves memorizing Quranic verses, bit by bit, after reading them repeatedly in the
Bin-Nazar method. For example, memorizing one line, several sentences, or a short verse until
there are no mistakes.

c¢) Takrir Method
A method of repeating memorization that has been heard by the instructor (teacher) , the
function of which is to ensure that the memorized material is not forgotten.

d) Sima'i Method
The method of listening to a recitation to memorize it. This method is very effective for
memorizers with exceptional memory, especially those who are blind or children under the age
of 18 who are not yet familiar with reading and writing the Quran. This method can be done by
listening to a teacher or using audiovisual materials.

e) Jama' Method
This method can be done collectively, namely by reading memorized verses together, led by an
instructor or teacher.

f) Kitabah Method
With this method of memorizing the Quran, prospective Quran memorizers first write down the
verses they wish to memorize. They then recite these verses fluently and correctly, then
memorize them. While writing and reciting the verses, they must pay attention to the writing
while memorizing them silently.

g) Wahdah Method
The Wahdah method is a method of memorizing the Quran, one by one, each verse to be
memorized. To achieve initial memorization, each verse can be read ten times or more, allowing
the reader to form a pattern in their mind. Once they have fully memorized the verse, they can
proceed to the next verse in the same manner.

h) Combined Method
This method is a combination of the waddah method and the kitabah method, but it serves more
as a trial run on memorized verses.

1) Habituation Method
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It's important to remember that habituation is based on repetition, so the habituation method is
also useful for strengthening memorization. For example, the Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) repeatedly prayed the same prayer. As a result, he memorized it completely, and his
companions, who listened to the repeated prayer, also learned to memorize it. (C. Wijaya et al.,
2021)

2. RESEARCH METHODS

a. Location and Time of Research
This research was conducted at the Nur Ibrahimy Rantauprapat Private Middle School,
Rantau Selatan District, Labuhan Batu Regency, from October 2018 to April 2019.

b. Types and Methods of Research

The types and methods determined based on the considerations of this research aim to
describe the implementation of tahfizhul Quran at morning assembly in improving memorization of
the Quran at the Nur Ibrahimy Rantauprapat Private Middle School.

Therefore, this type of research is qualitative research using descriptive methods.
Qualitative research is defined as research conducted by observing surrounding phenomena and
analyzing them using scientific logic. Descriptive methods aim to describe actual conditions in the
field as they are, as they are, within the research context.

c. Research Subjects

The research subjects are research informants, the sources from which information is
obtained for a study. Suharmi Arikunto states that research subjects are subjects obtained in the
form of people, movements, and responses to something. The subjects in this study were students
and their mentors or teachers at the Nur Ibrahimy Private Islamic Junior High School (Madrasah
Tsanawiyah Swasta) . Several students were from grades VII, VIII, and IX in the 2019/2020
academic year.

d. Data source

The data sources of this research consist of two data sources, namely: Primary data
sources, Primary data sources are the main data sources needed in this research, namely students
and mentors or tahfidz teachers who are used as informants in this research. The technique for
determining informants in this research is purposive sampling technique. According to S. Nasution,
purposive sampling technique is a technique carried out by taking people who are selected or
deliberately by researchers according to the specific characteristics possessed by the sample from
the population so that it can be considered sufficiently representative.

Secondary data sources: Secondary data sources are the supporting data sources needed in
this study. The secondary data sources were collected from the Principal of Madrasah Tsanawiyah
Nur Ibrahimy, who provided informants for this study.

e. Data Collection Instruments

To obtain the data and information needed in this research, the author used the following
data collection instruments:

Observation, Observation is a data collection method that uses observation of the research
object. Observation as a data collection tool must be systematic, meaning that observation and
recording are carried out according to certain procedures and rules so that they can be repeated by
other researchers. Thus, the author's observation was carried out by going directly to the location of
the Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School to directly observe the implementation, use of methods
and activities of Quran memorization at the morning assembly as well as the facilities and
infrastructure of the Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School.

Interview, Interview is a form of communication between two people involving someone
who wants to obtain information and another person by asking questions based on a specific
purpose. The interview referred to here is conducting a direct question and answer session with
several Quran memorization students at the Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School with the aim of
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obtaining information about the implementation of Quran memorization at the morning assembly at
the Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School Rantauprapat. Then continued with holding interviews
with the principal and several mentors or teachers implementing the memorization at the Nur
Ibrahimy Private Middle School Rantauprapat. Interviews with students are related to how to
memorize or improve memorization of the Quran which is applied personally.

Documentation, namely written records of actions, experiences, and beliefs obtained from
the research field. The documentation study referred to by the author in this research is the notes
and photographs of events related to the research on the implementation of Quran memorization in
the assembly.

f. Data Validity Assurance Techniques

The technique for ensuring data validity in this research is carried out by: Extending the
researcher's participation, which allows for an increase in the degree of trust in the data collected.
Persistent observation aims to find characteristics and elements in the situation that are relevant to
the problem or issue being sought and then focusing on these things in detail. In other words, if
extended participation provides scope, then persistent observation provides depth, namely the
researcher's sincerity in observing the problem being studied.

Triangulation is a data validity checking technique that utilizes something other than the
data itself for checking or comparing the data. The triangulation technique used by researchers
involves checking through other sources, meaning comparing and rechecking the level of
trustworthiness of information obtained through different times and tools in qualitative methods.

g. Data analysis

In data analysis, there are several steps that researchers must pay attention to, including:
Reduction, namely data obtained from the field is written in the form of a very complete and
extensive description. The data is summarized and selected the main things related to the problem
to provide an overview of the results of observations and interviews. Descriptive data, namely using
data systematically, deductively and inductively according to the systematic discussion.

Drawing conclusions involves summarizing data descriptions in several sentences that
convey a concise and concise understanding. Therefore, the data analysis technique in this study
involves collecting a number of data points and then extracting data related to the problem. This
allows for a clear picture of the observations and interviews, presented from the general to the
specific, then organized and drawn up. This analysis will influence the writer to structure the
sentences into a systematic thesis.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

History of Nur Ibrahimy Private Junior High School Rantauprapat Labuhanbatu Regency.
Before the establishment of Nur Ibrahimy Private Junior High School, the first school built was a
Kindergarten or Madrasah Diniyah in 1995 then the establishment of Nur Ibrahimy Private Junior
High School in 2000 located on JI. Sisingamangaraja No. 149 Bakaran Batu Village, Rantau
Selatan District, Labuhanbatu Regency, North Sumatra Province with a land area of 1886 m2. The
first founder of this Madrasah was Buya H. Ibrahim Yusuf with Hj. Jamila.

The results of the observations that the researcher conducted inMadrasahThe number of
students at Nur Ibrahimy Rantauprapat Private Junior High School, Labuhanbatu Regency, is as
follows:

Table 3.1 StudentsMadrasahNur Ibrahimy Private Junior High School

Grade VII Grade VII | Grade IX
Student Description Total
LK PR LK | PR | LK | PR

Initial Number of Students
for the 2017/2018

Academic Year 105 93 140 | 90 | 146 | 145 719
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Final Number of Students

for Academic Year

2017/2018 105 93 | 140 | 90 | 144 | 145 717

Implementation of Tahfizhul Quran: The implementation time of tahfizhul Quran is
carried out for 20 minutes during the morning assembly for grades VII and IX at 07.10 to 07.30.
And different from grade VIII, the implementation is at 13.10 to 13.30, and is carried out every
Tuesday and Wednesday. The implementation of tahfizhul Quran is carried out in the Madrasah
field by forming a line of each class group starting from grade VII to grade IX. Each class group in
the implementation of tahfizhul Quran is guided by the subject teacher who enters during the first
hour of learning.

The implementation of Quran memorization, which is one of the programs of the Nur
Ibrahimy Private Middle School, is an effort or form of awareness to create the goal of a generation
of hafidz-hafidzah who are able to memorize 1 juz or even more than 1 juz. This program is also an
additional program and a graduation value for students of the Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School.
The Quran memorization program at this Madrasah can include students in the MTQ (Musabaqah
Tilawatil Quran) every year at the Regency level and even to the Provincial level, who can win the
overall champion and hope. As stated by Muhammad Aidil as the MTQ Coordinator at the Nur
Ibrahimy Private Middle School, as follows:

The participation of students from Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School in the annual
MTQ implementation at the Labuhanbatu Regency level. In 2019, they were able to win the first
place in the Boys' category and even compete at the North Sumatra Provincial level, as well as how
other memorizers can win at the Provincial level in the MTQ implementation. As Abdul Hamid, the
principal, said: How this Quran memorization program provides a good achievement for Madrasah
students who will win in the Hafizh field in the MTQ implementation event at the Regency and
Provincial levels.

As Azhar as a teacher said: "In the implementation of MTQ, students of Madrasah
Tsanawiyah Nur Ibrahimy can participate in the event, especially in the field of Quran Hafizh." The
Quran tahfizhul program is a useful program that can improve the memorization of its memorizers.
As said by Az-Zahra Malika, a student of Madrasah Tsanawiyah Swasta Nur Ibrahimy, as follows:
"The Quran tahfizhul program is very useful for students who are here because they can memorize
the Quran and by setting the time for the morning assembly, it is a time to further improve our
memorization of the Quran."

Risa, a student at the Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School, also said: “For me, the Quran
memorization program is very beneficial and can produce hafizh-hafizhah.” Ibnu Salam, a student
at the Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School, also said: “The implementation of Quran memorization
makes me more active in memorizing and makes me progress in improving my own memorization
of the Quran.”

Livia as a student of Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School also said: "In my opinion, the
existence of Quran memorization at Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School can produce a generation
of Quran memorizers." The explanation above can be concluded that the implementation of Quran
memorization at Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School is at the morning assembly starting from
07.10-07.30 and is different from the VIII grade implementation at 13.10-13.30, every Tuesday and
Wednesday in the field of Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School guided by teachers who enter in the
first hour of learning. The implementation of Quran memorization is an additional program and a
passing grade for students of Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School. The implementation of tahfizhul
Quran is a form of awareness for the creation of a generation of hafidz-hafidzah who are able to
memorize 1 juz and can improve the memorization of the Quran of students and the tahfizhul Quran
program can involve Madrasah students in the implementation of Musabagah Tilawatil Quran
(MTQ) at the Regency and Provincial levels.
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Quran Memorization Material: The Quran memorization materials at Nur Ibrahimy Private
Islamic Junior High School vary at each grade level. However, students are not limited to the
memorization set by the school and can further improve their memorization to the following
chapters. The Quran memorization materials for grades VII, VIII, and IX are as follows:

Table 3.2 Quran Memorization Materials

Class Surah Name

An-Nas, Al-Falaq, Al-Ikhlas, Al-Lahab, An-Nasr, Al-Kafirun, Al-Kautsar,
Al-Ma'un, Quraysh, Al-Fil, Al-Humazah, Al-'Asr, At-Takatsur, al-Qari'ah,
Vil Al-'Adiyat, Az-Zalzalah, Al-Bayyinah, Al-Qadr, Al-'Alaq, At-Tin, Al-
Insyirah, and Ad-Dhuha.

Al-Lail, Asy-Syams, Al-Balad, Al-Fajr, Al-Ghasyiyah, Al-A'la, At-Thariq,

VIII and Al-Buru;.
Al-Insyiqaq, Al-Muthaffifin, Al-Infitar, At-Takwir, 'Abasa, An-Nazi'at, and
IX An-Naba'.

The researcher's observation with the school concluded that the Quran memorization
materials for students at the Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School have been determined by the
school at each grade level. For grade VII, the memorization materials are An-Nas to A-Dhuha, for
grade VIII, the memorization materials are Al-Lail to Al-Buruj, and for grade IX, the memorization
materials are Al-Insyiqaq to An-Naba'.

Quran Memorization Method: The method used in implementing Quran memorization at
this Madrasah is the tasmi' or sima'i method, namely the method of listening to a reading to
memorize it. As stated by a teacher named Azhar as follows: In practice, we use the tasmi' or sima'i
method in its implementation.

Dahliani as a teacher also said: The method used is usually the tasmi' or sima'i method by
listening to verses read by students to the tahfizh supervisor. Sri Rahayu as a teacher also said: The
method commonly used in implementing tahfizhul Quran is the method of listening to the
memorization of students who want to submit their memorization or the tasmi' or sima'i method.

In addition to the above methods, the implementation also uses the bin-nazar or wahdah
method. As conveyed by a teacher named Muhammad Aidil, as follows: To facilitate
memorization, students apply the repetition of readings in one verse as much as 5 times, or
commonly called the bin-nazar or wahdah method. The implementation of memorization applied by
students personally in memorizing the Quran also has different methods and techniques in
memorizing it. As a student named Putri Pratiwi said, as follows: My memorization method begins
with ablution and usually in a holy place to memorize then in memorizing one verse it is repeated
5-7 times or the bin-nazar or wahdah method to strengthen the memorization memory.

Abdul Malik also said, as follows: When the memorization is not really remembered, do
not memorize one and then forget the others, keep repeating it until the memorization is really
remembered in the brain, and in repeating one verse as much as 5/10 times or the bin-nazar or
wahdah method so that it is really memorized and can continue to the next verse. Nelly Susilawati
as a teacher at the Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School also said: The method used in its
implementation is that 1 verse is repeated several times or called the bin-nazar or wahdah method.
Also implementing sorting students by having categories of memorization levels starting from the
most to the least memorization "

Asmabh as a teacher also said: The method used is 1 verse is repeated 5-10 times, if you are
able to then move on to the next verse and repeat it over and over again until it is really firmly
embedded in the brain. Based on several interview results and observations carried out in the
implementation of tahfizhul Quran in this Madrasah using the bin-nazar or wahdah method, namely
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memorizing the Quran one by one for the verses to be memorized, to achieve initial memorization,
each verse can be read ten times and the tasmi' or sima'i method, namely the method of listening to
a reading to be memorized.

Efforts to Improve Quran Memorization of Students at Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle
School Rantauprapat Labuhanbatu Regency. Some efforts that can support the improvement of
Quran memorization of students at Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School include: Creating several
Quran memorization competitions. These Quran memorization competitions are carried out in
collaboration with companies that can help fund the event to support high interest in participating in
the competition, thus increasing students' enthusiasm for memorizing the Quran. Sometimes Quran
memorization competitions are held between classes at the Madrasah and even with other schools.
As Abdul Hamid Zahid, the principal of Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School, said:

Holding several competitions especially in the field of memorization to increase their
enthusiasm in improving their memorization of the Quran in order to create a Qur'anic generation.
As Azhar as a teacher at Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School said: Holding Quran memorization
competitions between Madrasahs and between classes at Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School.
Muhammad Aidil as a teacher also said: Every year, students of Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle
School are sent to participate in the MTQ at the Labuhanbatu Regency level to participate in the
Quran memorization competition.

Giving prizes to students who have memorized a lot. As Muhammad Aidil, a teacher at the
Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School, said: "Giving vouchers in the form of Quranic copies and free
tuition." Dahliani, a teacher, also said: "Giving the best grades or giving prizes in the form of
stationery or even money to motivate Quran memorizers to improve their memorization."

Sri rahayu as a teacher also said: Giving gifts to increase the motivation of the spirit of
memorizing the Quran. Additional time on extracurriculars Additional memorization time given
with the existence of the Quran memorization extracurricular to further improve the memorization
of the Quran of the students of the Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School. As Azhar as a teacher at
the Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School said: By holding extracurriculars on Sundays, it can add
time to memorize and further improve the memorization of the Quran of the students.

Based on several interviews conducted in the implementation of Quran memorization at
Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School, it can be concluded that there are several efforts made to
improve students' memorization of the Quran, namely by holding several Quran memorization
competitions that will increase students' interest in memorizing, giving prizes to students who have
memorized a lot and additional time in extracurricular activities that can add to students'
memorization time which is carried out on Sundays.

Obstacles in Improving Quran Memorization of Students at Nur Ibrahimy Private Junior
High School, Rantauprapat, Labuhanbatu Regency. The implementation of Quran memorization at
Nur Ibrahimy Private Junior High School is running well, but there are several obstacles that must
be considered in improving its implementation, including:

Awareness in memorizing, Awareness of memorizing the Qur'an is still found in many
students of Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School, who consider it only limited to memorization so
that the increase in memorization of the Qur'an decreases. As Dahliani as a teacher said: There are
difficulties in implementing tahfizhul Quran that children are less concerned about memorizing the
Qur'an. Azhar as a teacher said: Awareness in memorizing is not raised because parents or children
do not support it. Asmah as a teacher also said: some children have a family background, because
after school hours they still help their parents work to earn a living.

Laziness, Laziness is not uncommon for students to experience in memorizing the Quran.
As a student named Risa also said: Laziness is an obstacle to memorizing or repeating my
memorization. Abdul Malik also said: Laziness arises due to activities or events that are carried out.
Too busy with work, Many activities are carried out outside of school hours, there is no time to
memorize let alone repeat memorization. As Ibnu Salam as a student of the Nur Ibrahim Private
Middle School also said: As a result of piling up or many school assignments, it causes laziness and
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reduces memorization time. Livia also said: One of the obstacles in memorizing is caused by the
large number of assignments from school so that memorization time is reduced.

Incompetent mentors, In the implementation of Quran memorization, the mentors or
teachers of tahfizh do not match the competencies. As Azhar as a teacher at Nur Ibrahimy Private
Middle School said: The mentors or teachers at Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School do not have a
basic in the field of memorization and supervision in the implementation is still not all teachers in
the field of the Quran but teachers in the field of general subjects, so it is necessary to have special
tahfizh teachers in the implementation of this Quran memorization. Based on several interviews
conducted in the implementation of Quran memorization at Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School, it
can be concluded that there are several obstacles in increasing students' memorization of the Quran,
namely awareness in memorizing which considers it to be only memorization, laziness that often
arises in students and being too busy with work, namely many activities carried out outside school
hours so that there is no time to memorize let alone repeat memorization and mentors who do not
match the competencies.

4. CONCLUSION

The implementation of tahfizhul Quran is an additional program and a graduation value for
students of Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School. The implementation is at the morning assembly
starting from 07.10-07.30 for grades VII and IX and is different from grade VIII which is
implemented at 13.10-13.30, about 20 minutes every Tuesday and Wednesday in the field of Nur
Ibrahimy Private Middle School guided by teachers who enter in the first hour of learning. Efforts
made to improve students' memorization of the Quran in the implementation of tahfizhul Quran at
Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School Rantauprapat Labuhanbatu Regency, including: Creating
several tahfizhul Quran competitions that will increase students' interest and enthusiasm in
memorizing. Giving prizes to students who have memorized a lot. Additional time in
extracurricular activities that can add to students' memorization time which is carried out on
Sundays.

Obstacles in improving students' memorization of the Quran in the implementation of
tahfizhul Quran at the Nur Ibrahimy Rantauprapat Private Middle School, Labuhanbatu Regency,
include: Awareness in memorizing which considers it to be only memorization. Laziness that often
arises in students of the Nur Ibrahimy Private Middle School such as a busy daily schedule of
activities and many school assignments. Too busy with work. Many activities carried out outside
school hours so that it is not possible to memorize let alone repeat memorization. Incompetent
mentors. In the implementation of tahfizhul Quran, the mentors or tahfizh teachers do not match the
competence or have no basic in the field of tahfizh.
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